Play:  High Flyin’  Bird
DC:  This is the first of a two-part program with an n outlaw.  He, we will call him, Clyde, has spent most of his adult life living at the edges of the American economy as well as several foreign ones.  Some of the musicians who help propel this story have lived their lives near the brink of culture.  The high flying bird of Richie Havens may explain part of the draw to life on the fringes, yet life can move like an uncontrolled sign wave and in that bottom trough, Kris Kristopherson would like a little help making it through the night.

Play:  Help Me Make It Through the Night
DC:  What sort of plan did you have when you left school, if you had any?

C:  Umm, I, I don’t believe I had any plan (laughs), if I did it was pretty vague (laughs) and changing from day to day (laughs).

DC:  Well, what, what happened when, when you left school?

C:  Which, which school, high school or, or…

DC:  Well, when you finished going to school, was there, was there a time, uh, uh a time when you left high school, you didn’t go to college?

C:  Yeah, I’ve, actually when I left high school, I went down to Los Angeles, and I sort of ended up uh broke and pretending to be, well, I was living with what became the, the Moonies, for a while (laughs), pretending to be one of those people.  Actually, they took me in, I had the flu and I was real sick and I had been rolled and didn’t have any money and I stayed with them.  Pretending I was one of them for a couple months (laughs), until it looked like I might have to really do something.

DC:  What, what, what did you do when you left, the, the Moonies?

C:  Oh, I climbed out the second story window (laughs) and down.  I got out of there. And actually, then uh I was going to go back to the Bay area, but I ended up coming back to Seattle, and umm, I went to school at uh, Seattle Community for a short time, and then uh, I believe, I, I was 1A in the draft, and uh at that time I, I, I was real, really against the war.  The way we were in those days with a lot of fervor you know, so I, I ended up back in Toronto.

DC:  Ah

C:  And I lived there for a while. That was interesting.

DC:  What?

C:  Well, I lived, I lived in Yardville during uh, oh it was about 67 I guess.  And it was, it was just there was a lot going on there.  It was sort of Canada’s version of Haight Ashbury I guess. 

DC:  And, and they were friendly to those who were avoiding the draft (laughs)?

C:  Oh, hey, yeah we were celebrities.  The women all wanted to sleep with us you know (laughs)…

DC:  And, and so you probably did…

C:  Oh yeah, actually, I, I, also I did a lot of drinking too.  I’d sneak away from the hippie area and go uh to like a working class pub and drink beer and eat peanuts and watch hockey.

Play:  No Man Can Find the War
DC:  Tim Buckley feels that No Man Can Find the War. Clyde however refused to even look for it.

DC:  How, how are you making a living in Toronto?

C:  Uh, I worked a little bit for the University of Toronto.  A numerous other of areas, uh you know (laughs), ways of making money the way you do and the, the type of thing that went on in those types of communities, like yuh know selling dope and stuff like that.

DC:  (laughs) I see, so some of it was legitimate and…

C:  Yeah

DC:  and some of it was, was not.

C:  Yeah, but anyway, I eventually did end back here, in Seattle.

DC:  Yeah, but you didn’t, you didn’t come when there was an amnesty, you just…?

C:  No, I just got kind of burned out and I, I thought I was probably gonna get uh a uh, you know like one, a deferment of some sort.  But anyway, I came back, but it was interesting, it was quite an adventure coming back on the train.

DC:  What…what was that?

C:  Well I got introduced to one of the more interesting people that I, I’ve met.  She was uh, the mistress of this French Canadian, businessman in uh Montreal.  He, he kept her up in a rather nice place up near Quebec City, and he paid her way to go back and visit her parents on Vancouver Island.  And so we used that money to party across Canada (laughs)!

DC:  Oh, on the train, or did you make a few stops (laughs)?

C:  On the train!  In fact, that the club car ran out of alcohol (laughs) somewhere in Alberta.

Play:  Meet Me with Your Black Drawers On
DC:  Jeannie and Jimmy Cheathom wanted you to meet them with your black drawers on.  Clyde had time on the train for drawers of many colors.

C:  So anyway, after I got back to Vancouver, I stayed in Vancouver for a while, and then came back to Seattle.

DC:  You just hop back into town, or, or..?

C:  I came back into town. It was uh 67, 1967, and that’s when all the stuff was happening in you know in the Park and all that stuff, the demonstrations, and I, I had fun for a couple years here in Seattle, and then I ended up being reclassified 1A, so I left town.  I moved down to, to the Bay area and I stayed there for a while.  This was in 68 and 69 and I was around (laughs) there in Berkeley during all that People’s Park and all that stuff.  Took a lot of psychedelic drugs and I was getting real, all, all uh the chaos, and the riots and everything kind of burnt me out and I actually ended up going in the army, but I was still very much opposed to the war.  Figured I’d fight it from the inside.

