Praying for Peace on earth is pretty much the norm during the holiday season.  Prayers for Peace are sent out so routinely that you could even consider it cliché.  Of course, its better than praying for War on Earth, but I've always heard that that you should watch what you pray for because you just might get it. 
A couple of years ago I ruminated about what might happen if we did have peace on earth.  It's really an audacious idea because our society, our culture for that matter, is so geared for war that its impossible to believe that one day we may actually see every warrior on this planet beating his sword into a plowshare.
There are a lot of people in this world who need war because that's how they make their living.  General George Patton said that battle was the most magnificent competition in which a human being can indulge.  In the book, "The Art of War" Sun Tzu says that conflict is necessary for a society to advance. Richard Nixon's philosophy, like most leaders and most people for that matter, was that there will always be war no matter how much you pray for peace.  That is a cold and brutal truth. War is familiar.  We know what we're getting into. We know we can unite as a nation against a common enemy with a face.  

Peace, on the other hand, is not that familiar.  Like John Lennon's song, peace asks you to step into the unknown and blaze new territory.  
"Imagine there's no country
It isn't hard to do
Nothing to kill or die for
And no religion too..."
Lennon asks us to let go of two of the greatest motivators for war. Then seek out a new vision for the future.  This is one of the purest ideals of that metaphysical phenomenon called faith that you will ever encounter.  At the same time, it's a terrifying thought.
I don't think I will live to see the actual end of war but I do have the hope that one day there will be a generation that will be willing to step into the unknown and blaze a new trail for all of us.
Until that day, here's wishing all of you a peaceful and brave new year.



