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Dear Public Radio Programmers, Educators, Media,

Peacespeak Productions offers this 55:00 spoken word program for scheduling November 28-December 4, 2004. Conversations recorded in May of this year from the frontlines of the battle being waged against the HIV/AIDS pandemic in Southern Africa, Against All Odds: Hope in the Struggle is a compelling radio piece, with colorful vocal interludes from Maputo, Mozambique, and Kwazulu-Natal province and Soweto in South Africa.

Highlighting clinic based, Christian faith-based and activist approaches to stemming the tide of the virus threatening an entire generation in sub-Saharan Africa, the testimony of Tessa Beaunoir, Reverend Sammy Gumbe and Johanna Ncala conveys the dedication, enormous challenges and indomitable hope that are central to the experience of these individuals engaged in the defining work of their time.

As we know, the trajectory of the pandemic in Africa and around the world is in some part contingent upon changing the course of the disease in Southern Africa. It is my hope that this program, to be broadcast on public radio stations around the country between now and December 1st, 2004, World AIDS Day, will help to raise awareness and mobilize activism around the issues of education, prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS in all of our communities.

World AIDS Day presents a critical opportunity to broaden the scope of listeners’ understanding of the crisis and of the growing commitment to the struggle, so keenly portrayed in this program, Against All Odds.

If you would be so kind as to communicate to me via email your intention to air the program and your station’s scheduled airtime and date, I would much appreciate that help in securing grant funding for the work.

In solidarity,

Meg O’Shaughnessy

Peacespeak Productions

