Play:  Compared to What?

DC:  This is the second of a two part program in which we continue our conversation with the outlaw, Clyde, not his given name.  Many of the musicians who help steer this conversation have struggled with human and world affairs similar to Clyde’s.  We just heard Les McCann and Eddie Harris making a few apt comparisons in Compared to What?  When we last left Clyde, he was just leaving the army and comparing it to life in Los Angeles.

DC:  You were in the army for 2 years, or…?

C:  Well, it was about 3 years and then I got out and then I just drifted, I went down and lived with some friends of mine that were trying to make it into acting down in L.A. and they were just completely crazy.  I decided that wasn’t the kind of life I wanted to live (laughs), it was just bizarre…all sorts of drugs and sex and rock and roll…that sounds kind of good right now. (laughs) It was a little bit fun, but..

DC:  And, and you made a living down there by doing what?

C:  I just sort of drifted.  I stayed with friends and just odd jobs.  Arranging for people to meet other people yuh know so that they could make money and I'd get a little something out of it.  The kind of scene that I was in down there was basically your, yuh know, like Pulp Fiction.  That’s the kind of people I was living with.  That was horrible.  A buddy that I was staying with, he, he lived there and his, his fiancé and then I was there and my girlfriend. I think maybe I (laughs), I’ve told you this story before.  She was a model so she would be home pretty much during the day and my girlfriend was off working somewhere during the day, so I was with her during the day and he was gone and my girlfriend was gone so we did all sorts of things during the day (laughs).  I was doing it with her during the day and then I was doing it with my girlfriend at night, and eventually he kind of got suspicious and…

DC:  How long did this take? (laughs)

C:  Oh, about 3 months.  How long could you put up with something like that?  I mean it was crazy.

DC:   It may be crazy but usually what you hear is the person who is having this done to them is the last to know.

C:  Uh, well, I’m sure he was last to know! (laughs) I think everybody else pretty much knew what was going on, seeing us hanging out and driving around and...

DC:  Maybe part of it is the person being forlorn is not wanting to believe it.

C:  Well, he took me out one time and asked me.  I don’t like to lie, but he had a gun with him so, well, I’d never do anything like that to my friends (laughs).

Play:  Rockin’ my Life Away

DC:  While Jerry Lee Lewis was Rockin’ his Life Away, Clyde finds himself spending a holiday weekend in a California city cell.

DC:  There’s a story you told that I, I think happened down in L.A. and you, you spent Christmas in the slammer?  Was this…

C:  No that was uh, that was uh, uh, the 4th of July.  This is before we moved to Van Nyes, we were living in Northridge and we had a party.  Some drugie crashed the party, and uh, a downer freak, and he was just staggering all over.  He had this big jar of downers, and he’s staggering all over, and yuh know, I don’t remember what happened because I, I drank a lot and uh actually I picked up a few off the floor and I took those (laughs) and I and I and I crashed with my girlfriend in the back room.  The next day when we were cleaning up this incredible mess, we kept finding these pills all over the place, and eventually we ended up with a whole jar of them.  And, uh, this buddy of mine from Covina…”well, yeah, there’s, yuh know, they’re all downer freaks over there” and they said “yeah, we could take these over there and make some money”.  So, we planned in the next day to get up early and go over to West Covina, but I couldn’t get the use of a car, so we had to hitchhike over there.  And, it’s pretty miserable, yuh know, standing at on ramps and just waiting and waiting and, and we were getting bored and frustrated and yuh know, it was starting to get hot and so, well, we go, “well, yuh know, lets take one of these!” Yuh know, I go, “why not?”, I’m not really sure what, what they do.  The first time I had one was at the party yuh know, so, to make a long story short, it took quite a while to get over to West Covina and by the time we got there (laughs) there was uh, there wasn’t enough to really sell (laughs).  Uh, there may have been like 1 or 2 left in the bottle.  And uh, so um my friends said, well let’s go over to this buddy of mine’s house and I’ll just give them, uh, there was like 4 of them left or something.  So we go over there and uh, uh they roll a joint and we lay around and listen to music and I’m just, yuh know, I can’t believe how out of it I am, yuh know, and, and so he said “well, lets go, go back over to my house” and I’m trying to walk and I’m just staggering all over the place, no control yuh know.  The next thing I know, yuh know, we’re walking down this big boulevard and the police had pulled us over.  They got us both out on the car and, spread eagle and all this stuff and take everything out of our pocket and put it on the, on the front of the car.  I’m really scared cuz I think, God, they’re gonna get me for drugs or something yuh know, I don’t know, I was pretty naïve.  The one that I had in my pocket that looked pretty interesting was a pack of uh Doublemint gum, so I immediately reach for the gum yuh know, and open it up and started chewing and the cop got all mad yuh know, “hey, you can’t do that” yuh know  and I thought “ Oh I’m sorry officer, yuh know I’ve been drinking a little bit and (laughs) he goes, well what have you been drinking?  “Well, vodka” (laughs).  So, they took, they took us to jail and they, they booked me for public drunkenness (laughs).  They couldn’t smell anything on my, they didn’t do a breathalyzer, yuh know, but they, yuh know, I obviously was drunk (laughs).  I admitted to, uh, drinking and all that so.  It was uh a 3 day weekend, 4th of July, and so I slept it off (laughs).   I mean, literally, I slept that whole 3 days.  I got my little hearing and I was sentenced to uh, a small fine and uh, on probation and I had to go to drug and alcohol school.

