HOST LEDE:   
For many people outside this country, race is a large part of what defines America.   And it is Hollywood that is helping to supply many of the images.  In the second of an on-going series on Color around the world, we have this report from independent producer, Phillip Martin.   

================================================== 
PHILLIP TRACK:   
**** (PRODUCER NOTE:  Bring in SHARPTON  HOT and lower under track at: 06 seconds and fade SLOWLY to full stop) 

· SHARPTON:  What do we want?  JUSTICE!  What do we want?  JUSTICE! When do we want it? NOW!  When do we want it? NOW!   10 sec. 

PHILLIP TRACK: The Reverend Al Sharpton at a rally in Washington in November calling attention to hate crimes in the U.S., and to what he believes is the failure of the Justice Department to investigate them. Sharpton’s not alone. According to a new poll by the Pew Foundation, most African Americans believe racial prejudice still is a widespread problem.   

And the color line is ALSO how many OUTSIDE  the country view life, events and problems in the USA.   

· CRASH STUDENT 1:  We have heard some stereo-types that black people, that young black people are dressed up like hip hop men and they will do some robbery or something like that.    10 sec.

PHILLIP TRACK: And how does MULL-Shon –a student at National Tsing Hua (SHING WA) University in Hisng-chu, Taiwan form her view of race and color in America?  

· CRASH STUDENT 1:  I think the main sources are like from movies.  Since I don’t read newspaper, so the most impression I get is from movies.   25 sec.

And in Taiwan, Hollywood’s influence is humungous says Chung Ching Wa, a professor of mass communication theory at National Taiwan University in Taipei.   She says what complicates many ordinary Taiwanese understanding of U.S. race relations are their OWN prejudices.
· PROF Chung ACT:  It kind of obvious that the Taiwan people prefer the white people, even those black people stars so famous.  I think the beauty standard or the beauty value judgment for Taiwan people still the white.  Yeah, they like whiter.  15 sec.  

And so, says Professor Chung, what many Taiwanese see in movies conforms to their stereo-types about COLOR …movies like American Gangster, Boyzs in the Hood and even CRASH…… [image: image1.png]



PHILLIP TRACK: 

[CRASH SCENE 1: (Chapter 2:  9:19) 
IN:  (LUDICROUS CHARACTER)  I mean look at us dog , do we look like gang bangers   
OUT: Cause we got guns? ]  

 ****(PRODUCER NOTE:  Bring in CAMPUS AMBI FULL AND CROSS FADE WITH CLASSROOM AMBI One  and under the following track )  

PHILLIP TRACK: Some students here… on the campus of National Tsing Hua (SHING WA) University had seen the 2006 Oscar Award winning film.  Others had not.   So, at the invitation of a visiting journalist, 20 graduate and undergraduate anthropology students watched the movie …together.  Only one had ever traveled to the U.S.   When the lights came up…. they commented on what THEY thought CRASH said about COLOR and race in America .   

· CRASH 2 STUDENT ONE:  My name is Li Va (sp) Lee.   My first impression is wow, how, why is everyone so impolite and suddenly I realize it’s the movie of Crash.  This movie responds to some of my stereo-types of the, of the American society.   In the US society, different races of people maybe around the world come there to live and work together but sometimes it just really get crashed.  38 sec.
[CRASH SCENE 2 : In this scene an Iranian man is speaking Farsi with his daughter as a White Gun Shop Owner looks on.    
Chapter 2:  6:05 
IN:  …(in Farsi)   …GUN SHOP OWNER  Yo, Osama, plan a Jihad on your own time… 
OUT: I have right to buy gun.  NOT in my store.  Get him out of here now. ] 

BUT CUT

· CONSERVATIVE CRITIC 1:   One has to acknowledge that racism and divisions are still a part of the American landscape and Los Angeles,  but when you look at the characters in Crash, those are far from the norm.  12 secs. 

PHILLIP TRACK: James Hirsen has written two books REBUKING Hollywood for exporting ALL KINDS OF MOVIES that he says paint America in a bad light.  

· CONSERVATIVE CRITIC 2:   Today there are literally dozens of these films that portray an image that is a distorted image, that’s meant to be artistic, is meant to be fictional but unfortunately sometimes, it’s the sole information about America and adds to the notion that once was the title of a provocative book called “The Ugly American.”  22 sec. 
 ****(PRODUCER NOTE:  MIX IN AMBI—SOUND OF CLASSROOM)

PHILLIP TRACK: But at National Tsing Hua (SHING WA) University,  several students  felt that some scenes in the movie CRASH reflected REALITY… at least in terms of tensions between African-Americans and white policemen.    They referred to this scene.
[CRASH SCENE 3:   
 (Cop stopping black producer and his wife on streets of LA) 
IN:  Alright both of you, turn around and put your hands on top of your head.  And you need to lock your fingers…… 
OUT: That’s quite a mouth you have.] 

PHILLIP TRACK:  Student Ya Ha (Yuh HUH) empathizes with one of the principal African American characters in the movie, who is stopped and humiliated by a white cop while driving with his wife.   

· CRASH STUDENT 3:   (In Mandarin)  I think he’s living under a certain power and under the control of this authority so when he was driving with his wife and was stopped by the cop he didn’t have much choice.  I think if I was him I would do something.  

PHILLIP TRACK:  Some students said they really didn’t need an American movie to show them that conflict along color lines persists in America.   Most had seen the REAL LIFE pictures of floating bodies and displaced black families huddled in the Super bowl in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  

But these students found something redeeming in the movie as well…:  A multi-chromatic diversity, which is still rare in Taiwan. Student Mull-SHon:

· CRASH STUDENT 2:   We aren’t used to seeing all colors together in one movie, and I see the black people and the Spanish people and Asian people and people from the Middle East and I didn’t see any movie like that ..There’s so many kind of different people together.  :20 sec

****(PRODUCER NOTE:  CLASSROOM AMBI:  Students scurrying about and grabbing books.  Classroom applause.  
CRASH THEME MUSIC under TRACK and OUT with SOC …fading slowly. 

PHILLIP TRACK: Just one impression …… among several…from a group of students, STILL trying to make sense of the color line….. that defines a country to where most of them have yet to travel.    

****(PRODUCER NOTE:  AMBI: Sound of car CRASH from the movie) 
I’m Phillip Martin in Hisng-chu, Taiwan.  

****(PRODUCER NOTE:  AMBI: Music and more Sound of Car Crash resultant argument from movie that is part of the sound track )

***(HOST NOTE:  TALK OVER MUSIC and then fade out as needed)
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