Interview with  Redwing T. Nez (Indian Wells, Trading Post, 8.7.2003)

(...)

17´00´´ R. My name is Redwing Ted Nez. And I am an artist, fulltime artist . I am the owner of the Bitter Hochee Trading Post.  I have a 30 year lease on this premise. It has 8 acres on parcel land. I am very fortunate, my family build parts of this building…. 17´43´´ My clan is bitter water on my mothers side and on my fathers side is minigoatclan. On my mother side, we did the long walk. …. My latest research, I do have Spanish blood … we were Spanish slaves … My ancestors on my fathers side never went to the long walk …my great-grandmother, her mother out rent the soldiers, we didn’t participate in the long walk. 18´32´´ I was told that through my high school year to never joining people who went to the long walk. Because my paternal grandmother was very proud of herself as a woman, she is surviving woman, 18´44´ she said, we didn’t surrender, that we were still free people. ... 18´57´´ I graduated out of high school in 1977 and I went two years of college in the Northern Arizona University. And I am the father of three children. I am a divorced man, so my oldest son is gonna finish this fault at NAU, he is  getting a degree in anthropology …NAU … I have a 16 year old that I live with … my little boy he is 11 years old … he lives with  his mother in Kaibito. … That’s a kind of who I am. 19´45´´ But art, I’ve always made a living, supported myself with art, 19´55´´ slowly but surely be well-known … I am a self-employed Native American.

20´06´´ E.K. Trading Post?

20´17´´ R. The Bitterhochee Trading Post, back in 1968, I used to heard sheep right here, this beautiful valley had no one on it. I sat on those steps over there and used to go inside and get an ice-cream for a nickel. …In 1968 I was 8 years old. … It was a good operating building. There was no other business like around 100 Miles from here..20´55´´ A lot of the people …there was a little segregation, Navajo people felt uncomfortable to go to the outside, so this was like a wall market, like a big supermarket. In 1972 due to the growth of boarder towns a lot of Navajos start spending their money in Winslow, Holbrook, Flagstaff. And the Navajo Nation … didn’t analyze what was happening economically. So the 27´40´´ traders were leaving these buildings. … In 1977, when I graduated, I came here and it was running. I think it was in 1985 when they shut it down, because the Indian health service told the owner at that time that it was an outbreak of a hunter virus …so they had to shut it down. In 85 it was the last time it was open. Since then …it has been abused, people have vandalized it. …At this point 22´36´´ we have a nonprofit organization, that I put together, it has 12 members, we are going to restore the building …, so that the history and the culture is saved. And we will promote this trading post …in the future, so you will see a Highway billboard. And maybe we will be able to sell 23´05´´ one of a kind a German town rugs.

23´13´´ E.K. what kind of virus was the reason to close it?

23´19´´ R.: It was a virus called “hunter”, “hunter virus” with the mice…23´25´´ we had a plague, an outbreak about 89, 89 we had this outbreak …23´35´´ I was used to work with the film industry, I worked on Dances of Wolfs and I had to tell Mr. Costner, that I can’t fulfill my contract, so I finished my that project. Everybody was in quarantine out here, so for the safety of my friends I didn’t presume my career in Hollywood as an actor. So “Hunter Virus”, was the outbreak we had.

24´02´´ E.K. bad luck … German man …. Long Walk …Navajo Reservation was created …

24´32´´ R.: From the research that I’ve been doing, studying some of the material … 24´43´´ From my family the verbal story. I got to see my great-grandmother, she was probably 104 years old, when I saw her, I must have been 6 or 7,  I didn’t know that this woman out rend the soldiers as a child, a lot of people … have fled from this part of the reservation into the northern part, down into the Grand Canyon. But our family have fled up to the Navajo Mountain, Navajo Mountain was considered as less refuge, that’s where a lot of the stronger people … we call them the holy people, they live in that area . (…) 25´53´´ That was around the 1850es, when Kid Carson and General Crook decided to do the Navajo campaign. At that time, the reason why my ancestors fled was that, it was a difficult time for people to live, there was a bounty, the scalping, a lot of new settlers started coming in this region and then the railroad, I think the railroad was the main purpose that’s why they had the Kid Carson campaign. 26´30´´ his job was to chastise the Navajos … through the verbal stories of my father’s side, the families were very strong … 26´55´´ on my mothers side .. Everybody got Christianize on this side … 27´03´´ After the long walk everybody was told, forget your past and pickup a new faith. …27´17´´ When Fort Defiance was build, … after 1868, nearly 1870 Fort Defiance was established, that’s when my mother side of the family…they said, we are originally from Canyon de Chilly … we lived in caves, that’s what I’ve been told …

