Bonjour Chanson Series 1, Episode 1
Play Track 01 seconds 08 to 45 ( “Celle que vous croyez”.
Start text segment 1 ( Welcome to “Bonjour Chanson” where we bring French Language Songs to the American Public. We’ll lower the language barrier so you can enjoy the melodies and their meaning. My name is Charles Spira and I’ll be your host.

In the intro you heard a brief passage from the song “The One You Think I am” by the group Dorval.  We’ll talk more about Dorval at the end of the show and we’ll play the entire song.
Our first song is by Christophe Willem. Born outside Paris, Christophe took music lessons at a young age and sang in a gospel choir.  In 2006 his sister enrolled him in a French TV talent show with 2500 contestants.  He easily won first prize.
His song “Double me” alludes to the contradictory emotions in teenage boys. One moment they want to be the Bee Gees and the next minute a Formula 1 racer.
 “But when I’ll be grown up it will be easy because I’ll know what I want to be.” 
Here is Christophe Willem in “Double me”. End text segment 1
Play Track 02 (   Double Je
Start Text segment 2 ( You have heard Christophe Willem in “Double Je”.
French artist Clarika, writes the lyrics for her own songs. Her Belgian partner Jean-Jacques Nyssen writes the music. Clarika who is of Hungarian descent belongs to the rising generation of French singers.
In this song “Rubber Venus”, a store window mannequin looks at the world through her glass eyes and pink nylon eyelashes and bemoans that she has never seen the sky.
“Are the colors beautiful? Are they all pink and blue?” Here is Clarika. ( End Text segment 2.
Play Track 03 (  La Venus en Caoutchouc

Text segment 3 ( Clarika sang “Venus en Caoutchouc”
The Belgian Jacques Brel started work in his father’s cardboard factory, but quit to pursue his love of music. He became one of the greatest French Language song writers and interpreters ever. Many of his songs are as fresh today as they were in the 60’s and 70’s. So is this one: “the next Love’.
“In spite of the saying that a man forewarned is worth two, it is a wonderful feeling to be in love again. Yet I know this next love will become my next defeat and at the end of the feast only dead leaves will remain.”
Here is Jacques Brel.  ( End of Text segment 3.
Play Track 04 ( Le Prochain Amour.

Text segment 4 ( This was Jacques Brel in « Le Prochain Amour ».

The best way to describe “La grande Sophie” (literally Tall Sophie) is larger than life.  She measures 6 feet and projects a powerful life force.  She grew up near Marseille in the South of France. She writes her own songs and in this one “I’ll never change”, a woman, lonely at work and with problems in her past asserts that turning back is not an option and that she’ll never change.
 “I imagine paradise, and I sing its melody, but I am stuck with my dogged personality”.
Here is La Grande Sophie in « I’ll never change ». ( End of text segment 4.
Play Track 05  (  Je ne Changerai Jamais
Text segment 5 (  La Grande Sophie sang « Je ne Changerai Jamais »

Shy’m, our next artist grew up in France from a French mother and Martinique father.  Her original name is Tamara Marthe.  She showed an early interest in song and dance but did not neglect academics graduating one year early from high school. Here she sings “Woman of Color”. 
 “I come from where the sun shines, where people speak to one another with their heart.  The wind of the islands has made an ocean of colors of my life.” 
Ms. Shy’m   ( End of text segment 5.
Play Track 06 (   Femme de Couleur  
Text segment 6  (  Shy’m  sang « Femme de Couleur »
We end our show with the song “The one you think I am” by the group Dorval from France made up of the dancer/singer Pascale Baehrel and musician Laurent Manganas.  In this song a woman both entices a man with her mystery (“I am more beautiful than you think” and pushes him away warning him she has nothing to offer (“I have no wings and I may fall.)
Here is Dorval with ( “The one you think I am.”  ( End of text segment 6
Play Track 01 ( Celle que vous croyez

Text segment 7 ( You heard the group Dorval in “Celle que vous Croyez”.
This is the end of our show.  I am Charles Spira and I am looking forward to your company in our next episode.  Thank you for listening.  ( End of text segment 7.
