California’s Empty Pockets

SAY THE WORD “MONEY” IN SACRAMENTO THESE DAYS AND MOST LAWMAKERS FLINCH. THE STATE IS FACING A BUDGET DEFICIT OF 16 BILLION DOLLARS. THIS MEANS CUTS. AND NOBODY FEARS THEM MORE THAN THE EDUCATION INDUSTRY, WHICH IS ALREADY SCRAMBLING FOR FUNDING. TODAY, WE SPEAK WITH BOB BLATTNER, A LONG-TIME EDUCATION CONSULTANT AND LOBBYIST IN SACRAMENTO WHO RUNS BLATTNER & ASSOCIATES. (:20)

MEYERS: Welcome, Bob. (:01)

BLATTNER: Thanks for having me on. (:02)

MEYERS: Let’s start right off with the money. (:01)

BLATTNER: What money? (laughing) (:01)

MEYERS: How much are lawmakers discussing cutting from the education budget? (:03)

BLATTNER: The Governor’s budget comes out every January and this January’s budget talked about an unprecedented drop, a drop from this current year of a couple billion dollars, which is really remarkable. (:15)

(:43)

MEYERS: How is this going to affect education funding? (:02)

BLATTNER:  It is extremely dire. You go to well-run districts and they are talking about cutting 10 to 12 to 15 million dollars from their budget, which means increasing class size across the board, getting rid of teachers who are excited about teaching as a profession. And if they leave altogether, it will never be the same. (:22)

MEYERS: And how is this playing out politically? (:03)

BLATTNER: Right now it appears that the Republicans and the Democrats are at loggerheads. The Democrats basically say we got into this mess by a combination of tax cuts and spending increases and we should get out of it the same way with tax hikes and spending reductions, but in a mix. The Republicans are saying this is a spending problem, this is not a revenue problem. They want no new revenues. (:27)

MEYERS: We’re talking about the future of California’s education funding with education consultant and lobbyist Bob Blattner. How does this affect Proposition 98? That’s the provision that ensures money is set aside for schools from kindergarten through community college, correct? (:13)

BLATTNER:  It is that minimum funding level that pays for teacher salaries and class side reductions and instructional materials and programs that go into academic enrichment to remove the achievement gap, which is so pernicious to what we have been able to do so far. The real movement the state has been making in the last two years towards higher performance of kids, that’s what’s really at risk. (:22)

MEYERS: To what extent is Prop 98 in danger of being suspended? (:03)

BLATTNER: One interesting twist to all of this is that the Republicans have started talking about protecting Prop 98 themselves and the Democrats are a little nonplussed by that, saying that trying to protect Prop 98 without increasing funding to that end is baloney. Politically the Republicans can unilaterally protect Prop 98. It could be an interesting wild card we haven’t seen before. The Republicans could start waving the Prop 98 flag. That would turn the whole capitol upside down. (:42)

(2:10)

MEYERS: So Proposition 98 is safe?   (:02)

BLATTNER: Nobody wants to take on prop 98. On the other hand, the challenges in this budget are just so brutal that without additional revenue, a lot of people, maybe 2/3 are saying it’s too difficult to get accomplished. (:18)

(3:15)

MEYERS: What’s the broader effect of this budget crisis? (:03)

BLATTNER: Even if we do get out of this mess, the long-term impact on education on this state is just heartbreaking. That’s why so many of us are saying give us surety early. We need to know what we can expect so we can take care of the schools. And unfortunately, this looks like it’s going to be a very long impasse. (:25)

MEYERS: Bob Blattner is an education lobbyist with Blattner & Associates. Thanks for taking the time to speak with us. (:04)

BLATTNER: Well, thank you. Hopefully next time we can talk about all the extra money we have. (:06)

 (3:55) (FADE IN “Low Budget” by The Kinks)  

