DAT-Cassette 12

Interview with David Edwards, Photographer (Flagstaff, 13.7.2003)

(...)

0´08´´ D.E. My name is David Edwards, I am a documentary photographer and photojournalist. I work out in Flagstaff, Arizona. I’ve lived here for about 14 years. And I travel a lot, mostly in Asia …

0´23´´ E.K.: American way of life

0´34´´ D.E. I think, the American way of life these days has changed radically. … When I was born, 6 or 7 years old, about 75% of the people were rural, they lived in farms …0´43´´ now corporate farms have taken over, the small farms are disappearing completely. We were a manufacturing country, after world war 2, … we have slowly become a service economy. 1´01´´ and this is a deadly thing for any people … 1´07´´ we don’t make things anymore, we simply import them and buy them and most of the jobs are service oriented.  …  1´18´´ if you don’t do anything, … your are not that important anymore. 

1´22´´ E.K.: Savage, he said, in America it’s all about money.

1´43´´ D.E.. It’s easy to say, it’s all about money, because you could say that in almost any time in the history of the world. (…) You know, he is right, it is all about money now.  ….  2´05´´ the corporate influence in the US has grown from a minimum influence to a massive, massive influence. And corporations control almost anything. It used to be that we that we had a democratic process and a constitution that effected the small man, …just the regular Americans, now it’s different.  2´35´´ the corporations control so much. If you just look simply in a small Arizona town, we have Wall market, Target, Home depot, Barnes & Nobles Books … what happened to the small hardware stores, they go. 2´50´´ If I have a question about something mechanical …no one knew anything, I couldn’t find the answer to my question. 3´05´´ However if I would go to a small hardware store I would have gotten the answer right away …3´15´´ the small stores have been driven out of business, small stores, hardware stores, but bookstores … magazine stands, coffee shops, all are being overtaken by corporate interest. The food in the marketplace, Oh my God, every time you enter one of those corporate stores you are a stranger, every time, you never are known as a local, you don’t have a relationship with anybody, and there are hidden cameras watching you the whole time. It’s not a world I like very much at all. (…) And the genetic modified foods. Do you know, in America we even can’t tell what’s genetic modified, it’s not on the goddamm cans, it’s not on the packages, it’s not on anything, it’s really a horror. You buy fresh vegetables, it doesn’t say, genetically modified food. So we have no choice. It’s monstress, why, because of corporate control. They have the lawyers, they have the money .. .4´23´´ a lot of people don’t like Americans, they call us a bunch of fat bastards and warmongers …, Americans are good people, I know them, I work with them, I take them on tours, I was born in America, I’ve traveled abroad … and I like American people, 4´40´´ but this a very bad thing what is happening to our country right now. We are really getting in trouble unless we can’t change this. … 4´53´´ the corporations have an enormous stature amount of power. … 4´58´´ one of the things I really like to do in life is listen to the Radio. Well, I don’t watch TV, I refuse, but I like the Radio, I like the Radio when it’s really good. …5´15´´ we don’t have it so much anymore, because the Radios have been taken over by corporations. For example “Clear Air” is one of the big corporate takeovers, they buy thousands of radio stations, they get rid of the disc jockeys, there is no personal selection in music, the same tapes are being broadcasted on certain days all around. … 5´50´´ how do you get rich? You do it by cutting cost of labor … and that’s what they did, and they are very wealthy. I know the man, who did that in fact. He is an extremely wealthy man. … He doesn’t understand what he has done.  …Rock`n Roll music …playing the same music all over again…..  6´40´´ Ant then you go out to eat, you go to a restaurant, what do you have, you have these goddamm restaurants, they are all the same in every community, every community is starting to look alike. Ai, it’s a sad thing. 6´50´´ when I went to University in North Carolina, in the 1960es, …Sprachen verschwanden …7´45´´ But there is one thing to remember, America is a great experiment, it always has been a great experiment and we’ve had problems from the beginning. …8´00´´ now we have problems to our hopes (?), try to get over this, maybe we can solve it. We have this guy Dean running for president right now. I heard him speak, I like him very much. 8´12´´ He cares about America. He wants to give us health insurance. 8´18´´ I don’t have health insurance and the reason is I don’t, because I had cancer.  As soon as I got cancer those sons of bitches raced my insurance so high I had to drop out. It was going over 10.000 Dollar a year …. It was absurd. And I think it is uncivilized, it is cruel, and it’s sadistic to do that to people. I would like to be able to be ill and go pay my fair share, a fair amount of money to get medical care. But I can’t like many others. I am single. Imagine, if I had a family, imagine, I would loose the house, I will loose it anyway, all I have to do, have to get sick and have the cancer come again, I have to sell my house. (…) 9´08´´ there are corporate powers in the US, they are not the cause of all problems, but they are secret powers …. Oil and gas companies…. Insurance companies …these are massive, huge influences in America and they lay low.  … 9´34´´ you will never hear anything controversial about them, they will never respond. We have a great country and many good things her, many good people, but we have probably the most serious problems now then ever before in our history. … 10´13´´ German is by far the largest ethnic group. And the Germans came over, right a way, as soon as the country was formed, starting coming over.  (….) 10´30´´ there was massive immigration in North and South America in the1840ie and 1850ies to the Midwest, it’s by far the largest, most people don’t know that. 10´42´´ my people are welsh immigrants, they came from Great Britain, they kept out of Great Britain as great labourorganising ..

