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Call to Prayer 

This is the call to prayer at the third annual civic picnic for the Muslim community in Northern Virginia. It looks very much like any other American picnic with its barbecues, soft drinks, Frisbees, kids, and well … speeches. 
Intro to candidate Bob 
Running for Commonwealth Attorney of Loudon County
Candidate Bob speech 
With nearly four hundred motivated voters spending the afternoon, candidates for the upcoming local and state elections in Virginia have lined to make their case. Some of the speakers don’t even have opponents. Priscilla Martinez, a local Muslim finds this candidate turnout very encouraging. 
Priscilla Martinez 


the community in general, first and foremost realizes, you know…somebody is listening, and they care enough to come out here…. that is good for the morale of the community.
But the attention is in sharp contrast to last year’s picnic, says Mukit Hossain.
Mukit Hossain
It was slim pickins, and the politicians started looking at Muslims as potential liabilities.  And I know of a number of candidates who were returning funds donated by Muslims.
Hossain is the founder of PACE or The Platform for Active Civil Empowerment. It’s a new Political Action Committee that is raising the political profile of the local Muslim community. The spark that launched PACE came in March 2002, when the FBI raided the homes of twenty prominent Virginia Muslims. 
Mukit Hossain 

it’s not so much that there was an investigation going on, which is probably quite reasonable, but it’s the manner in which these investigations were conducted which are very alarming….  At that point we also started talking with various local officials...   Some of them were quite receptive and supportive and some of them of course tried to distance themselves from the muslims. We realized that given the number of muslims we have in Northern Virginia, … we can certainly try to mobilize this group and it becomes a very strong entity, a very persuasive entity for anybody who is seeking office.
With nearly 35,000 Muslims in the area, the goal of an engaged and persuasive voter block seemed quite feasible. One hurdle however was motivating older citizens, many of whom came as immigrants from countries where it was wiser and safer to stay out of politics. Mukit Hossain explains their dilemma… 
Mukit Hossain 

They are generally afraid of politics, especially when the USA patriot act was passed, and especially when they hear about different profilings and persecutions...  They get very, very nervous.  There’s a tendency among that group to try to even dissuade other folks from participating.  It’s almost like a defense mechanism, 33:55 that if we don’t make noise, maybe no one will notice
It took a younger generation of Muslims, born and brought up in the US, to shake things up.
Mukit Hossain
 They have been weaned on the democratic processes, and people’s right to demand rights, so they tend to be a little bit more vocal…now to some degree success breeds success….  the older generation …slowly but surely, are getting involved, getting at least strongly supportive, if not involved in our activities.



When the US government started investigating many Islamic charities for alleged terrorism ties, many Muslims became afraid to carry out their religious obligation to donate to charity. Priscilla Martinez a converted Muslim and a PACE donor noticed a change in these donations.
Priscilla Martinez 

… from monetarily supporting organizations that would provide social services and toward organizations that would work to ensure that muslims are not disenfranchised and to ensure everyone’s civil liberties… 


PACE has raised $35,000 dollars this year from nearly 200 donors. Contributions range from 50 to 10,000 dollars and go towards committee’s civil rights agenda.
Mukit Hossain 

we require a candidate to support civil liberties, one of the more technical things that we ask for is that they would support a resolution an anti-USA patriot act resolution in the body where they would serve, whether it’s a county or a state. Such resolutions…send a symbolic message to the Congress and to the Senate that this is not something that the American public necessarily wants.

Democrat Ron Christian is a retired priest and a first time political candidate who is running for the Virginia State Senator. Christian’s candidacy is supported by PACE.
Ron Christian

I have told the people of the community that I will be very supportive of anything that protects human civil rights and civil liberties.  and when any laws that our land or community makes that would take those liberties away… for any reason I will be …first in line… to make sure …that would not take place.

For the Muslim community, candidates like Christian bring some reassurance of a new political climate. But some things haven’t changed. Two local candidates have been using PUSH polls. Unlike traditional polls, a PUSH poll ‘feeds’ an opinion to the voter. And often what’s being fed can be damaging or untruthful information about an opposing candidate. Mukit Hossain explains...
Mukit Hossain 
one question in those polls was that my opponent xyz had received thousands of dollars from suspected terrorists and how do you feel about that.  Of course they did not mention who these terrorists are.  They didn’t.  And when I confronted these candidates, their first reaction was, well, we didn’t say muslims.
PACE’s efforts have resulted in a public apology from one candidate while negotiations continue with the other. Incidents like these have only served to strengthen the resolve of the community to be politically engaged. 


The success of PACE and its efforts may ultimately rest on newly registered voters like Ibrahim Halawi.

Ibrahim Halawi

We are American also, We have to participate in our rights here in this country, we are like any other American we live here, we work here, we pay taxes…. I have a lot of friends who have registered to vote. No one wants to stay home this time.



And that’s exactly what PACE and the Muslim community is counting on. In Fairfax, Virginia, I’m Sesh Kannan 
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