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Interview Bill Cherry (Flagstaff, 7.Juli 2003)

(...)

0´09´´ B.C.: My name is Bill Cherry. I am a retired military-officer. But for the past ten or more years I’ve been taught in University of Northern Arizona.
0´20´´ E.K.:

0´23´´ B.C.. Teach in the political science department.

0´25´´ E.K.

0´35´´ B.C. (Lachen) I think the American way of life in the minds of the most Americans is a myth, a story that we believe in and we keep searching for, but to say it’s exactly one thing is very difficult.  0´50´´ In the west we talk about the cowboy and the life out west, most of that believes and stories are exactly that, just believes and stories and legends and myths. (…)

1´15´´ E.K.: People are force in some way … they move a lot .. to get a job, to get money … to forced in some way to get …

1´42´´ B.C.: (….) How it is like Americans live and why we do the things we do. (…) 2´15´´ For instance mobility, to move to get a job it’s very common in America, more common perhaps then in any place of the world, we are a mobile society. People think very little about moving from Arizona to Kansas if there is a job opportunity, and we are talking here a thousand miles. A very rarely any longer do you find where the grandchildren live in the same city as the grandparents. 2´42´´ And we’ve always been a mobile society. … We move a lot and we don’t think anything about it, it’s 2´55´´ move west for the land rush, move north for the gold rush or wherever the fortunes are to be or the jobs are to be found, Americans are quite willing and often quite anxious too go.

3´07´´ E.K. You lived in Europe … you can compare the two lifestyles, two cultures ….

3´35´´ B.C.: There are a great many things that distress me about America’s inability or unwillingness to learn from the experiences and taking the values from other cultures. Americans have lived in this vast open space for 300 years and have yet to learn that you have to deal with dense populations (?) for instance. One of the true characteristics of American personalities is 4´05´´ individualism. We will be individuals, do our own thing if it costs our lives. You know, I always get in trouble because 4´19´´ I don’t wear a helmet with my motorcycle (Lachen) …that’s Americans. It’s like independent …actually passed a law in Arizona, that you must wear a helmet if you ride a motorcycle, this is good sense, this is common sense, that you should do this, but you know, the most of the motorcycle riders who did wear helmets took them off when they passed the law, 4´42´´ civil disobedience is also a very strong part of the American political culture. 4´55´´ And in  Europe, over time, they have learned to live in closer societies to be more respectful of other people, I think Americans are not necessarily respectful of, if it’s my rights versus your rights my rights win, it’s just the American mind I believe. Whereas in Europe you’ve learned over hundreds and 5´15´´ hundreds of years to live closer to accommodate others, to be respectful of others and in America we still have these wide open spaces as attitude of 5´25´´ individualism at any cost. And this is often reflected in our political behavior also, as well as in our social behavior.

5´35´´ E.K. What do you mean by social behavior?

5´41´´ B.C. (…) Americans only do the things that laws are passed … to make them to do or prevent them from doing. 50 years ago, if it was 4th of July and I wanted to take my pistol in my front yard and shooted in the air and yelled “Hurrah” nobody would think one thing about this. But as you have more and more people you pass laws and say, you’re not allowed to do that anymore, it’s unsafe to do that and you could get into trouble, if you shoot your gun in town, before you couldn’t do that. 6´23´´ These kind of changes, Americans tend to see them as infringements upon there individual liberty, individual rights, even … it’s for the good of society. …On the political level I think the very 6´43´´ attitude that our government went to war against Iraq, in the face of the rest of the world saying, maybe this is not a wise thing to do, maybe it’s not even a necessary thing to do, well, we want to, and we think …and now look at the mess we are in.

7´14´´ E.K.: Does the majority of Americans know much about outer world?

7´40´´ B.C.: Oh no, (Lachen) I really don’t, and it used to distress me a as an American that we don’t learn other languages and we are not sure where the rest of the world even is, little know how to pronounce what is out there, it used to give me some little distress, until I began to travel a great deal myself. And I forgive us this arrogance, 8´03´´ I forgive us this failure, because we live in a huge country, where even if you travel three or four days …you may not even come against the boarder. There is a real correlation between the number of languages you speak and the numbers of you absolutely need to speak. (…) Not only do we have a vast country around us which isolates us physically from 8´50´´ the rest of the world, the rest of the world has begun to accommodate us in a tremendous rate, language of aircraft, every pilot in the world must speak English. The language of international economy is English, (…) international politics is English. (…) And this is a reason that 9´15´´ Americans are simply not forced to learn other languages in a serious way. … 9´48´´ Someone growing up in Kansas, Missouri or North-Dakota they are never gonna hear hardly another language. So I forgive us this failure. As far as what goes on in 9´58´´ the rest of the world we only know where it is when it comes important. It was almost a joke…. 10´05´´ that our president couldn’t pronounce the names of half of the leaders in Europe, in the Middle east, when he became President, and that he in fact didn’t know where most these places were. (…)

10´45´´ E.K.: 11th of September … shock…. Was attacked the first time … isolated between two oceans … attacked … what happened that day to Americans …