DC:  And, (laughs) and did you?

C:  Oh I did, yeah.

Play: Fixin’ to Die Rag 

DC:  While Country Joe and the Fish feel like they’re Fixin’ to Die, Clyde has now reluctantly found the war and is fixing to fight his war within the system’s war.

DC:  There weren’t any consequences from, uh, being classified 1A and, and going up to Toronto and coming back and then when the army finally found you what, what happened?

C:  Well, my, my, my uncle was a federal uh magistrate, so it kind of worked out all right (laughs).

DC:  So, it’s, it’s who you know (laughs)…

C:  Definitely, yes, it’s Amer… well, everywhere is that way.  I was down there though, uh, actually got on national television, uh, it was horrible, it was in south Berkeley we were doing something with the local, with the black community there and, and they came out to film it.  I had taken a whole bunch of acid the night before, and so when the film crew came I tried to get as far away cuz I was, I was really burnt out looking so I was went over and started playing basketball with these young kids, and they,  they zoomed in on me to show what kind of degenerates I guess there were in Berkeley.

DC:  And you looked just like every other hippy with (laughs)..?

C:  I probably looked like some of the bums on the street here in Seattle (laughs). That was pretty…hadn’t had a bath in about 3 days and no sleep the night before.

DC:  Do you think that you just react to circumstances or, or, or do you feel like you have some control over (laughs) what happens to you?

C:  Well, if it’s, if I have any control, it’s, it’s from my subconscious.  I used to find it was easier to control other people than it was to control myself, but I think as you get older you learn restraint.

DC:  (laughs) How are you controlling other people?

C:  In Berkeley, and, you know it just it seemed like you could get people to do what, if you got them all worked up they’d sort of, I, I really, actually this is very embarrassing to talk about this, but yeah when I, when I was in the army too I was…had sort of a group of people that followed me for a very short while, maybe a couple months.  I was, uh, put in a place for a while called a Special Processings Detachment where you awaited Court Marshall.  I had a big following there.

DC:   Does that mean you were awaiting Court Marshall?

C:  Yeah, I , I was awaiting Court Marshall.

DC:  How, how did that come to be?

C:  I, I got, well I uh, I was stationed in Alaska, and uh, there was, there was a lot of problems that went on there, uh, and I ended up uh, going AWOL cuz uh, I just did. I ended up going AWOL.  I was a clerk though, so I knew how to cover my tracks, so there was no evidence that they could use to find me guilty cuz I…

DC:  You had all the proper paperwork?

C:  Yeah… 

DC:  So you were, uh, awaiting Court Marshall, but there wasn’t any way for the army to prove it.

C:  Well, when they finally did Court Marshall me they had to, the evidence wasn’t usable, so they, they found me guilty.  I, I was gone for about 3 months I guess, something like that, and they could only prove that I was gone for one day. Anyway, I got away with it.

DC:  What caused this, this group of people to be..?

C:  Well, well we all sat around, we waited in this place called a Special, Special Processings Detachment in Fort Ord, and with nothing to do, people sort of gravitate into little groups and, uh, I guess I was the center of our little group yuh know and everybody wanted to be in touch with us, cuz we were the yuh know, it’s kind of like high school, yuh know the cool people yuh know, cuz we just got away with everything.  I dressed like a Cuban Revolutionary instead of the Army uniform yuh know.

DC:  Oh, in, in the UDC:  Army, you were in Cuban fatigues?

C:   Yeah, yeah, yeah, well it was my version of it, yeah, yeah.  Had some antique, nonregulation uniforms.

DC:  How did the army react to just that?

C:  Ah, well you know it’s really funny, there was a lot of chaos in the army at that time, because of, of the war yuh know, it was a draftee army, it was mostly working class and blacks, and Latinos.  There was starting to get to be a lot of uh, agitation within the army against the war and against the government and uh, we were kind of a center for that cuz there were a lot of people that were awaiting Court Marshall, so we had Black Panthers, I mean this is just a group of the most bizarre people because some of them were like long range reconnaissance patrol, killers that, yuh know, were pretty scary people, but they were like, my buddies, so people were impressed and there was some rumor that I was up for a murder rap, so that made me very cool I guess.  I knew about a couple murders that happened up in Alaska and I had gone to,to the press as uh an anonymous source. 

DC:  And this is why you went AWOL up there?

C:  It was, yeah, it was definitely one of the reasons, they don’t like, somehow they figured out that it was me I guess.  Everywhere I went they were one step behind, so a bunch of friends got a bunch of money together and they bought me a ticket to get out of there.  A ticket down here to Seattle.  I moved down to the Bay area and lived down there with some friends for a while, till I eventually I did something stupid and got caught, which was probably good, cuz I haven’t, wouldn’t have wanted to live that way.

