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On this week’s World Vision Report…a special report on technology:

· Hole-in-the-wall computers in India

· The TV revolution in the developing world

· An all-in-one food machine in Mexico

· A community cooker in Kenya

· Training India’s poor to be solar engineers 

· Solar power in a suitcase 

· Cell phones change the developing world

· Music and technology in the developing world

Hole-in-the-Wall Computers (4:16)

The annual Consumer Electronics Association Show underway this weekend (Jan. 7-10) in Las Vegas features the latest technological breakthroughs in an ever-changing industry.  3-D TV, new software, and cell phones are all on display.  But few of those innovations appear to be life-changing – unlike the technological offering reporter Will Everett discovered in India.

TV Revolution (6:30)

Desperate Housewives is seen by 80 million people around the world – from the slums of India, to remote villages in Afghanistan, to the rainforests of Indonesia.  Charles Kenny, an economist at the World Bank, says that this is evidence of one of the biggest technological revolutions in the world: television.  He talked with Peggy Wehmeyer about the far ranging implications of all of this TV watching, much of it surprisingly good. 

Camotero Cart (3:40)

One piece of technology you’ll find in Mexico has fire in its belly and a shrieking whistle to blow off steam.  Reporter Shannon Young examines a Mexican invention that cooks, transports, and advertises its product -- all at the same time.

Cell Phones (6:59) 

Cell phones are sweeping across the developing world like a prairie fire.  
Farmers use them to check the weather and market prices.  Women in Ghana use them to gauge when to pickup and deliver fresh fish.  People can text, pay bills, and transfer money on a cell phone. 
Roben Farzad of Business Week magazine says cell phones are literally lifting people out of poverty.  She talks with Peggy Wehmeyer.

Community Cooker (5:07)

Kibera is a vast slum in the Kenyan capitol of Nairobi.  People who live there struggle with the high price of cooking fuel and the lack of garbage collection.  But a first-of its kind project just might make a dent in both those problems.  Richard Lough reports. 

Solar Engineers (6:00)

It’s been more than 30-years since the first Barefoot College was established in Tilonia in northern India.  Since then smaller Barefoot Colleges have come up around the country to train poor, rural people primarily to become so-called experts through practical hands-on training. Over the years, hundreds of doctors, teachers, and health specialists have been trained and sent back to their communities as experts.  One of the occupations taught to women in the last seven years has been solar engineering.  Sunita Thakur reports from the Barefoot College headquarters in Tilonia.

We Care Solar (2:30)

Each year, more than half-a-million women around the world die in childbirth.  A big factor in many developing countries is the lack of electricity.  A California obstetrician and her husband have come up with a way to save lives.  They developed the “solar suitcase.”  It’s literally a power-generator that fits in a suitcase.  It can light an operating room, headlamps on midwives, and even charge up walkie-talkies to call in a physician when needed.  Peggy Wehmeyer talks with Dr. Laura Stachel. 

Music & Technology in the Developing World (3-4mins)

Our global guide to music, Ish Mahfundikwa, takes us to a music studio to find out about the influence of technology on music in the developing world.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW: 

Go ahead – twitter this.

What’s the most-watched television show in the world?

TV is sweeping across the developing world like a prairie fire.

And the number one show is -- Desperate Housewives.

The TV revolution is just one of the stories on a high tech World Vision Report this week.

We also focus on the growth of cell phones in Africa and computers for the poor in India.


It’s all high tech stories -- this week on the World Vision Report.
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