11´00´´ E.K. the power of Corporations … is it also a question of consumption? …Mason, …. This is America …first they make people fear and the answer of that fear is consumption….Media?

12´20´´ D.E. One of the things George Bush recommended early in his administration, when we having economic difficulties, we should still encourage people go out and buy things. When he arranged for the tax-cut, which is ridiculous, the tax-cut is for the wealthy …an enormous tax-benefit, that’s why the wealthy get money, because that was part of the deal. (…) 12´57´´´the ordinary Americans are encouraged to consume and everything around us has to do with consumption. In my mailbox I get constant flyers by consuming, consuming …when you watch TV, they want to sell you things all the time, the Radio, they are selling … everyone is selling things. And then there is a dark side of this, for example, American women think they have to be slim and beautiful ….they have to be absolutely peachy clean in everyway, because there are sold things all the time, this is become a cultural icon, this superwoman, so women stop eating, women become ill because of it.   (…) 14´58´´ but the other part is for the girls, because the competition among the girls to dress well is so terrible, it becomes all consuming ….15´20´´ the consumption in the US is nonstop, everywhere you go it’s just buy,buy,buy …15´30´´ when you have a successful society this gonna be a certain amount of that, unfortunately it seems to be uncontrollable here. At Christmas time, Christmas starts before Thanksgiving now …15´45 Christmas is all about consumption and then the day after Christmas, there is a gigantic sale.  …If you are religious, where is the religious orientation here? I think it’s lost, I think it’s secondary. … 16´06´´ The United States is a great experiment. And of course we’re gonna consume us ourselves out of existence, I suppose  (leichtes Lachen) …16´16´´ Media … I have a story for you about the Media …a friend of mine ..buy a cable channel ….. help for people … how you gonna do things …. He had people from Harvard, Yale … 17´50´´ because there are so many people, actually in our country, they want to change things, want to have a real country for people, … a country with balance in it, where there is not so much consumption, where there is not so much war, not so much violence, not so many guns ….18´10´´ he has been defeated twice …..Der Mann, dem der Kanal gehört, wollte nicht, dass diese “human potential network” existiert … 18´38´´ Television is not watchable …18´44´´ you can’t watch it, anybody with any brains can’t watch it. (…) documentaries are very poor by large, I know documentaries, I’ve done them before, quality, it’s just not there, 19´10´´ public broadcasting system will have programs, but they too are sponsored by corporations, they are not going to affined there sponsors. ……19´30´´ Right now in the US there is a group of musicians called the Dixie Chicks, very popular, the Dixie Chicks publicly criticized George Bush and his invasion in Iraq, as a result the corporate owners of the Radio Stations …have decided to ban all Dixie Chick recordings on the Radio Stations for 30 days as punishment. This goes completely against what US stood for, I believe stands for. It’s outrageous, but the corporate people who doing this don’t see any problem at all. 20´15´´ so what we have in the US of America, where the corporate people have such power that they no longer follow the spirit of why this country was formed to begin with. The constitution, the bill of rights, they are almost sadicious for these people, they get around them in every way, it’s not for the people, it’s for the elite in this country and it’s really a shame. The wealthy people  in the US are so powerful that it batters the imagination. I mean it is really staggering how much they worth. (…) 21´56´´I don’t dislike wealthy people, I just think they have a responsibility to keep our country on track and they need education to do it. I think these people watch TV and read cheap novels and they don’t know much about history. 22´08´´..  Henry Kissinger…22´28´´ we have a strange and horrible problem in America and it has to do with a lack of education in government.  22´34´´ I was in Mongolia last year, with some Americans, Italians and Portuguese … we were arrested by corrupted cops ..Embassy … got us out of the Jain … cruel and ugly people ….24´15´´ she quit … there is a good American … truly … Howard Dean … and he will be defeated by the money in this country …. 25´15´´ Clinton … what the republicans did to him …  26´08´´ the media was in heaven …26´30´´ like a mob killing …”The Lord of the Flies” …26´49´´ What’s happening to our country? When you have media that has dignity you gonna get dignity as a result. When a media is completely concerned with trivial stuff, lousy, huts shallow information, no research, no care about journalism then what you gonna get is stupid people and we get more stupid people every day. Stupid, ignorant, ignorant is a better word. It’s a source of great worry for me. 27´20´´ I really admire, admire the Europeans very much, I went to school over there, my father was in the army I lived in France, in Germany …and the British I like, I like the Irish very much,  21´38´´ you know, I like these countries because they are civilized, I really like the fact that you can go down to a bakery and buy bread, it’s not this horrible bread you get in America in most places. I like the fact that not everything is corporated owned, but Fast Food is coming into the countries ….28´09´´ when my friends go to Europe they are in heaven. 