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On this week’s World Vision Report…

· Caring for children whose parents are in prison in China

· The music of Australia’s Gurrumul

· Foraging for fungi at a mushroom festival in Mexico

· A neighborhood of the living among the dead in Cairo, Egypt 

Parents in Prison (6:16)

Reports from the United Nations suggest there’s widespread abuse going on in Chinese prisons.  The treatment of inmates’ children is pretty bad, too.  They’re shunned by society and they fall through the cracks of China’s welfare system.  Most of the children are left to fend for themselves.

But there’s an organization working to change that.  Reporter Elise Potaka has more.  

 

Gurrumul (10:34)

Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu is an aboriginal Australian singer whose latest solo release has won major music awards in Australia.  He’s getting worldwide raves as well.  All of this acclaim is taking the singer, who also happens to be blind, far from the remote island where he was born.  World Vision Report’s Leda Hartman spoke with Ish Mafundeekwa, our global guide to music, to get his take on this musician with a haunting voice.  

Mushroom Festival (3:30)

Tourists flock to the Mexican state of Oaxaca.  Pristine beaches, ancient archaeological sites, and the colonial capital city are the main draws.  But there’re also mushrooms!  Oaxaca's northern mountains teem with mushrooms during the rainy season.  That’s when you’ll find foreign visitors foraging for fungi, and feasting on mushrooms all at a special mushroom festival in an indigenous Zapotec village.  Reporter Shannon Young reports.  

City of the Dead (3:08) 

There’s a neighborhood in Cairo simply called “the City of the Dead.”  It’s really a vast cemetery made up of rows of mausoleums—some modest, some elaborate—with simple dirt lanes in between. You’ll find plenty of people in the cemetery, but they’re not visiting.  They live there.  Thousands of them.  Some are there illegally.  They broke into mausoleums that were old and forgotten.  Others actually pay rent to the mausoleum owners.  Theodore May visited the City of the Dead and he sent us this reporter’s notebook.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW: 

When people go to prison in China, their children are frequently left behind to fend for themselves.  This week the World Vision Report takes you to a youth center outside Beijing where more than a hundred children are cared for because their parents are locked up.

But there aren’t enough youth centers in China, where hundreds of thousands of children slip through the country’s welfare net.

That story, music from Australia’s outback, and a visit to the City of the Dead in Egypt.


It’s all this week on the World Vision Report with Peggy Wehmeyer.

0:00 - Billboard
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