As far as the soldier, 28´04´´ Theo Thysing, that’s his name, when I first started working on this building … I was really concerned about where our history was going, where my future, 28´25´´ what can I contribute to my children or grandkids. I guess what I am saying, with this building all of a sudden I was 28´35´´ concerned about it, because they wanted to demolish it. … Then I pleaded with the chapter officials and then I took it to Window Rock to the Navajo Nation. … 28´53´´ One person told me to show some effort that I was going to restore it. I started working on this building, people started visiting … 29´10´´ I’ve been working on this project, I am going on my 6 year. And a lot of people haft left that gave me an idea what this building was. … 29´32´´ This building was everybody learned the money chess, …learned how to credit. 29´45´´ A lot of veterans were loaded up here to go to the First World War, the Second World War, the Korean War. I have 29´58´´ a gentleman that comes here often, he went to the Korean War. He said, this is where they picked him up. … 30´08´´ I felt the building should deserve the existence. …

        And then I noticed, I found out that there was 30´18´´ a body, a soldier that lays at the back of the building, there is a headstone there that marks the 4th cavalry, Theo Thysing. … The headstone is a military headstone. … So I started 30´43´´ doing my own little research and finally got down to contacting the National Archive, 30´53´´military archive. There we found that Theo Thysing … was a Prussian, he was from a place called Westphalia. … I waited a year for this information there. … 31´23´´ There is microfilms, what they called master rolls, they do recordings of the past, the captain, the militaries recruits, so we find out what Theo’s job was out here. But during that time, I believe, this was 31´46´´ was an army storage camp. …The supplies that were coming in from Umah they stopped here and they went on to Fort Defiance. … 32´05´´ Theo must have been stationed out here as an individual to take care of the supplies, any kind of hostility, I guess, that was his job to petrol.  (…)

32´55´´ E.K.: other bodies here?

33´05´´ R. Not soldiers.  33´14´´ All the other soldiers are at Fort Wingate, Fort Defiance. Fort Wingate is located east of Gallup and they had taken all the white bodies, the soldiers to the 33´33´´ New Mexico … National Cemetery and left all the Spanish out here. … In a research Theo got dishonorly 33´44´´ discharged, because of chronicle alcoholism, so maybe this is why he didn’t join the rest of the National Cemetery in Santa Fé. … 34´00´´ two more graves this was …. He might have settled with the Navajos. …I think, 34´20´´ because he was from a different country, he was in the 3rd and 4th cavalry …For my research 34´44 the 3rd cavalry was in the Kiowa and Comanche campaign, so …Even if I read he was a chronicle alcoholic 34´57´´ I think he was an intelligent man, I think the US Army at that time with the Indian warfare I think he was very useful with the artillery …because 35´13´´ he was enlisted at the age of 25, that’s quite young.  …

35´20´´ E.K. Which period?

35´25´´ R. …We don’t know what happened, who reported it ..(…) 35´44´´ There is a list of researches … Northern Arizona University … Professor John Westerland …a kind of an idea of that time … written information … 36´20´´ master rolls, Theo’s background …

36´35´´ E.K.:

36´50´´ R.: … There is an engraving in the wall over in Keams Canyon. I think that was the first New Mexico Regiment that camped out there. … 37´20´´ Theo’s time here …Generals who left Fort Defiance … 37´39´´ I believe he was instrumental … 37´50´´ maybe he took his job out here to avoid military lifestyle …38´10´´ research on graves …38´22´´ Navajos don’t really bother the dead. …

38´30´´ E.K.. Wie lebten die Navajos damals?

38´42´´ R. (…) After the long walk, after the big treaty of 1868, on there, 20 years after the treaty ... he was like an officer out here, … like a policeman, to report any hostility … after the treaty it took the Navajo a while to follow new agreement, the treaty, it took a lot education …. 39´35´´ amongst Navajos to learn about the future… 39´57´´ they had all Navajo names … Theo, he would have to have spoke Navajo …. 40´14´´ in 20 years time Navajo language could be learned easy from a German, Theo had to face that speak Navajo, maybe married one, and I am not sure.

40´28´´ E.K.