28´12´´ think of it, when Americans go abroad they are in heaven, because they really get good food.  … 28´21´´ just last night a woman was saying to me, over dinner, she said, I just can’t believe, that in America we work so hard in we only have two weeks of vacations a year. And you have to work a full year with no vacation to get that vacation. And I thought, my gosh, people in Europe they have six weeks vacation. That’s a way to live, that’s having a life, that’s been able to slow down and play with your kids and follow a hobby or a prelude or start a second carrier, you could do all these things, in this country its just nothing but work. 28´58´´ Well, work is good, but there has to be a quality of leisure time … and we don’t have it. …And most Americans really don’t know any different.  29´11´´ One of the other major goals for the corporate interest in the US is the complete disillusion of all Unions, they want Unions out. (….) 29´28´´ Unions want people to work and they protect their jobs. Where is in this country people are sending just automobile plants to Mexico, because they can people get to work for 10, 15, 20 $ a day and leave people in Detroit completely without work, leave Americans destitute. 29´48´´ sale signs at houses… 30´03´´ we are a wealthy country, but a lot of very poor people here. And …30´14´´ I think to be black in America is really a task, it’s much better then it used to be when I grew up, it was very common here the word Nigger said, and black jokes and all kinds of things like this, now this has changed ….30´33´´ there are many blacks who are doing very well …., but there is a problem, young black men have a very few opportunities, they turn to dope, they turn to really lousy music that promotes very low values, but that reflects there life, its Rap-music, listen to it, it’s unbelievable  …power, violence is a gratification .. and all these fine young black men have a life that announce to nothing. 31´22´´ One time I was photographing … in a refuging camp in Afghanistan … these students have a life without intent…32´12´´ they wanted to have a life …and they didn’t get it …32´18´´ In America we have situations that are racially supercharged by people who have a life without intent. 32´26´´ one of the things that George Bush did in the US recently you might not know, he signed a bill giving vouchers to people that wanted pay a private school, with tax money. What about the public schools? …You know why they don’t want to send the kids to public schools … 32´50´´ because the blacks are in the public schools, and the Hispanics are in the public schools and other immigrants are in public schools, they don’t want there kids the go there, so they send them off to a religious school or an academy … to get an educations. That’s horrible …. 33´12´´ but what about the other kids, what about the interrelationship between the whites and blacks? 33´17´´ My sister is married to a guy who is a professor ….they send their kid to a public school, it’s 95% black and they get a good education. But American whites won’t do that. 33´40´´ ….It’s a terrible loss, because public schools are the very foundation of this democracy. 33´50´´ One of the things I really don’t like on Europe …34´20´´  we don’t have this separation of classes in such early age, that’s a great strength in America…. And Bush he is a privileged chap, but people of his generations had good public schools. 34´37´´ Now he is going out of his way to give tax$ not to the public schools but to private schools, and this is really a shame. It’s going to create a class-system. (…) 35´10´´ In this country it’s not about … duty, duty of the class-system, we don’t have duty from the upper class in this country, they just have money. It’s horrible, let’s take the money and run. Anytime you want to be at the upper-class all you have to do is, read a book called “dress for success” and buy a house in a glancy(?) neighborhood up in New York somewhere.  (…) 35´38´´ That’s all what it means, just money, not quality, not duty, not service, this is what you have in Germany. And that’s what they have in Great Britain. Although I have certain issues with this, I like the fact that people dedicate their lives to doing quality work for their country and their people and the world. I used to think that America is gonna serve the world, America is not serving the world, Europe is serving the world. 36´02´´ What about the Kyoto protocols? What an embarrassment? Why can’t we support that? Supporting the world. Flying in an airplane over China you can’t even see the ground after a time because of haze of coal smoke. (…) These people need support. (…) America won’t help. That’s what I feel so depressing here. But I am gonna continue being an American, I am gonna continue to take pictures, I hope I can contribute it to human dignity, but sometimes it’s pretty difficult. (…) 

