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On this week’s World Vision Report…a collection of award-winning stories on the World Vision Report.

Ghana Child Trafficking (7:30)

We begin our awards show, with a piece from reporter Prue Clark.  The story won both a Gracie Allen and a Gabriel Award.  Prue traveled to Ghana to investigate child slavery there.

Thousands of children are sold to fishermen who work in the villages that line the country’s enormous Lake Volta.  Work conditions for the children are brutal and dangerous.

Stuck in the Mud (3:46)

Reporter, Michael Kavanaugh was in the central African country of Chad not long ago.

He was there to interview refugees from neighboring Darfur, who had fled the conflict there by the millions. Even though it’s important for foreign correspondents to get stories from those far flung places, it’s rarely easy.  Michael sent us a reporter’s notebook about the challenges he faced reporting from Chad.  This report earned him a prestigious Edward R. Murrow Award.  

Afghan Star (7:55) 

The hot election contest in Afghanistan this year was not for president.  It was for contestants in Afghan Star.  That’s an American Idol knock-off.  The TV show has become a national phenomenon in Afghanistan.  Eleven million people voted at the end of the first season.  That’s one third of the country’s population.  But not everyone approves.  In this deeply religious society, some view pop music as sacrilegious.  When the Taliban was in power, music was even banned.  But for many Afghan youth – and 60% of the population is under the age of 21 -- music has become a symbol of freedom.  Film director Havana Marking made a documentary about the show.  It’s called Afghan Star.  It took home awards at the Sundance Film Festival.  Havana told Peggy Wehmeyer why she thinks the TV show has been so popular

Living on a Dollar-a-Day (7:58)

You might have heard that one billion people around the world live on less than a dollar a day.  But what does it really mean to survive on that little?  Correspondent Susanne Marmion won a Gabriel Award for this next piece.  She spent 24 hours with a family in Malawi, in southern Africa.

Grandpa Goes to School (4:07)

A few years ago, reporter Eric Whitney traveled to Kenya to cover that country’s attempt to overhaul its education system.  There was a lot of optimism in the air, especially from new students.  But no one was more excited than Kimane Maruge, the oldest first grader Eric Whitney met on his trip.  Eric won a New York Festival Gold Award for this story. 

Lila Downs & Her Music (5:30)

For years, singer Lila Downs has bridged the gap between Mexico and the United States.

She was born in Oaxaca to a Mexican-Indian mother and a Scottish-American father.  As a child, she lived between homes in the mountains of Oaxaca and Minneapolis, Minnesota, where her father was a professor.  Lila still calls both countries “home” and her music still crosses both borders.  The Grammy winner and Oscar nominee spoke to us from New York City.  She told Peggy Wehmeyer her childhood was a little unusual.

Missing the Train (3:09)

Correspondent Conrad Fox has spent years in Mexico. His travels often took him to southern Mexico.  That’s where he followed Central American migrants trying to get to the U.S.  His reporter’s notebook about their dangerous journey was a winner at the New York Festival.  

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW: 

This week, the World Vision Report reflects back on some of the stories that have won major awards over the past few years.

In short, this week’s show is nothing but winners.


From child trafficking in Ghana to living on a dollar-a-day in Malawi, to the Afghan version of American Idol, it’s all here in this special Christmas edition of the World Vision Report.
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