40´45´´ R.: The conventions, …since his alcoholism, they thought of him as an expandable man. … It’s hard to live out here back then.  41´02´´ I was raced without running water and electricity, I never had a TV, just a radio, but, I know you would have relay on …. A lot of traders would lived here alone, the whites couldn’t, back in the 50, 60es …the Christians start to move out here too. …Theo had a tough, 41´42´´ isolated place to live. …But that was his job, his duty was to hold his post. …42´02´´ I believe…. Some of these Navajos here have German blood. I think, my 41´17´´ verbal research. …There are a lot of folks that I want to research they live at Winslow in a day care center. … I will start visiting them soon. The oldest story they have about this trading post. … 42´59´´ It take a lot for someone that is from a different country to be in this isolated dessert area. …43´07 Living within the Navajo Environment you have to be a teacher, you will have to … communicate with the people, show them how to fix a wagon wheel, to clean the guns …That’s what he probably taught a lo of people. … 43´37´´ He was a man away from his homeland I am sure he had a lot of feeling for the Navajos.

43´45´´ E.K.:  German influence?

44´02´´ R. There are some Navajos here … they are my relatives …they live 12-15 miles from here … some of them have light blue eyes … 44´30´´ descendents … hair lighter … 44´44´´They have Navajo ceremonies, Navajo believe …

45´00 E.K.: normalerweise kennen Navajos ihre Vorfahren.

45´20´´ R. I think, I will now ask that question ...45´44´´ I would imagine here in a isolated place, we are all human, we have to figure out, the environment we are living in, I am sure also Theo had to figure out, he had to live like a Navajo, he had to be with Navajo …46´06´´ That was probably the most peaceful thing you can do, land in with some people … far from your country. 46´25´´ last night I was talking about this at a ceremony, I was saying, I find out from where this man is …46´40´´ today there is nobody that really knows history, everybody is pretty much Christianized and a lot of the old folks never spoke about this. I think 46´55´´ Navajos was told never to speak about the Long Walk, speak about the Navajo War, enemy away style… 47´15´´ even on our treaty we are supposed not to scalp any more, it’s written in our treaty. 47´25´´ Falling under a new law I think everyone is just a kind of put history away, because we were told, never to go back to where we were. And the way that we 47´32´´ sign the treaty to that kind of lifestyle I think that is why we are the largest tribe. … If the Navajo demanded wealth, spiritual, we would pretty much accomplish past. … 47´55´´ After the treaty everybody is modern living, farmers, sheepherders, cattle people, … put our other lifestyle away.

48´12´´ E.K.  Winslow …

48´24´´ R. There is a few of them …research them in the nursing homes, hospitals …who can still hear me and communicate with me? 48´50´´ it’s usually the women that have all the information …

48´56´´ E.K.: … you are interested in history

49´04´´ R.: …. I never thought that my research would lead to a lot of mysteries about this trading post got established. 49´25´´ it’s not as old as Hubble …. Hubble Trading Post has been there for very long time. ….I’ll be promoting this trading post along with Theo. 50´08´´ I think it’s important that whoever visits the trading post can understand that how the way a persons life changes …people start to go to a new country, people find a new lifestyle, they leave their roots. …

50´52´´ E.K.. Wann trading post gebaut?

51´00 R.  1860 was build,  I have a picture of it … not the big building was 1949 …this building was build 55 … sheep wool in here, this was the warehouse … 51´48´´ now everyone is using synthetic, you don’t need the wool …everything is changing a lot … even the land was …it’s a lot of dryer now…. 52´09 we don’t get much rain as we used to 

52´10´´ E.K.: Navajos have a special relation to dead people …

52´40´´ R. Navajos they leave the dead alone … Navajos they have a taboo about the dead. … The traditional Navajos were against how we celebrate funerals. …53´09 The traditional Navajos never used to eat, they payed there respects by not eating and not touching the dead body … 53´25´´ the traditional way was to remove the body and put it into a place of resting … In the old ways where they glanced themselves with smoke. Nobody does it anymore, it’s all Christianized now. We have funerals, people eat at funerals, they bring their children, their young kids, they touch the body and then they touch each other. It’s .. 54´05´´ a different kind of understanding then we had in the old days. And there is a few Navajos they still carry the old tradition. They 54´20´´ pay their respects in a different away … 54´30´´ A man was buried in his Hogan …that was one of the traditional ways. … They rest in the… 54´50´´ north side of their Hogan, inside, that’s the side they are buried. And then there is a lot buried along this butte … 55´09´´ Navajos in the past buried their dead under rocks, caves. …They didn’t believe in burying 55´25´´ under ground, that started during the Christianity, when they build churches, the Christian faith. 