37´25´´ E.K. Government supports people who are already rich, consumption, you mentioned Christmas, not having a contact to the religion … President Bush … every time he comes up to God … image to the public, that he is related to God … fundamentalism in it … Baptist … religion mixed up with politics …

40´05´´ D.E.:  Religion in the US is sometimes mixed up with cultural needs, George Bush for example makes references to God and to Christianity and to the morals and ethics of religion. He is mixing up his politics in religion somewhat. But then, somebody who believes in a religion, will always mention the ethics or act out the ethics, if they follow the religion closely. So we have… 40´44´´ However I don’t like politicians using religion to further there interests, because that’s is expressly what the founders of this country wanted to avoid, because they know where it leads. They knew our history. (….) 41´15´´ what we are experiencing now in the world is not a war in Iraq, it’s the second of a cultural wars. We never thought we would ever have a cultural war, but the Arabs are telling us, screaming at us,  we despise your culture, we don’t like your culture, it insoles our culture, our religion, our ways of life are being destroyed by your culture, it’s so overwhelming. (…) 41´53´´ that’s what they are so angry about. (…) 42´05´´ and the cultural wars are being shown … in the slow food movement in Europe, to eat normally, rather then with fast food, that’s a cultural war.  42´20´´ And the US is brainlessly moving about like this giant  economic monster by influencing all other countries, regardless of their culture, regardless of the delicacy of how they are trying to hang on to their language and their life. … The cultural war is the most serious of all, I think, you can have religious wars … but this is something new, it’s religious war and cultural war at the same time, and it’s gonna be really brutal.    I think …..  43´15´´ we have yet to see what people incensed by cultural rage will do to each other, we began it to see people crashing planes into office buildings, people blow themselves up in buses and killing total strangers, just outrageous murder. And then the US, we lost, 3000 people were killed in this horrible act on 9.11. and we’ve killed over 10.000 in Afghanistan, 3000, 10000, how many were killed in Iraq? I mean it just goes on and on and on…43´55´´ maybe America is indeed a great experiment and maybe we are failing, but the cultural war is just disgusting to me. 44´05´´ when I travel in Asia, any bazaar in China, any city, Peking … and I see America everywhere, in everything. I see the values … its money without the slightest regard for any consequence other then having the money. 44´30´´ and this is what we have in America. 33´35´´ it was amusing for me … woman … McDonald …personal responsible … she ate the food and the food was bad.  …it made her fat … 45´24´´ Bush  … cowboy mentality … cowboy phrases … bring him on!  Teenager talk … 46´17´´ We’ve gone in Iraq without any plan … what we do once we won the war. There was this idea .. that America would come and free Iraq and Iraq will say, Yeah we are free and now we gonna have democracy and go down doing our business, well there is never a democracy there, they don’t know how to do it. Saddam Hussein is a very clever man … 47´02´´ Every time George invoques God the Muslims also invoque god. … 47´15´´ Ashcroft was so disliked in … attorney general … 47´52´´ this Christian orientation to everything is affecting also how he has been persecuting Moslems, arresting Pakistanis, who didn’t have a Green Card …. , they have families here, they have  business here, and sending them off to Pakistan. They may arrive in Pakistan with nothing, their wives are in the US, how cruel.   48´20´´ we have always a problem in America with religion, because we were founded by puritans. You know who the puritans were? The puritans were … we’ve always been told, the puritans came to America to seek freedom, they didn’t come to America to seek freedom, they were kicked out of Great Britain because …(Lachen) they were trying to take away the freedom from the British, they put them on boat and send them out to America.  They got off here and began to oppress anybody they met and they are still oppressing everybody (Lachen). Curchisms runs deep in America, it’s like a psychosis. And you can find it all the time, even I have it. Something in my philosophy has to be puritanical, because I see it everywhere. 49´12´´ …49´38´´ Maybe in Europe you think George Bush is a bad man, he is a very nice man …49´50´´ and he is smart, he is not stupid. …50´02´´ he just does not stand for what I happen to believe in.  50´17´´ but he is not an evil man … I wish that he had advisers that will more in keeping with the values that he wants …50´45´´ they are not wise people, not looking in a long range for what is best for humanity, for this world.  …51´00´´ It’s the world that is the problem, not the US. We have to look beyond United States to helping the rest of world. (…)  For the first time in my lifetime there is a hatred building between democrats and republicans, you can see it just slowly building and building ...52´48´´ there is a great deal of dispute who won the last election …a great deal of bitterness, what we gonna see in the next election is labor is gonna stand up, because so many Unions are being pushed out of there existence … 53´20´´ we need to have a country that serves its people and still gives a lot of responsibility to everyone. (…)

