Here are short bios of the four women the story will focus on.

[image: image1.jpg]


ELAINE DELOTT BAKER grew up on the outskirts of Boston in a second-generation Jewish working-class family. She spent the year between high school and college in Israel and entered Harvard/ Radcliffe in 1961. In 1964, she went south to teach summer school at Tougaloo College and remained in Mississippi for a year, working with the Council of Federated Organizations. Elaine was instrumental in developing movement strategies related to welfare rights and worked with Panola County farmers to organize and finance an okra cooperative that became a model for rural cooperatives in the black South. She was one of several movement women who authored the Waveland position paper on women, a seminal document in the emergence of second-wave feminism. After leaving Mississippi, she spent several years in the New York counterculture, where she married Columbus Baker, her lifelong companion. For the next twenty years, she wrote grant applications and implemented community education projects in the Hispanic communities of rural Colorado. Elaine continues to reflect, write, and lecture on education and social change. 
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 JOAN C. BROWNING grew up on a small farm in rural Georgia. She went from picking two hundred pounds of cotton a day to volunteering with SNCC. The first in her immediate family to attend college, she was asked to leave Georgia State College for Women in Milledgeville in 1961 because she had worshipped at a black church. Thirty years later, she completed her B.A. degree at West Virginia State College, a historically black institution. An Albany Freedom Rider, she worked in human relations and antipoverty programs through the 1970s and was an organizer of the Federation of Southern Cooperatives. Now a freelance writer, lecturer, and development consultant living in the mountains of Greenbrier County, West Virginia, Joan actively supports public schools, libraries, and programs for children and youth. She serves on the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals' Fatality Review Committee and the Governor's Race Initiative. 
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PENNY PATCH, who was born in New York City in 1943, spent most of her childhood in Manchuria, Czechoslovakia, and Germany and was raised by parents who had a deep commitment to social justice. She attended Swarthmore College for a year before dropping out, at the age of eighteen, to join the Civil Rights Movement. She worked for SNCC from 1962 to 1965 in Georgia and Mississippi and was the first white woman to work in a SNCC field project. Holding a degree from the Frontier School of Midwifery in Kentucky, she works as a nurse-midwife in central Vermont and has long been active in maternal/child health. She works with 'One by One,' an organization dedicated to fostering dialogue between children of Holocaust Survivors and children of German perpetrators and bystanders. She also speaks in area schools on her experiences in the Southern freedom movement. She and her family make their home in Lyndonville, Vermont. 
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   CONSTANCE CURRY, whose parents came from Ireland, grew up in Greensboro, North Carolina. She graduated from Agnes Scott College, where she was president of the student body and a member of Phi Beta Kappa. During her college years in the 1950s, she became involved in the U.S. National Student Association and its work for integration. After studying abroad as a Fulbright scholar and doing graduate work at Columbia University, in 1959 she returned to Atlanta to work for NSA in human relations and was the first white woman appointed to the executive committee Of SNCC. From 1964 to 1975, as southern field representative for the American Friends Service Committee, she organized in the white community toward peaceful school desegregation in Mississippi and worked with black families who enrolled their children in previously white schools. She was director of human services for the city of Atlanta from 1975 to 1990 and earned a law degree in 1984. She is the author of Silver Rights (Algonquin Books, 1995), which won the Lillian Smith Award, and coauthor with Aaron Henry of The Fire Ever Burning (University Press of Mississippi, 2000). She lives in Atlanta, Georgia. 

