Pitch Points


 When you're pitching during the program, you can talk about the show itself.  Some pitch points:


· These are stories unlike anything elsewhere on the radio. They don't belong on a daily news show.

· This American Life is inventing a new kind of radio story. They're like little movies for radio.
· This American Life is both a serious documentary program ... and really fun.  With stories and people it's easy to relate to.
·  Part of the mission of public radio is to experiment, to try things on the radio no one's ever done before.  This American Life has done many shows that try to break new ground:
· There was the show where every single story came from the Classified advertisements, one Sunday morning.
· There was the show that recorded one full day in a 24-hour diner, from 5 a.m. one day till 5 a.m. the next day.
· There was the story where they tried to tell the entire history of the United States based on events that happened at one street corner in Chicago.
Track-Specific Notes

· Iraq Contractors
· After the Iraq Contractors story, you can point out what an unusual piece of journalism it was: taking us into a part of the story of the Iraq war that other reporter really haven’t covered this way, making the people in the story seem human, having moments that are funny and emotional—plus, of course, the analysis of what’s going on that public radio’s best at.
· Public radio takes you behind the headlines and gives you vivid stories of real people that put the news in context. That's true for the daily news shows and for This American Life.  These human stories make what's going on in faraway places seem vivid and real, and not just a bunch of "soundbites."
· Nancy recorded dozens of hours, and it took her and a producer HUNDREDS of hours to go through all that tape and turn it into a radio show.  Simply getting Nancy in and out of Iraq safely cost thousands of dollars.
· One of the missions of public broadcasting is to provide a new PERSPECTIVE on what's going on in the world.  Of course you get that from all the news shows on public radio. In a different way, you also get that from the stories on This American Life ... in stories like the one you just heard. This American Life is doing a kind of radio story that's different from what you hear on other shows.
· The Slingshot 
· Some radio stories just leave you with a special feeling. That's what This American Life specializes in.  It's different from anything else on the air.
· This American Life brings you great new writers ... before they become famous.  David Sedaris broadcast most of the stories from his early books on This American Life before they appeared in print. Sarah Vowell, David Rakoff, Jonathan Goldstein.  They were on This American Life early in their careers.
· John Hodgman, who you just heard, is just finishing his first book this fall.
· The writers who've had their work on This American Life is a who's who of great living writers:  Dave Eggers, Michael Chabon, Tobias Wolff, Russell Banks, David Sedaris, Malcolm Gladwell, Anne Lamott, Susanna Kaysen, Lydia Davis, Michael Lewis, Junot Dias, Dan Savage, Ron Suskind, Aimee Bender, Ian Frazier, Liz Gilbert, Chris Ware.  There aren't many places these people can broadcast their work.  If you think it has a place on the air, help us keep it there.
