Worms

“Underground” Episode

April 17, 2008

Lede: Jessica Meyers reports on a man who makes his living from the underground…literally.

(Ambi of worms being poured into plastic bag at farmer’s market)

JURCAN: Should we do some team work here?


CUSTOMER: Ok.


JURCAN: OK, you hold I pour. (Sounds of dirt)


(:10)

AMID THE BLOOD ORANGES, ARTICHOKES AND STRAWBERRY JAM SOLD AT BERKELEY’S SATURDAY FARMERS MARKET, MIKI JURCAN (YurSan) IS SELLING SOMETHING ELSE. (:09)
JURCAN: We have here two products. They are a based on worm castings. One is worm castings. And then the smaller bags are a mixture of coffee grounds and castings and they are sifted very, very fine for the people who would like to feed their plants with something organic and natural. And that’s what we have. 


(:23)

WORM CASTINGS? 


JURCAN: That’s a fine word for worm poop.

(:46)

JURCAN’S BEEN SELLING WORM COMPOST FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS. HE RUNS BAY WORMS, A SMALL WORM COMPANY THAT OPERATES OUT OF THE ALAMEDA POINT COOPERATIVE IN ALAMEDA’S OLD NAVAL BASE. (:13)

“We are a little different than the other composting facilities. The process in a big worm composting facility, it’s actually 72 days from when they drop the green waste to the day they bag and sell. The bacteria and fungi and worms need a lot more time to create the compost, which is what we do.” 


(:27)

(1:26)

SOME CALL IT A WORM FETISH, BUT THE THEORY BEHIND THIS NATURAL DECOMPOSITION PROCESS IS ITS SUSTAINABILITY. RED WORMS EAT FOOD SCRAPS FROM DONORS LIKE TRADER JOE’S AND THE LOCAL VIETNAMESE MARKET. WHAT COMES OUT, MAKES GREAT FERTILIZERS.   (:13)

JURCAN: Something unique happens when the soil gets to the worm’s guts because what comes out on the other end is in mineralized form. The worm castings are superior to anything.  (:14)

BUCKETS OF SOIL SURROUND THIS WHITE-BEARDED MAN FROM CROATIA. HIS FINGERS ARE CAKED WITH DIRT. FROM THE LOVING WAY HE DESCRIBES WHAT’S UNDER THE GROUND, YOU’D NEVER KNOW HE USED TO BE A GRAPHIC ARTIST. (:09)

(1:52)

JURCAN: Maybe it’s one of those so-called mid-life crises and I must say I enjoy every moment of it. (:09)

HE EVEN ENJOYS THE CONFUSED LOOKS OF THOSE WHO PASS BY. A SIGN IN FRONT OF JURSAN ADVERTISES FREE WORM TASTINGS. THERE ARE FREE SAMPLES OF CLEMENTINES AND OLIVE OIL, HE SAYS, WHY NOT WORMS? AND SO FAR? (:13)

JURCAN: “Ladies have more courage than the macho mans walking the streets of Berkeley.  You know, if I advertise or I am joking with the worm tasting, I’ve got to do it. If they ask me what the worm tastes like, well it tastes like dirt. What were you expecting?   (laughs) (:22)


(Ambi-interaction with customers)

CUSTOMER: “Ohh, look at all those worms. Look at those things.”

MIKI JURCAN “Yes.”

CUSTOMER “Great.” (sounds of pouring dirt) 

(:08)


(2:44)

WHETHER SHOPPERS TASTE THESE EARTHY CRITTERS OR BUY A BAGGIE OF SUPER COMPOST AT $2.50 A POUND, CUSTOMERS FLOCK TO HIS LITTLE SET-UP AT THE EDGE OF THE OUTDOOR MARKET. (:09)

RIMA: “Some people are a little grossed out by the fact that it’s worm poop, but hey, I don’t care.” (:05)

RIMA, WHO BOUGHT 5 BAGS OF WORM CASTINGS ON THIS SUNNY SATURDAY, IS A REGULAR. (:06)

(3:04)
RIMA: “It’s organic. It’s a renewable resource. You just keep feeding those worms and they keep casting. It’s inexpensive. It’s a local business and he’s a nice knowledgeable guy and gives you good tips if you are a beginning gardener. I don’t need them but it’s good if you are just starting out. 


(:11)

IT MAY BE CHEAP FOR THE CUSTOMER, BUT THIS UNDERGROUND ECONOMY ISN’T EXACTLY LUCRATIVE FOR THE SELLER. JURCAN SAYS HE MAY BREAK EVEN FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THREE YEARS. STILL, HE BELIEVES WHAT’S UNDER THE GROUND WILL EVENTUALLY PAY OFF, IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHER.  (:13)


CUSTOMER: “I want to come back.”

JURCAN: “You better hurry up because spring is coming, spring is here. Then if you have a garden, it takes a couple of months to get going. Then if you buy some of our stuff you will have tomatoes coming out of your ears.”


(:21)
FOR NORTH GATE RADIO, THIS IS JESSICA MEYERS. (:02)

(3:52) 

Fade out to “Worm Guts” by The Rockin’ Worms (:10)

TRT: 4:02 (4:07 with music)