11´45´´´B.C. Well, certainly 9 eleven was even a greater shock then perhaps Pearl Harbor. The truth was, our country as nation has actually never been attacked on it soil. (…) 12´15´´ Of course there was the presence of technology, the television, you not only knew what’s going on …you actually saw it. All the planes crashing into the building, people jumping from the buildings, it was horrible, beyond imaginations … 12´41´´ I was just almost beyond the ability of Americans to believe it was happening …and after over it was this being of stand, just completely being depressed. And then of course 12´55´´ the rage begins to burn, that we have been attacked. And then we start 13´03´´ looking for someone, anyone to punish for this horrible deed. And a great number of Americans led by President Bush 13´15´´ decided that, well we had to show some sort of a victory and so we, they trumped up a real dastardly plot from the 13´25´´ Iraqis with weapons of mass destruction and lightning him on to Hitler …with his Invasion of Kuwait. It was really all quite ridiculous, as far as the justification, but 13´42´´ the outrage, the hurt, the anger on the part of most Americans, that’s what I believe, allowed the Iraq war to happen. …Even today the most of Americans would say: …”Yes, I guess the world is full of evil doers and 14´00 dictators and bad people, but this one was convenient and gave us an opportunity to somehow 14´15´´ act out the anger that we felt about 9.11. I, even though I am an American military veteran, 14´15´´ was … against the war. In fact I and a leader of a group in Flagstaff, called 14´25´´ veterans for peace. … 14´35´´´it`s fairly equally split between … Now that is had been done, it’s always this ridiculous thing that I hear in actually every culture,14´45´´ that the people should not have died in vain, well, …. 15´00´´ When it comes to war everybody dies in vain. So, o.k., somebody died, so we have to kill some more people, so that people that died didn’t die in vain. And in the process more people die and it’s just a stupid spiral.  … Maybe 30, 40% of the country feels that the war was wrong. … I saw a cartoon the other day, it says: 15´28´´ what’s the Arabic word for Vietnam, the answer is Iraq. … There are still, 30, 40 % of Americans who think, oh, this was a righteous war against an evil dictator … and I think there are a lot of people in the middle who are just fad up with the subject …15´50´´ there is no mandate on this war, there is no mandate on our staying there, now we are 16´00 in draped very much as we were in Vietnam. (…) 

16´27´´ E.K. What would you have done…

16´53´´ B.C. … In my mind … there is no relationship between 9.11. and Iraq. … 17´32´´ I wouldn’t have had the dilemma. … 17´53´´ we weren’t suffering from Iraq. And the people from weren’t suffering more from there dictator then the people in Liberia …. 18´19´´´North Korea there are real dangerous … 18´43´´ the occupation of this country … we gonna have conflict. …

(….)

19´13´´ E.K.: War against Iraq… example how American are used to solve problems…

19´34´´ B.C.: As I try to think through characteristics of American political culture, we’ve never been very hesitant to be aggressive in problem solving, to go to war or to show force. … 19´55´´ in many cultures it begins with negotiations and in most American events, historical events it usually comes with the show of strength first. …Maybe you don’t have to fight if you show enough strength up front, kind a like drunks in a bar. … 20´35´´ Your see, Americans have this tremendous sense of optimism and strength , because basically we never lost anything. There was a historian around …in  the last century by the name of Frederic Jackson Turner that had what he called 20´50´´ the frontier theses . He said, the American frontiers were build the American psyche. That you have this vast wilderness in front of you and that it was full of people, who didn’t want us to be there, we called them “American Indians” (leichtes Lachen), it was full of dangers and heat and lands lights and no roads and wild animals … And yet we forged through that, and we build upon it and 21´13´´ we see ourselves that way, as the frontiers people. And we have this tremendous sense of optimism, we speak in a kind absolute terms, (…) 21´25´´ We gonna make it or just gonna get bust. … 21´41´´ And going through this frontier experience, according to Professor Turner, build this kind of psyche of omnipotent. We had a war with Great Britain and beat them for our Independence, …we had two wars with Germany, World War 1 and 2, we beat them twice, we beat Mexico, when it was a fairly strong power and we were still a kind of an agrarian, you know, we kind of a look back and it wasn’t till 22´20´´ Vietnam, we say, ups …could we actually loose a war? … We have this sort of omnipotent feeling. …Like 9.11., you feel totally helpless, because you don’t even know to beat up, so, you know, our President find someone to beat up, a little bit 22´48´´ like Reagan going to invade Granada. … 23´00´´ So it is a thing in the American psyche that just anything they undertake they believe they can conquer, that they can do it. (…) … 23´23´´ We don’t tend to be thoughtful and conscious about things, because our experiences is then we reflex our muscle and we win and we get what we want.  ….23´35´´ Older countries …have had bad experiences … 24´00´´´To have an enemy as nebulous as this Al-Quaida and this mentality that you can’t find them and they can do this terrible things it’s crushing, just crushing to a psyche that doesn’t believe it can loose it. … Mike Tyson …24´40´´ aggressive… the first thing we tend to do , when there is a conflict with another state.

