HERE WHERE WE LIVE: MEXICO AND NAFTA -- Individual descriptions and host intros.
All produced by Mary Stucky and Mary Losure, Round Earth Productions
Title: Bioprospecting in Chiapas
Length: 7:56
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: Traditional Mexican healers have stopped "bioprospecting" projects of foreign pharmaceutical companies.
HOST INTRO: Mexico has one of the world's greatest diversity of plants. Over the years, Mexican Indians have developed cures using these plants. When the North American Free Trade Agreement went into effect just over ten years ago, it opened the door to foreign businesses, including international drug companies. In a search for new medicines, these companies approached the Mexican Indians. But opposition from Indian healers has put a stop to the drug companies' plans. Independent producers Mary Stucky and Mary Losure's report is one in a series of stories looking at the impact of free trade on the land and people of Mexico.
Title: Roads on the Isthmus
Length: 7:39
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: Improved roads were supposed to be a side-benefit of NAFTA, but some poor Mexicans are convinced that highways won't improve their lives. 
HOST INTRO: One of the benefits that free trade was supposed to bring to Mexico was a vastly improved road system. A network of highways would help producers of all sorts of products speed their goods to market. But many poor people in Mexico say superhighways won't improve their lives. Some have even managed to block major road projects. Independent producers Mary Stucky and Mary Losure filed this report, one in a series of stories looking at the impact of free trade on the land and people of Mexico. 
Title: Corn in Oaxaca
Length: 7:44
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: US corn imports in Mexico are making it hard for traditional farmers to maintain precious biodiversity. 
HOST INTRO: Buy a dozen ears of corn at the grocery store or the farmers market, peel back the husk, and you’re looking at seeds that trace their genetic roots to Mexico. Mexican indigenous farmers first developed corn thousands of years ago, and they’ve been growing it ever since. Now those farmers are struggling for survival. What’s at stake is not just their livelihoods, but the genetic source material for one of the world’s major food crops. Independent producers Mary Losure and Mary Stucky traveled to the birthplace of corn for this report, one in a series of stories looking at the impact of free trade on the land and people of Mexico.
Title: Timber in Durango
Length: 7:03
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: Community-owned forests in Mexico are tapping into the demand for eco-friendly wood -- at least for now. 
HOST INTRO: Go to your local Home Depot, and there’s a chance that some of the lumber comes from Mexico. If so, it most likely came from a forest managed not by a giant timber company, but by a small, rural community. These communities own some 70 percent of all the forest land in Mexico. Now, some are hoping that eco-friendly consumers will help them survive in the cut-throat international timber market. Independent producers Mary Losure and Mary Stucky filed this report, one in a series of stories looking at the impact of free trade on the land and people of Mexico.
Title: Mangroves on the Yucatan
Length: 7:24
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: Mexico is trying to balance its lucrative tourism industry with the need to protect fragile coastal ecosystems. 
HOST INTRO: Tourism has been one of the most powerful engines of Mexico's economy since the country signed its free trade deal with the US and Canada in 1993. More than 20 million tourists visit Mexico each year. Billions of dollars of investment, most of it from the United States, has poured in. But Mexican environmentalists say unrestrained tourist development threatens a key part of the ecosystem -- the mangrove trees that grow in Mexico's coastal wetlands. These same mangrove swamps play a key role in maintaining the white sand beaches and coral reefs that attract American tourists in the first place. Independent producers Mary Losure and Mary Stucky filed this report, one in a series of stories looking at the impact of free trade on the land and people of Mexico.
