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On this week’s World Vision Report: a special edition on Malaria.


The World Health Organization says malaria kills more than a million people a year -- mostly children under the age of five.  It’s an easily preventable disease, but a lack of medication, mosquito nets, and counterfeit drugs have hampered prevention, treatment, and eradication programs for years. 


To mark World Malaria Day on April 25th, the World Vision Report focuses this week entirely on malaria -- its history, causes, treatments, and the campaign to wipe out malaria by the year 2010.

Mosquitoes (7:20)

Two-years ago, the World Health Organization set April 25th as World Malaria Day to call attention to the global effort to control the disease.  It will take money and commitment to do that.  Microsoft Corporation’s Bill Gates is fond of telling people more money is spent each year on drugs for baldness than on fighting malaria.  That’s why his foundation has pumped $1.4-billion into fighting malaria.  When it comes to malaria, the first thing we think about are the insects that carry the parasite. Mosquitoes.  So that’s where we start this hour special.  We wanted to learn a little more about mosquitoes, so we sent reporter Cynthia Graber to investigate.

Vaccine Launch (6:??)

Malaria has been around for thousands of years.  Alexander the Great is said to have died from it.

Egyptian mummies have shown signs of it.  We know that both George Washington and Abraham Lincoln suffered from it.  So, with all the technology at our disposal – why haven’t we been able to stop the disease once and for all – like we did here in the US?  There are lots of reasons:

lack of money, lack of will, lack of infrastructure.  But there is hope and it comes in the form of a vaccine.  Researchers have been looking for a malaria vaccine for 70 years.  Now the RTS,S vaccine has shown promise in early testing. And the final phase of the trial is about to begin across Africa.  Meghan Williams traveled to Gabon for the official launch. 

Racket Zapper (2:27)

In Bangkok, Thailand, the warmer weather and lots of water makes a perfect breeding ground for mosquitoes.  But Global Post correspondent Patrick Winn says most everyone in Bangkok has a handy, inexpensive device to rid themselves of the pesky insects.  He tells us about it in this commentary.

Malaria Education (6:30)

Drugs, bed nets, spraying -- they’re all critical parts of the campaign to end malaria.  But none of these tools are of any use if people don’t know why – or how - they should use them.  In Mali, celebrities are using the stage – and their status - to fight malaria.  From Mali, Grant Fuller reports.

:30 PROMO FOR THIS SHOW:


More money is spent every year on baldness than on fighting malaria.

Baldness can be ugly, but malaria kills more than a million people a year. 

It’s an easily preventable disease, but a lack of medication, mosquito nets, and counterfeit drugs have hampered prevention, treatment, and eradication programs for years. 


To mark World Malaria Day on April 25th, the World Vision Report focuses this week entirely on malaria -- its history, causes, and the campaign to wipe out malaria by the year 2010.
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