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On this week’s World Vision Report…

· Christian and Muslim clerics join forces to fight HIV-AIDS in Syria

· The case of an 18-month girl helps fight a government cover-up in China

· Sharpening knives for a living in Liberia

· A wedding brings joy to Swat Valley refugees

· Tales from the economic recession on stage in Hartford

· So-called “land reforms” in Zimbabwe leaves workers out of work

Harpas (5:03)

The Middle East has the lowest incidence of HIV/AIDS in the world, but the disease there is growing at a rate of 300% per year.  One reason is denial.  The disease is seen as a Western phenomenon.  In Syria, two clerics work to change attitudes about the disease. One is Muslim, the other Christian.  Will Everett reports from Damascus.

Ling Ling (6:06)

Talking about AIDS is taboo in many countries.  China is one of them.  For years, the Chinese government has been reluctant to release any information about the disease.  But recently, it announced that HIV-AIDS was the leading cause of death in China last year.  Some are hoping this is a sign the government is now treating HIV as a threat to public health.  The consequence of NOT doing that has been very clear in the past.  That’s what prompted journalist Paul Mooney to look into the hidden epidemic of AIDS in rural China.  Paul Mooney joins us from Beijing.

Knife Sharpener (3:23)

The trial of the former President of Liberia resumed in The Hague last week.  He is the first African leader to be tried before an international tribunal for war crimes.  Taylor is accused of murder, rape and torture during the conflict in Liberia and Sierra Leone in the 1990s.  One young man managed to avoid the fighting by turning to knives.  Grant Fuller brings us this report as part of our street vendor series.

Wedding (2:53)

Refugees from the Swat Valley in Pakistan started returning home this week.  They fled after the military launched a campaign against the Taliban, which had taken control of the region.  Reporter Jared Ferrie went to the Swat border to talk to some of those displaced people.  As luck would have it, he arrived on a wedding day.

Hartbeat (4:46)

US unemployment rates continue to rise.  That’s keeping career advisors and social workers busy.  In Hartford, Connecticut, a hometown theater ensemble is reacting to the crisis by taking it to the stage.  Amy Jeffries reports. 

Displaced Farm Workers (1:57)

In Zimbabwe, its not just white farmers being thrown off the land as part of the government’s redistribution plan, more than a million farm workers and their families also have lost their jobs - and their homes.  Before the redistribution program started in the year 2000, agriculture was Zimbabwe’s biggest employer.  It provided food for the country and other parts of Africa.  Now, more than three-quarters of Zimbabwe’s nine million people rely on food aid.  Many hoped the new unity government would put an end to the seizure of white owned farmland.  So far, that hasn’t happened.  Here’s the story from one farm worker, Crispen, in his own words.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW:

It’s an unusual alliance in Syria -- a Catholic priest and a Muslim cleric working together to spread the word about HIV-AIDS.  That’s because the disease is growing in that region by 300% a year.

That’s one of the stories on this week’s World Vision Report.

We also visit with a reporter about China’s cover-up of an HIV-AIDS epidemic in the 1990s.

Those stories, a wedding in Pakistan, and a lot more -- all this week on the World Vision Report. 
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