Dear friend, 

This is a commentary we’ve been running on WTMD’s air about the events unfolding in aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  We hope it captures our, and perhaps your, hope for New Orleans and everyone who has been affected by this disaster.  We remain respectful of those injured or lost and hopeful that everyone will see a better day soon.

Steve Yasko, General Manager.

No other city is as dedicated to music as New Orleans.  Indeed, the soul of America is more vibrant on Bourbon Street than almost anywhere else in America or the world.

WTMD wouldn’t exist with the sounds of New Orleans.  Our days would be dull if every artist who spent time in the French Quarter, the uptown jazz clubs, or the Warehouse district were removed from our library. 

For those of us who have frequented New Orleans, we are in mourning. For the beignets at café Dumond, Sunday Breakfast at Mothers, and a Muffletta from the Central Grocery. Hell, I’d give up coffee for a year to just have dozen oysters and a cold beer at the Acme right now.

At night we remember the sounds of Tippitina’s, The House of Blues and the street players in Jackson square.  
For Those of you who have never been there. Don’t fret too much.  While we have much more darkness to go through before the dawn, we have no doubt that New Orleans will survive and thrive again.
Music is like that.  It won’t die. It won’t let cities die. It soothes those who have lost family and property.  It inspires us to help others.  Music consoles and invigorates us.  Music connects us all.
If you’ve ever felt the passion of a blues guitar, or marched to the clarinet  of a Dixie Land Jazz procession,  or just danced all night to a zydeco band you then you know music is going to play a big part in the rebuilding of the Big Easy.
There is more information about the challenges facing the region struck by hurricane Katrina on our website including a link the American Red Cross who is directly helping the folks who are directly affected by the storm.  Our thoughts go out to our colleagues at public radio stations WWNO and WWOZ whose facilities have been destroyed.   Thanks for loving the music as much as we do.