55´35´´ E.K. churches along villages …nicht alle Christen…

55´55´´ R. As a kid my grandparents they said to attend church Prosperiterian church on my mother side, that’s here in Indian Wells. … On my father side they didn’t believe in Christian faith, they were 100% Navajo, that’s in Kaibito, (…) it’s east of Page On my father side they were into tradition, they only believe in one true maker Christianity, a lot of the educational schools were developed around Christian missionary, they educated the Navajos. That a kind of carried on ….The Navajo Nation never build big educational institutes on the reservation, they always send their students to California or Utah, either Baptists or LDS, they were doing educating and giving a faith out there. …But the ones that didn’t got an education in the real world kept their tradition, there is …47´35´´ a very few traditional.

57´35´´ E.K. Have you been to the boarding school?

57´38´´ R. Yeah, in the boarding school you where forced to pray, you were told not to use your language, you were told to believe, they hand out … the word of God in those little booklets. And we were told to pray,  …we had moment where a preacher talked to us. From what I understand as a child, 58´17´´ we all supposed to go to heaven, reach joys in heaven and we supposed to be saved … 58´35´´ I always had a question about as a child, always worried about it, if god was a another white man or the son of god was another white man, that question always went through my head, would I be treated better in heaven then here or I might better of here then in heaven. …

59´03´´ E.K.  Are your Christian or more Navajo today?

59´25´´´R.: (…) It’s like going into a restaurant: Should I choose German food or should I choose traditional food, Navajo food … Should I have … How should I dress today choosing the faith. … I am 43 years old. I made a choice 15 years ago. I am studying my tradition, I am studying the night way, the beauty way … also the enemy way … we learn the chants, the prayer, how to use the … I am like a student. I am starting doing this about 15 years ago. I am bilingual. My children speak more English then Navajo. For myself 2 Std., 00´44´´ I have a big interest, I feel I have a lot room in my head to continue studying the Navajo way. My believe, I decided on the traditional back then. It’s a difficult faith, because 1´05´´ … there is just a few of us, a handful young people who will hang on to Navajo original faith, very few, very few young people. Then there is some 1´28´´ Navajo who say they are real traditional, but they can’t chant, they can’t speak there language, they can’t … they use a mix-up form of ritual, some of them have the peyote faith …..They have a healing. 1´57´´ There is all kinds of traditional streams of faith on the Navajo reservation. 

2 Std. 2´05´´ You study to be a medicine man?

2´10´´ R. I don’t know, if I ever be one. It takes a good medicine man. A medicine man is a man that has wisdom, has a good family, probably not divorced, probably had good wife. They both know how to pray traditional. .… My relatives are students, they have a good wife ….(….) 

2´50´´ I did have those feelings to be a Navajo in this world, the year 2003, there is a lot of things you have to accept. … It’s like a big scare, it’s like we were in a scare, you have to led it heal someday, you have to face the fact the only you can do maintain a good living, a good productive living. This is the hardest thing on the Navajo reservation, a lot of poverty, … the birthrate is high, unemployment is high- Navajos were educated to become just like US citizens … But living on this Reservation, it belongs to the federal government, we only have a 3 inches customary use, that’s the law. I have a permit, I have a home side lease, I have a lodgment (?). On the lodgment, when they first issued those, after the treaty, 4´40´´ all my grandfathers name was on Navajo, all written in Navajo, it’s just recently that it is in English. … 5´00´´ I guess there is no turning back … we are all going to get modernized, have a high school diploma, maybe then a college degree, that’s the direction that we will go headed… The Navajo Reservation will exist as long as …..

