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LEAD: ON THE WEEKEND OF JULY FIFTEENTH THROUGH THE SEVENTEENTH, THOUSANDS OF PUGET SOUND SOCCER FANS FLOCKED TO THE STARFIRE SPORTS COMPLEX IN TUKWILA TO WATCH THE OPENING ROUNDS OF THE THIRD ANNUAL ALL NATIONS CUP.  THIRTY-THREE TEAMS REPRESENTING AS MANY COUNTRIES WILL COMPETE FOR TWO WEEKS IN WHAT HAS BEEN CALLED WORLD CUP SEATTLE, BUT AS NATHAN FRIEND REPORTS, SOCCER IS NOT THE TOURNAMENT’S ONLY DRAW.
AV/NWS/Soccer/  3:31
SAM HASSAN STANDS AT THE TOP OF A LARGE SET OF BLEACHERS, SURVEYING THE ANIMATED CROWD BELOW.  BORN AND RAISED IN RIO DE JANEIRO, HASSAN HAS SPENT HIS ENTIRE LIFE AROUND THE GAME OF SOCCER. GROWING UP, HE PLAYED FOR SEVERAL HOURS EVERY DAY. LIKE MANY BRAZILIANS, SOCCER BECAME A PART OF HIS LIFE.
HASSAN: They asked a Brazilian once if it was true if for Brazilians soccer was a matter of life and death and he said, “No, no, no, no, it’s way more than that,” and it’s true for most nations out there, so this, you want to see soccer that is emotion, passion, skill, beautiful things, this is the place to be, this is the best soccer in the northwest right now.

HASSAN SWEEPS HIS ARM AROUND, INCDICATING THE EIGHT TEAMS AT PLAY ON THE SOCCER FIELDS SPREAD OUT AROUND HIM.  THEY’RE COMPETING IN THE FIRST ROUND OF ALL NATIONS CUP 2005.  FOUNDED IN 2003, THE ALL NATIONS CUP IS A SOCCER TOURNAMENT MADE UP OF TEAMS REPRESENTING THE DIFFERENT IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES IN THE NORTHWEST

THE MAJORITY OF PLAYERS ARE FIRST OR SECOND GENERATION AMERICANS.  THEY PLAY ON TEAMS ALONGSIDE PLAYERS FROM THE SAME COUNTRY OF ORIGIN.
ALTHOUGH ONLY TWELVE TEAMS COMPETED IN 2003, THAT NUMBER EXPLODED TO THIRTY-THREE THIS YEAR.  THEY NOW REPRESENT COUNTRIES RANGING FROM ETHIOPIA TO DENMARK, EVEN IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN.  SAM HASSAN COACHES THE BRAZILIAN TEAM.
ALL NATIONS CUP IS THE BRAINCHILD OF SEATTLE-NATIVE JESSICA BREZNAU.  THE TOURNAMENT WAS THE FIRST PROJECT OF SISTER COMMUNITIES, A NON-PROFIT BREZNAU FOUNDED IN 2003.  THE ORGANIZATION HOPES TO FOSTER CROSS-COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS.  BREZNAU SAYS THAT HER OWN EXPERIENCE PLAYING PICK UP GAMES IN HER RAINIER VALLEY NEIGHERHOOD LED TO THE IDEA OF LINKING SEATTLE’S DISPARATE ETHNIC COMMUNITIES THROUGH SOCCER. 
BREZNAU: Its something people do, get a ball and play with their friends, and I was thinking that, why don’t they play together against each other, and so this was a way to do it

SHE ALSO STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE OF ATTENDING CULTURAL EVENTS LIKE THE GOODWILL GAMES AND FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL.
BREZNAU: I just think that, that everyone should have those opportunities because it gives us a chance to see outside ourselves, to see more than ourselves and then be able to think about other people in a wider way, wider context.

ACCORDING TO BOTH BREZNAU AND HASSAN, SOCCER TRANSCENDS CULTURAL BOUNDARIES AND BECOME A LANGUAGE AND CULTURE IN ITS OWN RIGHT.  HASSAN SAYS THE ALL NATIONS CUP IS AN EXPRESSION OF THIS SHARED EXPERIENCE
HASSAN: This is a celebration of who we are, it’s a celebration of our diversity, it’s the best example of respect for each other that you can have.  Soccer is the only sport that imitates life because you never know the result; the best team can lose.  And it’s completely unpredictable like life is, that’s why there is so much passion in soccer, by the players, by the audience, that’s why FIFA has more members than the United Nations.
THE TOURNAMENT, ORIGINALLY BILLED AS WORLD CUP SEATTLE, IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH FIFA, THE INTERNATIONAL SOCCER ASSOCIATION THAT PUTS ON THE ACTUAL WORLD CUP.  ALL NATIONS DOES, HOWEVER, RETAIN MUCH OF THE ORIGINAL’S INTERNATIONAL FLAVOR, WITH PERFORMANCES FROM SEVERAL ETHNIC GROUPS.
COACH SAM HASSAN HOPES IT WON’T BE ONLY SOCCER FANS THAT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE TWO WEEK EVENT, WHICH ENDS SUNDAY, JULY 31.
HASSAN: If you don’t come here you have no idea what you’re missing, you have absolutely no…you don’t even have to like soccer, the atmosphere is beyond belief (cheering) you see? And we’re just starting.  The atmosphere here … this is the place to be for the next two weeks.
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