53´48´´ E.K.: outer world. …is this so called globalization a kind of Americanization? …  Why do they go everywhere in the world and want to establish there system? 

55´08´´ D.E.: (…) 55´20´´ It’s a cultural situation. What the Arabs are rurally mad about is the cultural problem, not the politics, not the economics. (…) 55´38´´ the people don’t want to become mini-Americans, they don’t want to become Arab oriented Americans with American culture, they want their own culture, that’s quite clear. … It’s implicit in every culture, that they have the right to be what they want to be.   The fact that we have so many expectations that are completely American in orientation implies to me that they are not really thinking things out, that they are not reading about these cultures, they are not looking at history, they are not consulting with people who really know these cultures.  56´25´´ …57´04´´ it’s very clearly the plan to make Iraq an economic partner, a trading partner for stuff that we like to sell them. That’s the thing, we want to sell them stuff. What do they have that we want, nothing, oil. I have trouble to imagine: 57´25´´ What the hell we are doing there? Why? … 57´49´´ If we want to solve the problems .. The world is be set with then we, then we should first solve the Israel-Palestinian-situation. ….  58´10´´ it has to be solved in a way that is fair to both sides.    

1 Std. 00´55´´ E.K. Where is the opposition, where is the media in these cases?

1´15´´ D.E.: (…) 2´05´´ Now we have corporate control of the media. … Republicans own the corporations, they are not gonna allow it … it will never happen. …Dean Internet …3´02´´ You can’t really have a fair coverage if the media, including newspapers, Radio and TV, are completely controlled by one point of view. (…) 3´51´´ the subjects are not discussed … superficial …story of  Bill Gray …

5´50´´ E.K. In the American way of life is a kind of a pressure to get some kind of living standard, if they don’t succeed, they are seen as losers …and the government supports the winners … 

