Illuminations: 

Jewish Culture in the Light of the World

A series of three one-hour audio documentaries

Illuminations: explores aspects of Jewish life in relation to the broader society. These programs grapple with fundamental questions of how to preserve our cultural identity in the face of a changing American landscape, how to pass our identity on to the next generation, and how to respect our neighbors' differences in this diverse society. Illuminations is a co-production between award-winning radio producer Claire Schoen and A Traveling Jewish Theater (TJT). Excerpts from TJT's plays are used throughout the radio pieces, weaving threads of dramatic performance and original music into a documentary format. 

•
Program One: Stories Make the World


When a 4th grade class was asked "What would happen if there were no stories?" A young girl responded, "If there were no stories, there would be no world. Stories make the world." This program, Stories Make the World looks at how societies use storytelling to define culture and to make sense of the surrounding world. Judaism has a rich storytelling tradition. This program is full of wonderful tales from around the world, both Jewish and others. These stories not only explore the cultural roots of the societies they come from, but also show how stories can help people speak to one another across traditions.
•
Program Two: Can You Hear Me? 


Over the decades, the relationship between African Americans and Jewish Americans has been a push and pull of common interests and mutual recriminations. During Civil Rights Movement of the 1960's the Jewish concept of "Tikkun Olam" or Repairing the World was a driving force for young Jewish activists who went to the South to register Black voters. African Americans embraced these Jews as brothers and sisters from another oppressed group. But, with the rise of Black nationalism at home and increased turmoil in Israel, this hopeful period was followed by an angry break between the two groups, resulting in racism and anti-Semitism. Can Your Hear Me? explores this history and how these two groups have worked towards reconciliation through a rediscovery of their common humanity.
•
Program Three: An Open Gate

What happens to the children when Jews and Christians marry? An Open Gate looks at this question with humor and sensitivity. Jews and Christians speak about growing up within their faith and how intermarriage has redefined their perspective. Interfaith couples grapple with the challenge of celebrating holidays as a family as they attempt to instill a sense of religion, community and holiday spirit. This program also digs deep into the historical underpinnings of these two religions, exploring Jewish fears of Christian anti-Semitism and Christian desires to share Jesus' love with people they care about. As couples in this program struggle with these questions, they shed light on the broader issues we all face in preserving our own culture while becoming part of the global village.
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