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Show # 286a - A “Staycation” Special

Date: July 3, 2009

Length:  58:59

Host: Peggy Wehmeyer

This week, the World Vision Report brings you a “staycation special”…just made for armchair traveling.

· In Liberia, we get the news on a chalkboard in an RTNDA Murrow Award-winning report.

· In New York City, we sample tamales sold on the street

· Our Globe at a Glance takes you to China for appliance sales in the rural areas

· In Nigeria, we meet the lady mechanics.

· We get stuck in the mud in Chad in another RTNDA award-winner for writing

· We take a musical break with Angelique Kidjo 

· Passport problems strike in Somaliland 

· We travel to where our clothes are made 

· Stop for the best cup of coffee in Phnom Penh

· And sip a chocolate atole in Mexico

The Daily Talk (6:12) 

Reliable news is hard to come by in Liberia.  Two decades of civil war in the West African country almost destroyed radio and television there.  And newspapers aren’t much help because more than half the population is illiterate.  But one man has taken matters into his own hands…literally.  Prue Clarke brings us this award-winning story from Monrovia.

Tamales (4:00)

New York city has its fair share of people hawking on the streets.  But in the city that puts out the New York Times and many TV news shows, our emphasis is on feeding our bellies, rather than our minds.  Reporter Sherri Fink met a woman who makes a living selling home cooked food.

Globe at a Glance

“Home Appliances go Rural.”  That’s a slogan on banners slung across the front of retail stores in rural China.  It’s part of a pilot program urging farmers to buy refrigerators and other locally made appliances.  The carrot is a 13 % rebate for each rural family who buys a TV, fridge, or mobile phone.  The Chinese government wants its rural population to start spending more money.  It’s hoping to kick-start consumption in rural areas where there is a huge pool of untapped customers.  750 million, to be precise.  Until recently, China has relied on overseas demand to spur its phenomenal economic growth.  But now it wants to increase domestic spending starting with refrigerators.  If the pilot program works – and brisk sales seem to indicate it is – the government has suggested washing machines may be next.

Lady Mechanics  (5:33)

Some women In Nigeria hold prominent positions in business and in government.  Those are the educated few.  Most women in Nigeria have to work in menial jobs like cooking and selling food on the side of the street.  But in the sprawling port city of Lagos, some women are breaking traditional gender roles and moving into work that until now, only the men have done.  Sarah Simpson reports from Lagos.

Stuck in the Mud (4:02)

Journalist Michael Kavanagh could have used the help of the lady mechanics.  He was reporting from Chad, interviewing refugees from neighboring Darfur who’ve fled there in the millions. 

Here’s his reporter’s notebook, about what it can take to get a story from such a far-flung place.  

Angelique Kidjo (7:27)

Singer Miriam Makeba was an African superstar.  She died last November after a concert in Italy.  During her lifetime, Makeba inspired many African musicians, including the world-famous singer from Benin named Angelique Kidjo.  Peggy Wehmeyer talks with Tendai Maphosa, our guide to global music, about Kidjo’s life and her music.

 Passport Seller (2:26) 

17-years ago Somaliland broke away from neighboring Somalia and declared itself a free and independent nation.  It has its own flag, its own national anthem, and its own passport.  But the international community doesn’t recognize Somaliland.  That means its passport isn’t recognized either.  But under Somaliland’s constitution, its citizens are banned from holding a Somalia passport.  This “Catch 22” has spawned a black market, as Richard Lough discovered on the streets of the capital, Hargeisa.

Where Am I Wearing - Part One  (5:30)

Kelsey Timmerman is a writer who lives in Ohio.  But you never know quite where you will find him.  That’s because he’s spent a lot of time tracking down exactly where his clothes come from.  And that means lots of overseas travel.  Kelsey joins us to explain.

Coffee Shop (2:35)

Reporter Megan Williams claims the best cup of coffee in Phnom Penh, Cambodia can be found at a street corner café where all the taxi drivers gather.  In fact, it was the taxi drivers who set up the stand to help its owner -- the only member of her family who survived the torturous years of the Khmer Rouge regime.  Here’s Megan’s report.

Chocolate (4:40) 

Mexico is the birthplace of chocolate.  The story goes that a Mayan god presented his people with a gift from the garden of paradise:  the cacao tree from which chocolate is made.  Nowhere in Mexico is chocolate held in higher esteem than in Oaxaca.  It’s said every man, woman, and child in the city consumes chocolate at least once a day.  Reporter Mary Stucky went to Pilar Cabrera, a native of Oaxaca and a well-known chef, to learn the secrets of making a special kind of Mexican hot chocolate known as chocolate atole.  We join them on Mina Street, where the air is rich with the smell of chocolate.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW:


This week on the World Vision Report, an award-winning report from Prue Clarke on a man in Liberia who posts the daily news on a chalkboard with headlines and symbols -- so those who can’t read can still get the news.  The story just won the Edward R. Murrow Award for feature reporting on radio. 


We also sample tamales in New York City, chocolate in Mexico, and coffee in Cambodia.


It’s truly a tasty offering on a “staycation special” -- this week on the World Vision Report.
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