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Pharmacists v Patients
· Following a court ruling the battle over the rights of pharmacists and patients continues.
A judge’s recent ruling blocked a Washington State law that required pharmacies to dispense the controversial drug Plan B.  The ruling, however, did little to calm opposition as an appeal was quickly submitted.

Plan B is an emergency contraceptive also known as the morning after pill.  It works by preventing a fertilized egg from implanting into a woman’s uterus.

Despite the common claim that it does not cause an abortion the drug has come under increased controversy within the past few years.

Kevin Storman is a third-generation pharmacy owner and one of three who filed the law suit.  He refuses to stock Plan B but not as an attempt to prevent its overall use.

Actuality 1: Kevin Storman (15 sec)

Margo Thelen has joined Mr. Storman in the law suit and has similar beliefs.

Actuality 2: Margo Thelen

A separate group consisting of the ACLU, Planned Parenthood, the North West Women’s Law Center, and seven individuals are defendants in the lawsuit and appealing the US District judge’s ruling.  

Kelly Reese, an attorney for the Planned Parenthood, claimed public health is at risk and there is a limit to one’s freedom of religion.

Actuality 2: Kelly Reese (20 sec)

Perhaps the most contentious arguments though have been over access.

Dr. Jeffrey Schouten, a professor of surgery at the University of Washington is HIV-positive and joined to defend the state laws.  He wants to make sure critical life-saving medications are widely available.

Actuality 3: Dr. Jeffrey Schouten (10 sec)

Dr. Shouten’s concern is by Molly Harmon, a 31-year old Seattle resident, who was refused Plan B.

Actuality 4: Molly Harmon (11 sec)

Kevin Storman finds this fear unfounded.

Actuality 4: Kevin Storman (12 sec)

The attorney representing the pharmacists Kristen Waggoner further cites state records to bolster their view.

Actuality 6: Kristen Waggoner (7 sec)

Many believe a balance must be struck between the rights of patients and pharmacists. without violating constitutional rights and maintaining public health.  On one side are pharmacists 

While pharmacists currently have the freedom to refuse, that could all soon change.  The trial is set for October of next year.  As the ruling as the potential to set precedent, eyes around the nation will be sure to pay close attention.

For One World Report this is Adam Vaughn.

The music is from Plan B’s newest album “I’m the Captain, Where We Going?
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