DC:  And, and this was for the public drunkenness?

C:  Public drunkenness.  Although, I, I hadn’t had anything to drink for three, three days, but that was how it worked out.  So I got to go, it was real interesting drug and alcohol class.  I used to uh, get my friend with the fiancé (laughs).  We used to drive over in her car and I’d go and uh I’d sit in the bar and have a couple drinks (laughs) and make the class a little easier (laughs), plus I, I thought it helped me play the role, after all, I was living with actors yuh know.  Yuh had to prepare for the part (laughs).

Play:  Sweet Cocaine
DC:  As Fred Neil fills his brain with Cocaine, Clyde drains his and comes back to Seattle.

DC:  You’re back in Seattle doing temp jobs..

C:  Yeah

DC:  And, and bored with that so..

C:  Then I went back to school I guess for a while..

DC:  This was when you decided to take Chinese?  Is that…?

C:  No, what happened was, uh, in the process of going back to school, uh, there was this Thai woman that sat behind me.  You’re lonely, you’re, you’re writing poetry in Thai and, and I got sort of involved with her, but I was, had, just broken up and I was, I was real kind of reticent of any deep involvement.  She, she was teaching me the language and the culture to go over and meet her parents and I could see where this was going and it scared me and I freaked out.

Play:  Goin’ down Geneva
DC:  Van Morrison is Goin’ down Geneva.  Due to his close encounter with a woman of Thai lineage, Clyde is now going down Thailand.

C:  Somehow that led, led later on to me actually going over to Thailand on my, on my own.  Well, actually I went over to Indonesia to teach English, but I decided to go up to Malaysia and Thailand, see a little of that first and I ended up staying there in Thailand.

DC:  Oh, so you never taught…

C:  I taught a little bit, yeah, but then I taught English in Thailand too, which wasn’t as lucrative as Indonesia, cuz people would do anything to stay there (laughs).

DC:  To stay in Thailand?

C:  Yeah.

DC:  Well, you, you mean foreigners would do anything.

C:  Yeah, yeah, yeah.  Frongs as they’re called.  The long nosed foreigners.  

DC:  Frongs are the honkies?

C:  Yeah.

DC:  So how, how long did you stay in, in Thailand?

C:  Well, it was about three years.

DC:  And, and you, you found a way to make a living?

C:  A number of different ways, yeah (laughs).  And English, teaching English was not very lucrative, but it, yuh did get to meet a lot of people.  And there were a lot of interesting people to meet, and people that would tell me about different jobs.  I sold the um cosmetics at the markets and fairs for a while, doing a little comedy routine, yuh know, when I was the yuh, yuh know, big tall white guy yuh know, and asked me questions about Thailand and, and I was just, I can’t remember the comedy routine cuz it was in Thai yuh know, but it was to attract uh the ladies to buy their cosmetics.

DC:  So you were the Avon guy in Thailand (laughs)?

C:  Yeah, yeah I was the Avon guy in Thailand (laughs).