7´02´´ D.E. There is a great disparity in America between the wealthy and the others. And it used to be that we had a huge upper middleclass and a huge middleclass and then the working-class and then the very poor. Now the very poor, what is used in Europe called the “Lumpenproletariat” is growing and growing. (…) 8´05´´ the new “Lumpenproletariat” is a very dangerous group of people, because they don’t have any standards for life, no ethics for life, nothing.  …. 8´19´´ this ignorance is just not confined to the poorest of the poor it’s also very evident in the upper middle classes and the upper classes. And the upper classes are definitely making as much money as they possibly can. …8´36´´ Why are they making so much money? I don’t really think it’s to get ahead, because they are ahead. … It’s almost like a disease, like a psychosis: They have to have more money then one can even imagine. …  Why don’t they do something positive? And maybe help other people. But they don’t. We have very powerful and very wealthy people in this country, more then ever. But they don’t seem to have any obligation to the others. They oppose national health, the health program for the country, they oppose public schools, what do they stand for, they stand for themselves, private schools, wealth ….  9´50´´ what do they need? They have more then they need. They have a thousand times more then they need. They could still be wealthy and still do well, but they have so much money, why? 10´04´´ And you look at how people live in our small towns, in America in the cities, in the slums, good God, the horror, it’s unbelievable. (…) 10´39´´ the seemed to be people who have fulfilled every wish in their lives but at the same time are lost in this world. (….) woman, who does rooftops in NYC …people don’t have relation to nature …people are disconnected … plenty of good people in America … 13´03´´ I can’t understand how they think at all. 13´08´´ by the way, one of the things that we can understand is so much of America is governed by fear. It’s fear of guns, fear of violence, fear of rape, fear of robbery, fear of poverty, big one, fear of failure, big one, fear of not being slim and beautiful, big one, fear of not being tough and strong  …., fear again, where are the people who are just normal, happy? Well, they are ignored. No one knows where they are. They are all over the country…. They don’t have a political voice to speak of it all. But fear governs so many houses. 14´05´´ Even myself  … I’ve guns in my house, I’ve loaded guns in my house, but then again I found a murder die one time, another time I put guns under my cinder, … abroad … so I wanted to have a gun in case I need it. … I would give up the gun if I could count on a society that wasn’t armed. You know Europe is heavily armed …. 14´40´´ but in America it’s far more then that (Lachen). I wish that there were a way to disarm our country and have it become it sane. 14´55´´ a good example of it would be like is Canada. … The people are so nice there, they are calm, they leave the doors unlocked often. … there is a calmness. 15´08´´ I feel like a savage there sometimes.  (…) people in rafting, they are calmer  … 15´28´´ they seem not to be afraid as much. And believe me, fear effects your life. It governs how you think. … If there is a real claw in the world, of how people turn out, is videogames, the videogames are extremely violent in America. …. 15´58´´ And the games have to do with killing. And the people that play games are trained. And people that play games are learning. ….You know what the are learning? To Kill. 16´12´´ they are learning to shoot. They are learning to solve problems, solve problems by violence. A father that slaps a young daughter hard in the face is teaching her something, right? Well, the daughter is learning, she will later slap someone in the face. That’s very true. … 16´30´´ so if you play videogames that have to do with killing, have to do with dominance, have to do with quick solutions, problems? Kill someone, solve the problem, like Saddam Hussein would do. …That’s where you gonna get kids, young people that solve problems quickly. And eventually they will be older people, who are lawyers, doctors and politicians, who will solve problems quickly, maybe we have one now, who is solving problems quickly, by killing. 17´05´´ It bothers me … Saddam Hussein …. Israelis … murder … 17´46´´ Like one big videogame America, and the world is becoming a part of the videogame, everywhere you look.   17´55´´ In China, I was just in China …what do you think they play, videogames.  (…) Bang, bang, bang ….a war is going on …18´37´´ If you want understand America go play Videogames. 

18´40´´ E.K.  …Could you say America is founded on fear?

(…)