DC:  So the military police came and..

C:  I was in Santa Ria, if you’ve ever been to Alameda county, that’s their, their jail.  I was there for about a week and a half.  And then they transferred me over to the Presidio.  I was in the stockade for one day, which was real scary.

DC:  You, you didn’t have a following in the stockade?

C:  No, I was all alone and it was real scary, but then they transferred me down to Fort Ord and I was there for 3 months.

DC:  But this was just awaiting…

C:  Awaiting trial, yeah, and then, and then I had my trial and then I was awaiting orders as to where I’d be assigned after that, so all uh all together it was 3 months.  I think it was probably 2 months, I, I can’t remember, it was probably 2 months to the trial and then a month to uh awaiting orders.  And they finally cut orders real quick cuz they wanted to get me out of there.  I always felt like I must have been getting some help from somebody cuz nothing every happened to me, and I did some pretty crazy things when I was in there.  I Instigated two riots, one that uh I know for sure.

DC:  During this time, you were awaiting orders?

C:  Oh yeah, yeah, oh yeah, yeah…

DC:  Oh, how, how did that…?

C:  Oh, strange, they were cracking down and so I just uh went around all day talking to people, getting them fired up and told some of the people that were my friends to do the same thing and so we got everybody worked up, and then I also had, uh, access and this friend of mine that was a Black Panther had access to all these Green Beret manuals for Gorilla Warfare, (laughs) so I ended up teaching people tactics and stuff.

DC:  The army got a dose of what it teaches its elite.

C:  Yeah, yeah as a matter of fact, some of my followers were the elite.  They had been trained, they were Green Berets and LRRP’s, Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol.

DC:  Does that mean you’re killing from long range or what?

C:  No, in Vietnam, they’d go off  by themselves or in a small group, and yeah, kill, but not from long range, from very close range.  They’re traditionally some of the craziest people in the army cuz they, you’re spending a long time alone out there in the boondocks, yuh know, sneaking up and slitting somebody’s throat or something.

Play:  Babylon is Falling Down, Shake ‘Em on Down   

DC:  Dan Smith told us that Babylon is Falling Down. And R.L. Burnside wants to Shake Em on Down. Clyde, meanwhile, is doing whatever he can to assist in the shaking and falling of Babylon.

DC:  Were you in Vietnam?

C:  No, actually I wasn’t.  I was in Alaska, and I was in California.

DC:  So after you were uh awaiting orders..

C:  They sent me…

DC:  They sent you..

C:  They sent me back up to uh Alaska again.

DC:  Did anything happen about those murders, or they were unsolved?

C:  I never, I never heard, heard anything about it.  I had scored some dope for the barracks and I came back and they said there is an FBI guy that wants to see you at the orderly room, and uh so I came back and I looked and there he was standing in front of the barracks, so I, I climbed up the outside of the barracks, and cuz my place was up on the second floor, and I came in the window and I cut myself and I was all bleeding and there were all these people and, some of them I guess were on mescaline or something and they, they had heard that the FBI was looking for murder, and I came in with blood all over me, all scared, but actually I, I left from there for a while too, cuz I, I was real scared.  I went down with a friend of mine who was being released and I stayed with him in LA for uh about 3 or 4 days cuz I was real scared.  I came back and somehow they didn’t do anything against me because the army didn’t want the FBI, there’s a lot of jealousy.  Anyway, that’s all I ever heard, but it was scary enough.

DC:  This time you, you weren’t filling out the paperwork to cover your tracks.

C:  No, I don’t know how I got away with it, I really don’t.  I often wondered how I got away with it, I just did.  I think they were afraid to do anything against me because they knew that I had a pretty large following.
Play:  The Captain

DC:  Leonard Cohen just had a direct message for his Captain.  Clyde, however, tries to deliver messages of a more subtle kind to his overseers.  We end this hour with another tune from Leonard Cohen, Take this Waltz.  When we next meet Clyde, he takes a waltz through Los Angeles.

Play:  Take this Waltz
 Leonard Cohen would like you To Take this Waltz, we would like you to take this radio station.  Take it seriously that is.  You are the partner in this audio dance, our dance for you is to offer the highest quality programming our volunteers can produce.  Your part in the dance is to provide the means, the juice, the lubricant, the music.  You are the people who pay the band.  Call 425-742-4541 and tell us just how big an orchestra you wish for the dance.  Thanks to Clyde for his participation in this program.  Join us next time for the conclusion of his stories.  The drift chamber is produced legally in association with KSER Everett.