Play:  Boll Weevil
DC:  Brooke Benton just explained how the Boll Weevil makes a living inside a cotton boll.  Meanwhile, Clyde is using his skills to burrow into the economy of Thailand.
DC:  And, you probably sold other cosmetics as well or..?

C:  Well, other things yeah (laughs). Commodities.

DC:  Uh huh.  How did that come about?

C:  Gee, I just fell into things, but uh I knew people and a lot of times I’d hang out and where the tourists hang out yuh know.  And they’d ask whether they could get this or that and I would go and get this or that for them and then I decided I should make a little money from it.

DC:  There are of course laws in Thailand as well as here.

C:  Yeah, well you have to know the police and the police know you and you have to pay them a little bit.

DC:  So you had these acquaintances…

C:  Yeah.

DC:  Already before you began

C:  Oh yeah, I stayed in Koso Mui there’s beautiful beaches in Thailand, and I stayed there for about 3 months and I actually had my little dating service there (laughs) for the tourists.  Well, some girls got together and they decided they couldn’t speak English well enough to get customers, so this was a way that I could find in staying there and living.  We’d all go to these parties and I’d talk to these guys and arrange for (laughs) for them to, to have uh (laughs) a date.  So I did that for a while until I started drinking an awful lot and started seeing the darker, more ugly side.  Sometimes I’d have to threaten guys that wouldn’t pay money or I’d hear about them being mean to the girls or something and it was really bothering me, so I ended up getting away from it (laughs).

DC:  You still remained in, in Thailand?

C:   I did for a while, I, I went down to Malaysia and then I came back up and I, I found my mother had had a stroke or something, something like that.  Anyway, I came back here for a while and then went back there.  And that’s when I centered in Bangkok, which they say is the most appropriately named  city in the world, and I, I could say (laughs) that’s probably true, but I uh, I did, I traveled around to with a job, yuh know, um, selling cosmetics and uh, that sometimes would be lucrative and sometimes it wouldn’t cuz we’d just split up the take after the day and take our percentage.  Sometimes it would be a lot of work and we wouldn’t get anything and I was getting real tired and so I got away from that for a while.  I met some people, we went up to Burma, snuck into Burma.  We eventually started, uh, running tours to the national democratic front there and they needed some income so people could have and adventure tour.  You could go somewhere that was really dangerous where they’d have to have an armored guard and they could meet real revolutionaries and all this stuff.  We did that for a while, but we were also bringing them Malarial medicine cuz they were, they were really good people and they were fighting for a good cause.

DC:  So they agreed to be a, a tourist attraction for..

C:  Well they wanted, they wanted some, some sorts of income because they, they were on the Southern front and they were not into making money from drugs like the Shan people up North where it was real dangerous.  I’d have been there too and that was kind of scary cuz somebody had gone “oh yeah”, telling everybody I was CIA and so I decided I better not go there anymore.  The Mahn and Korin people that were, what was then called the National Democratic Front, they made their money through taxing smugglers, bringing things into the Burma, cuz Burma had a really big black market, because of their repressive system.  We came up with this thing of running yuh know tourist attractions.

Play:  Caravan
DC:  When Duke Ellington and Juan Tizol wrote Caravan, it is doubtful that they thought it would reach Burmese rebels.  However, that is precisely where Clyde took it.

DC:  After the uh, the, the tour guide closed (laughs), where did you..?

C:  (laughs) Then I was teaching English in Bang, in Bangkok for English uh, diff

DC:  Different?

C:  Different English schools.  Some of them would, I’d have to travel all over Bangkok and sometimes way outside in the suburbs to teach English and then I tutored privately.  I’d have my own private tour guide thing for tourists, show them the seedier parts of Bangkok.  I’d get uh, a night on the town from that and they could be with somebody they could trust.  It seemed like the Europeans and the Americans trusted, I looked pretty trustworthy, although I do remember that we were scheming to run a scam on some of the American tourists cuz we didn’t like the way things were going yuh know?  Before it became a real middle class tourist attraction and we didn’t like the fact that the free life was coming to an end, so we thought, “well they’ll trust us cuz we’re Americans” (laughs)  That would, that was just one of those nights in the café drinking too much things that we talked about all the time and never did.