Ende Band 8

DAT-Cassette 9

Redwing 
(…)

0´´05´´ R.: Like I am saying it is a big change … 0´24´´ I speak Navajo, I pray in my own language … that’s what keeps me feeling like Navajo, I can talk to my people in my language, I can express myself …that’s what keeps me who I am … without that I couldn’t be Navajo as much as I am  (056´´ zwei Frauen zu Besuch: Oh, who is the artist….)
(…)

1´35´´ R.: I have here the National Archives of Records from the … Washington … 1´53´´ Theo served in the ….  ´´ little less then 20 years later … 2´15´´ I know they had problem with Sioux ….   2´30´´ I know they need gunsmith … 2´47´´ Then again I heard Theo …. Forth and third …. Stationed Fort Wingate … 13th regiment …. 3´18´´ he got passed around … 3´28´´ why would they do it …. I think he knew guns … 3´45´´ that’s why he got this job … enlisted …  in the age of 25 …. 4´06´´ promoted Indian wars in New York … they promoted the Indian war Little Big Horn …  4´33´´ he probably got the message there to come to the new continent …. 4´50´´ I think he was a gunsmith ….born in Westphalia …4´58´´ he was discharged in September 26 1884 for chronicle alcoholism …. Probably discharged 1884 …. Fort Wingate is under General ….. General Crook was behind Geronimo ….13th infantry …. 5´50´´ he wanted to stay in the military … but he got discharged … 6´05´´ I don’t know if he returned to this area … 1885 might be ….   6´35´´ the headstone is a military headstone …. 7´02´´ Northern Arizona University …

7´10´´ E.K.: In Germany maybe military background … Prussia a big army …

7´50´´ R.: Painting of “Barbancito”, he is one of the Navajo chief. This one is holding a gun, it’s an old musket. (…) I think he got that one of Spanish army … 8´25´´ this is a strong gun … Navajos got from Spanish army …. 8´40´´ Spanish army …. Window Rock … that’s where the Navahos attacked Spanish army … 9´08´´ in that time the Kiowa cut it in half … 9´24´´ the Navajos are in quieted with gun … 9´36´´ repeaters …. Swiss army gun … dragoon …. 9´55´´ Navajos signed the treaty … too much gun power …. 10´15´´ you have to have a good gunsmith being out here …  10´35´´ I am sure it was a high demand here ….

10´42´´ E.K. Navajos became gunsmiths afterwards … or thing of white people

10´53´´ R. (…) Some Navajo chief could speak three language … Navajo, Spanish, Apache, Ute … most of the Navajos did like guerilla war fare …. Little bands … 11´40´´ they always want to fight on there own,, independent fighters, groups, renegades … When they bring down the Navajos, that’s 11´57´´ Kid Carson …and then this is General Carlton … 12´09´´ when he was given the job to bring down the Navajos, they knew how to do it. All the US  12´22´´ military men are from West Point. They all know how to fight, Civil War, they all had good experience, polish soldiers. But 12´36´´ Navajos had a different type of battle strategy, pretty much guerilla warfare.

12´50´´ E.K. art …

12´57´´ R.: I used to sell watercolors at this trading post that I own. … The traders name was …. Hans Joseph Nelson. He had 13´18´´ the biggest blue eyes I ever saw. And he used to buy my watercolor. That’s how I started in the age of nine or ten. Then 13´31´´ throughout high school the Indian art was popular, back in the 70ies … you could paint anything and you will sell it. 13´41´´ I bought my first color in high school, I should paint at night or whenever I had time. Then I took may 13´52´´ paintings to Scottsdale, you could sell a good painting for 500$. That’s how it started. …14´05´´  everybody was looking up to RC Gorman. … They toured the whole world, they went to Europe. A lot of the 14´13´´ market was high, down in Phoenix, Arizona. That has all changed now. … Back then my art was, 14´30´´ I was trying to sell tradition and culture through painting. Those days kind of changed a lot, 14´40´´ the buyers got smarter, the economy tighter, it’s hard to make a living as artist.  ….15´01´´ I am self taught …  15´17´´ I’ve readen stuff about the master artist ….it’s very exciting … Express yourself like a musician, 15´31´´ that’s how I see art now, expression.
15´37´´Influenced by different styles …cubism, impressionism, symbolism…

16´08´´ R.: I’d like to have someday one style …the market I have to spread myself … 16´28´´ I had to cover the market. I enjoy the cubism … it’s a complex way to do it realistic. … the composition is a lot o work, lot of labor, trying to get your shadows and light …To create, to go back into time, that’s the biggest key. If I can do that I have a certain satisfaction to do that realistic, historic style. And then this cubism is a fun thing, I feel modern, I feel 17´25´´ it’s a kind like a Picasso …. But I am using a Navajo theme …17´42´´ It’s like singing a song … 18´06´´ Navajos started painting in the fifties. … Before then there was no such thing as paintings, everything was done on the ground for ceremony and healing …18´27´´ I do the healing … 18´33´´ I became an artist, I tried working, for a job … but I want to live a good life, art has always been my way of living. You just can never get enough from it, 19´00´´ it’s as bad as sex, it’s that good.