19´17´´ D.E. … America was founded on freedom, that’s for sure. And we have a declaration of independence. And the people that made that declaration were, almost all of them, ruined or killed. … They had a horrible life for just signing that document. 19´35´´ it’s a great document in the history of the world, it had to do getting away from aristocracy, getting away from kings, but now, over the years, we are no longer an agrarian society  and … farmers have a disposition of mind, they are closed to the soil, they depend on crops and weather, many are very religious into there orientation to the planet and into soil, well, we don’t have so much farmers anymore, we have corporate farms and anybody has gone to the cities …we are more of a service economy then anything else, there is a great deal of fear in our society and the fear is promoted constantly. The movies you go to see ….they all have to do with fear, most of them, some of them will be comedies (Lachen), very few will be serious dramas about relationships or life, most of will be violence. …  Newspaper … fear again … classical music … in America it’s dying out ….21´28´´ Fear is so much a part of our lives. I wish that I didn’t have to worry about fear. I remember, I parked my car at the airport parking lot ….  21´39´´ I came back, my car had been robbed. And then fear again. Fear. Fear. Fear. That same night I picked up a guy, I wanted to get something to eat, it was very late at night, and this fellow said, give me a lift to my car …. And the guy was a hustler, I felt for, I took him to what was his apartment, but it wasn’t his apartment, I knew that at that point, and I also knew it was in a dark street, I got in a kind of this bad situation, then I got out of it. But fear, fear is everywhere. Women in America can tell you about fear, fear of rape. Even in our military academies it’s fear, women are afraid. Oh brother, maybe we don’t have as much fear as the girls do in Africa, in Liberia … or in the Congo or in Rwanda, in the old days, 22´40´´ but fear is something we rather do without. Fear is so much a part of life 22´46´´ I remember in the supermarket … I was pushing a car around and then I saw, it looked like a very nice woman, that I could speak to, she had a little kid sitting in the car, the kid was doing something funny, and I just commented in passing, just in passing, just wanted to be nice … and she immediately graped the kid, thought I was gonna do something, oh my God, what kind of country is this, I can’t even say Hello to somebody, a really nice … way, as I moved by, without being afraid. 23´24´´ I’ve walked down streets, in Flagstaff, at night, and seeing women walking towards me and crossed, I am a big guy, crossed the street to the other side. 23´36´´ it makes you feel bad. Fear on their part, fear on my part. We are, sooner or later, what if I were a Pakistani American, I would be feeling fear all the time, when will the federal authorities coming and knock down my door and ransack my house looking for some literature of terrorism, what will happen to my children, what’s gonna happen to my father, if I was a Pakistani …. I feel for these people, it’s terrible to feel, I am sick of it. 24´10´´ … I have a loaded gun in my house, but I just soon give it up in a second, I would live like Canadians do without that stuff    24´25´´ but fear, fear is so much a part of our lives, we are instructed in it all the time. American movies, fear, fear, fear. Look, you go to the video store, New thriller, what is a thriller, it’s fear, new crime drama, about fear. New western, about fear. 24´40´´ Fear is a part of life, a very normal part of life, but not so much. ..

1Std. 24´46´´ E.K. ... In New York 9.11. ….question of reality and fiction … this attack was related to movies … how are those videogames related to reality?

1 Std.26´13´´ D.E. I think, when people play videogames they are beginning a process of learning to confuse reality and imagination and fantasy. And the fantasies are connected to the emotions. And the emotions are connected to reality, but also fantasy. And if you can’t tell the difference, when you under stress you under trouble. And I think, many of these kids, when they are under stress will fall back to there emotional instruction from violent videogames and such. …26´50´´ there was a very famous detective … copying a crime program that had been broadcast on TV … 28´08´´ people will do what they are instructed to do, … good or evil … 28´20´´ this doesn’t mean that every kid that plays videogames that kill people will end up killing someone, but some will, it will happen, for sure. I think, that if you practice war you live war. 28´35´´ if your solutions, your problems solving is one in killing, you will do it. …28´55´´ I think that a lot of our problems in America are solved by confusing reality and fantasy. …29´19´´ Hollywood will annoy what I say … that’s bullshit. 29´39´´ if you construct thousands or millions of kids in solving problems by killing some of those kids go directly to that solution, for very complicated reasons in there lives. 29´55´´ The movie “Bowling for Columbine” ….bowling …. 31´14´´ you give them the standards to live up to them. You give them terrible standards to live up to them.  ….   32´00 European fairytales are more or less forbidden in America now (Lachen) Hans Christian Anderson is not good for the kids. But on the other hand the same kid … that can’t read Hans Christian Anderson, because it’s too violent, goes to the videogame which are hyperviolent. …It’s a complete chaos, a chaos of the emotions and the mind.  … 

Ende Gespräch: 1 Std. 32´55´´
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