DC:  When you say we, is this..

C:  Oh there’s, I had a group of um ex-patriot friends, English and Australians, different nationalities, never Americans, not very many Americans.

Play:  Tower of Song
DC:  As Leonard Cowen surveys his scene from the Tower of Song,  Clyde begins to feel trapped in a tower of English, along with one other complication. 
DC:  What led to your leaving?

C:  I had a wife over there and we had some problems and broke up and I started drinking real heavy and getting depressed and not working, so I guess uh my mom had a stroke, and all those things added up to where I was just, I was not working, just drinking and acting crazy and eventually uh, I had to come back.  I was very depressed about the break up that we had and as, as it turned out she was too, cuz I, I did come back for a visit later and uh talked to a lot of our old friends and I, I saw her again too.  Yuh know, it was just one of those tragic things that happen to people from different cultures, the little misunderstandings.

Play:  Hey, That’s No Way to Say Goodbye
DC:  Roberta Flack reminds Clyde that there is no good way to say goodbye.  Troubled by his relationship, Clyde is also disturbed by his next story.

DC:  Did you do something to a cop car one time?

C:  Oh yeah, that was when I was in Berkeley.  At one of the uh, it was um July 14th.

DC:  Bastille day

C:  Yeah.  It was after uh People’s Park.  There had been someone killed in the, the first People’s Park demonstration, and so we, this was the second one and we were gonna tear the, the fence down.  I, err, I threw this great big chunk of cement over the fence and some National Guard guy quickly got out of the way, and thankfully, cuz it would have probably killed him.  From there we moved back, what, from the fence and we tipped over this squad car and I told them the technique that I knew, yuh know, pop the gas cap and if you put a sheet down in the tank and then pull, pull it back out and light it and run like hell, you’ll blow the whole car, and that’s, that’s what we did.  We blew the whole car and we got chased through People’s Park by the riot squad popping off tear gas canisters at me.  I was a pretty fast runner at that time, so I was running through, I remember I ran through a Ferrari dealership, which I thought was pretty neat (laughs).  I can remember running underneath clothes lines and just looking back and seeing somebody, blam.  But uh, yeah I ran fast enough to elude the police and then get back on the ave to be tear gassed or pick up some canisters and throw them back.  It was the old revolution, it was fun, but gee whiz, that must have been weird for the older, more level headed people, though, to see that happen because I think there could have been some real social reform if it hadn’t gone overboard like that.  And I believe there were, looking back I can remember now some people that I thought were agent provocateurs, a lot of them.  It’s easy to get people stirred up to…

DC:  Do you now think, think of the past with any type of regret or fondness?

C:  Both.  Most of the regret is not for things that I, a few things that I’ve done.  Mostly all the opportunities that I had that I didn’t take.  So I had things, I could have been a wealthy man by now, but I just, I sort of looked at life as just a very fun little game.  It was fun, I had fun, I did.  I think I still am, but, well I’m at the age where you have to be responsible.  You can’t be responsible when you’re young, what’s the use of being responsible when you’re young?  That’s, that’s for when you’re old and tired.  

DC:  It was the fun that was intriguing, but business was boring?  Is that…

C:  Oh yeah, well isn’t it?

DC:  Well, to some, yeah.

C:  Unless, unless, you’re business is fun.

DC:  Well, to some people the, the business of making deals is fun. 

C:  It’s frightening, but necessary. We need to have some of those people around.  They should never be in control though.  They should be kept on a close leash, people like me do less damage than people like that, cuz I always had good intentions whenever anything came out bad.

DC:  Your intentions were just to, to have fun?

C:   Not in a mean way that would hurt anybody.  Have fun and yet, make the world a little better place.  Not that I did, I probably made it a worse place (laughs)

Play:  Monsters of the Id
DC:  Mose Allison gave us his take on those who are vexed by monsters dwelling in one’s id.  Clyde had reached his own conclusions as well.  You can keep the radio monsters at bay here by sending the station a portion of your money.  Quelling the monsters only happens through the largess of your lucre.  Call 425-742-4541 to help suppress the radio id.  My thanks to Clyde for his time.  The Drift Chamber is an oar less production in association with KSER Everett.