19´05´´ E.K. Warum haben Navajos art geschaffen?

19´18´´ R. Navajos started painting flat surface, one dimension, using, only maybe two three colors.....watercolor, tempera … there wasn’t any oil painters till maybe around early sixties … 19´55´´ my grandfathers brother used to work with the missionary, he painted with oils, some of his paintings were painted in 1942, 45, but that was for the missionaries … 20´23´´ he picked it up, in our family it is the oldest person that has painted, his name was Luc Johnson …. 20´40´´ the missionaries exposed him to it …. 21´00 there is like body painting that was used for ceremonies …21´22´´ painting on healing ceremonial sticks ….probably in the 40`s and fifties, when we started painting

21´40´´ E.K. sand painting
21´53´´ R. Sand paintings are a form of healing. We use different colors of sand. And the color combination of sand is like 22´09´´certain colors going to certain directions, like a compass. 22´15´´ Then the patient sits on the top of this painting when it’s finished, it’s to show the maker that someone needs a healing. … 22´30´´ I started sand painting as a child. …I didn’t do ceremonial sand paintings until I was 12 or 14, that age I started sand painting. The 22´45´´ sand paintings I do in the wintertime. (…) Those are for healing, for a patient. Then there are 23´00´´ sand painting at a store, … those are just commercial. They have no healing significant around it. But the ones we do we do it 23´15´´ on the earth.    (….) we do it in the Hogan.

23´25´´ E.K. Farben?

23´38´´ R. The east represents the white color, and then the west represents the yellow, the south represents the blue, the north represents the black, jet stone. ...Certain ceremonies are set on that 23´55´´ color code, those are just the main color, the four. 

E.K. You work with symbols?

24´08´´ R.: A lot of the sand painting tell the ancient story, so that becomes a healing, the ancient story. The medicine man usually figures out which sand painting to use for the healing for the patient …

24´28´´ E.K.  Ceremony sand painting and singing …

24´48´´ R. Traditional ceremony you are like a real sacred club, church. Some of the 25´06´´ medicine man will exchange information about the new disease like Aids and homosexuality, they exchange notes, what’s wrong, what’s happening, what’s wrong with the Navajo now, Navajo patient. 25´24´´ some of them do ceremonies for white people … a stranger from Chicago will fly in …. 25´48´´ can you help me … 26´10´´ I heard that story…. When we do sand paintings we talk, we talk, because all the professionals are there, the intelligent Navajo medicine man 26´25´´ sometime there is two, sometime is ten … It’s interesting to have a Hogan full of medicine man, sometimes … 26´40´´ you can’t tell the world about it just happens … heal a white man … 27´02´´ I hear about it, someone comes to Navajo Land very sick and then they get well
27´08´´ E.K.

27´15´´ R. I haven’t got invited …It’s a secret society, when professionals get together …. 27´35´´ medicine man always need help …. 27´50´´sometimes the medicine man will give me Dollars…. To use my van to get special herbs in New Mexico …28´10´´ some of the plants don’t grow now … the pollution and the noise changed the plants ….you have to go to Needles, California …28´44´´ herbs on a cliff wall …  29´ sometimes a Mexican needs help … Japanese …. 

29´16´´ E.K. peyote
29´23´´ R. It’s called the Native American Church. It’s a adopted religion, we have adopt it. The Navajo Nation adopted in the 50ies. When they put the railroad through there were a lot employees on the railroad they bring up Peyote on the Reservation.

29´45´´ E.K. Nicht sehr alt, 50iger Jahre. How huge is a sand painting?

30´00´´ R. Sometimes 13feet diameter, 4 feet diameter … (…) 30´13´´ R. inside the Hogan, you had to know which side the colors fall, you had to have a good teacher … it’s not good to learn the sand painting in English … 30´47´´ the medicine man tells you …. Introductions are all in Navajo …. Pizza in real Italian …

31´14´´The medicine man tells you how to do it?

31´16´´ R.: Yeah, … the good teachers are mean … like artists they get arrogant …. Do it over again … I want the right way now, no other way just right … 31´55´´ good teachers are stupid …. Go outside …  32´07´´ the worst thing when you ask, how I fix it?  … 32´30´´ it’s like a sculpture …32´45´´ let’s have a cigarette, you are a good sand painter, 32´49´´ Quietschen

32´53´´ Atmo: Schritte (…) Besuch Grab Theo (…) 

33´39´´ R.: I bet you right now he is a gunsmith. (…) because it really fits, the Sioux wars and the Utes…. 4th Cavalry …. 3rd Cavalry and 13th …33´55´´ they put on his headstone ….1886 …. Apache tribe, someone has to fix the guns, right?

34´28´´ Anderer Mann: could be… with a headstone like that …

34´30´´ R.: Wife.

34´37´´ Anderer Mann: Military Headstone … wife, someone want him to be close …

35´03´´ R.: Navaho Wife, look, she’s got to face him the east …(…)

Wieder Innenaufnahme:

36´05´´ E.K. … Old Navajo Code Talker … Navajos who join the army … fighting for a government, white government … an army who has conquered the Navajos.

37´17´´ R.: America has a government. … 37´32´´ treaties, like this painting here, 1858, General Bonneville made this treaty. (…) 37´48´´ treaty is a document that you sign, an agreement, an agreement to say: I will not take your cattle, not take your horses, I won’t steel your corn, I won’t kill anybody, no more war, I stay on my side, you stay on your side, treaty, territory.38´14´´ 1858, the US government, paperwork: sign right here, you .shake hands, treaty, you stay on this side, I ….. 38´38´´ next day they say some bodies got killed in New Mexico, somebody, 38´44´´ they say it’s Navajo. How do you know? (…) 1858 anybody can do it. Apaches. Utes. Mexican. Thief.  They say on this paper Navajos did it. … Who can you believe? …. Navajos can’t read, they can’t write, they don’t know. …They say, the truth is right here on the piece of paper. Any paper, any paper … upside down … Here, you did it. 39´38´´ Is that legal? Navajo looks at it…. A kind of listening …I don’t know, but I didn’t do it. This is this treaty right there. So they say, we did it. The US Government. (…) 44´06´´ So they sent this punishment. Always that’s the deal: Punishment. 40´15´´ Tells the Navajos: You broke our treaty, that’s what it says, right here. Mostly the Navajo chief will have an interpreter. Two or three, maybe a Spanish interpreter, maybe an Apache interpreter. Navajos don’t know.  40´43´´ so they had to trust the interpreter. 40´53´´ Navajos are the biggest tribe, the reason why is (…) Navajo people always in the past history they took a chance at anybody, took a chance all tribe … 41´25´´ Navajos are not educated back than …same way with Code Talkers … 41´35´´ The US army draft you … 41´45´´ the Code Talker, a man signed it, he used to be a missionary son …42´15´´ when someone got captured … 42´33´´ we had good two seconds to communicate …so this guy said, Navajos have a fast language …just like  42´45´´ let’s say this one is your name …. This is Egon line …and this one is the Redwing line … 43´16´´ they want to drop of a bomb right here … 43´23´´ you would be ……. Metal head, me would be …. Eagle …43´30´´ auf Navajo ….that fast, easy, other language it takes long.  (…) 44´22´´ what kind of bomb do you want? A big one? A grenade.  44´30´´ Navajo …44´40´´ Navajo ….44´57´´ that’s why they use the Code Talker.  (…) 

46´03´´ E.K.

46´36´´ R.: The Navajo Code Talker were top-secret, they never got decoration, nothing. …. 46´50´´ five years ago they got their metal … 47´05´´ no hero … now everybody is old and dying … now it’s o.K.  47´25´´ for Navajos it’s an order (….) 47´58´´ United States they can ask for anything from Native American, anything. This is how it is. You can’t do anything. You just have to take the order. .. agree. If you disagree you loose your land. It’s simple. Legally...
48´33´´ E.K. Aggressions?

48´35´´ R.: Yeah, all the time. … 48´42´´ I can’t do anything about. All you can do … if you live on the Navaho Reservation, you have to go to the Tribal Government. The Tribal Government organizes what is your best decision. (…)49´10´´ we got a fight over here, for these eagles. I went to the Navajo Nation. I am also Indian, feeding them. And I ask why? Why do you take them, steeling them? And the said, no, this is a document that Hopis can take it. …. 49´37´´ No, this is tribal religious freedom for the Hopis, so this was legal... I wrote a letter to the Federal Government …. There is a permit, your president signed it, so ….

49´58´´ E.K.. Eagle rock, there are eagles …I

50´28´´ R. (…) When you live on a Reservation, sometimes you’ll have to make a decision, a peaceful decision ….most likely a choice, sometimes you have to sacrifice for peace freedom, good living ..51´08´´ I had to let the eagles go …. I want it peaceful … 51´30´´ I just let the Hopis take all the eagles    The United States government … 52´00  The Hopis have a lot of attorney, legal assistant … they want to win …all the time… 

52´39´´E.K. Verhältnis Navajos and Hopis?

52´49´´ R. Some Hopis think like Navajo. Some Hopis understand, …a lot of 53´00´´ intermarriage. … 53´10´´ and then there is Hopis that believe they are the First One. They always say, we are the first one. …a lot of them like that … 53´30´´ then they have attorney, they want legal protection …the first and only one, the true people …53´52´´ the legal assistance …they did learn all that, recently. 54´05´´1970ies they took the land and they told 4000 Navajos to leave, leave the lands, and they got a fence, we haven’t build a fence, they did. 54´19´´ For me there are some Hopis they are Hopi, they stay out of politics …. Just true honest people, these are the real Hopis, they live a good life, spiritual … 54´50´´ there is a new Hopi now … 55´12´´ I can see all that, but I have some friends, they are always telling me, they are the first people and somebody research … Anasazi, we are the Anasazi, we are the first people … I never say too much, I listen to them, they are my friends …. German and the French … it’s like a joke … 56´12´´ there is no shooting, nothing … 56´24´´ I know the young Navajos go over there …there is a little police over here, it’s like the Wild West out here (…) Lachen

56´46´´ E.K.:

57´03´´ R. Back in 1968 I started drawing with pencil, I don’t have a TV, no movies, I had a lot of comic books, I used to buy them here ….I herd sheep at the valley, then I ran over here and look for coins, bottles, deposit bottles, take it inside and get an ice-cream cone…57´30´´And I just sat on that step and said to myself, one day, when I grew up to be a man I will buy all the ice-cream. And I grew up and now I own the building. I have a lease for 30 years, I will 73 or 74 when I am finished. May ambition now it’s no ice-cream anymore, I think the history should be available, Theo Thysing, my great-grandparents ….58´28´´ history is important, it’s supposed to be a peaceful world now, everybody should understand. In 1968 was the Woodstock, the astronauts going to the moon. One of the astronauts came here to practice on these buttes, before he went to the moon… The Meteocrater is …. Things like that is important, good information … 59´12´´ A lot of travelers …pick up information here. Young people … have a place to relax …to visit Theo Thysing. (…)1 Std.00´10´´ my job, may career is come up pretty good, maybe I learn to speak German (Lachen) …..

(...)

Im Keams Canyon

1 Std. 00´42´´ E.K.

00´52´´ R. We left the Bitterhochee Trading Post ....1´10´´ on his headstone we read 4th Cavalry …regiment during 80ies … Fort Wingate ….1´25´´ now we are down in Keams Canyon, about 30 miles north from Bitterhochee. And we are looking at the rock raving of Kid Carson and General Crook. Kid Carson was the man who chastised the Navajos and had them arrested. General Crook followed the order to put the Navahos to Fort Wingate …. 2´15´´ the 13th regiment …. Theo …. (…) 3´05´´ they had a small battle out here … the 13th regiment came out 1863 … Theo enlisted in 13th regiment in 1872 …(…)  4´00´´ that means the campaign goes on … 4´24´´ the treaty was signed 1868 … 5´02´´ Theo was more or like after the treaty … 1886 discharged in Fort Wingate … (…)  

6´04´´ E.K.: Geronimo

6´14´´ R. General Crook was solving the Geronimo problem …he left his mark here in 1863 …

(…)

6´40´´ R.: From here he went to Fort Apache and started to Geronimo arrest … (….)

7´10´´ E.K. Theo could be alone  

7´28´´ R.: Being that far from your homeland, being a native of Germany … I am sure he tried to mix with people from Germany or European nation … 8´08´´ out here I am sure he …. Mechanical … civil war … 8´28´´ here you have Carlton, he handled the Utes and Shoshones … 8´44´´ Fort Sumner … 9´03´´ this is out of the captains note … (…) 9´48´´ Zuni … older inscription … 10´13´´ our body Theo fits the category Navaho campaign … (…)  10´40´´ some casualties … hostile Navajos out here … 1863 …
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