24´52´´ E.K. Winning and loosing is one thing, also when Americans do foreign policy … they also have a mission … to show the better way of life … 

25´35´´´B.C. (…) There is this tremendous missionary seal and it goes along with that pride, that we have, that omnipotent feeling …we were the first nation really to throw off the chancels of the medieval forms of government, the kings and we did this experiment in democracy …and wrote this constitution and we’ve actually been very successful and economically very successful an there is a 26´09´´ tremendous missionary attitude about almost everything that we do. …That’s the way you sell foreign policy for one thing, if you are going out there, 26´20´´ to make the world a better place, that rings good with most Americans, that helps. …A lot of Americans they don’t really understand something, 26´34´´ they think that everyone wants to be an American. And I have to explain, No, everybody doesn’t want to be an American, they like to have a lot of the benefits and economic success …, (((but that doesn’t mean they want to be Americans. … 27´13´´ most fearful when we where doing this democratic experience, experiment … 27´40´´ constitutional setup … 28´Unterbrechung …. ))))

28´10´´ It’s that idea of a balanced democracy, of a safe democracy that we are trying to export. …(…)…We have these people they go out and help other countries to write constitutions and sometimes, in the case of Japan or in western Germany, we a kind of 28´38´´ give them a constitution and then help them work it out. .… And all of that is trying to help them 29´00´´ have a save democracy, a democracy that really works. … (((Western democracy ….29´28´´ Unterbrechung ….)))) 

Anyway all of this talk about constitutions and exporting our constitution  29´42´´ goes along with the idea of the missionary seal. We are very proud of what we have accomplished as a nation, we wish to 29´57´´ to share that. Sometimes … that desire to share … 30´10´´ It’s coached in a very conversations, “in God we trust, by the grace of God created, … “manifest destiny” is one of the theories of American politics a hundred years ago, that we were designed 30´33´´ “ to go from see to shining sea” regardless of who got in our way. And we did bossily, we were empirical, an empire started out 13 colonies, either bought or took by conquest everything all away the other ocean. And so there has always been this sort of 30´53´´ self-righteousness about …our interpretation of our success. Yaw, we are very missionary minded. … You know, 31´05´´´everybody is the hero in there own story. When you tell your story you are never a bad guy. And that’s the way Americans feel. They don’t feel like they are being bad people, when they say, we need to put democracy in the Iraq ... As Americans we 31´24´´ feel very righteous about that, we are doing the right thing, we are going to help these people out, whether they like it or not (Lachen) (…)

31´42´´ E.K.  Media …do they really inform people what’s going on in the world …do they publish critic against the government?

32´19´´ B.C.: The media is faced with a number of severe problems. … 32´44´´ One is circulation, which means they have to interest a board public …in reading their papers or magazines or even watching them on television, so they tens to hyphens and 33´00´´ sensationalize: “Why it could be dangerous to go out today?! Film at ten.” And then you turn in and it turns out that the traffic lights will gonna be out for half an hour. (Lachen)…A part of their problem is to attract attention to the market. (…) 33´33´´ The other problem that they have is one of interpretation. (…) Because 33´55´´ most Americans do not have a developed personal philosophy (…), which keeps you from being irrational. 34´´30´´ And the media is a bit like that too. (…) 35´19´´ The media is an easy target … 35´37´´ political advertising … is changing the mind of no one … 36´07´´ they have to hide the news a little bit, or a lot (…) 36´44´´ People always complain, well, the media is too liberal, of course that’s conservatives, and when liberals watch it they say, the media is owned by rich white republicans and it’s entirely too conservative … we are on a tough spot. 

37´03´´ E.K.: But do they inform what’s going in the world?

37´23´´ B.C. You have to seek out international news …listen to Radio International, BBC … it’s a big country …37´50´´ difference between American and European reports … I don’t know if 38´12´´ it is censorship or if it’s just editors deciding what’s gonna be interesting, what’s gonna go in that 3 minute timeslot …. Making them watch, making them listen, making them read ….38´30´´ Certainly they don’t give much depth, if you want depth you gonna go look for it. Just like 38´40´´ presidential races …or congressional election times, 38´48´´ the TV basically reports the race, who is ahead, who is behind, of what an interesting thing happened that may make voters go for or against a person, … , they don’t really go into that sort of thing, they treat it like a horserace. If you want to find out what candidates stand for you got to go look for it. And of course 39´18´´ political advertising takes tremendous advantage of that. (…) What they are selling?

39´44´´ E.K.: … Relationship … you have to make it … frontier theses … the government handles this case in Iraq …. Americans solve their problems in family … gun laws … military … and gun law inside 

41´40´´ B.C. Well, the issue of personal gun ownership, first of all I am retired military officer, I have a descend little arsenal myself, I have about 6 weapons of different kinds for different types of hunting and sport, and I would have no problem at all with very, very restrictive and very comprehensive gun laws. 42´05´´ My guns are registered, if I ever get them stolen I certainly want the police know that I own them. … Personally I believe that it is 42´20´´ much too easy that people without training and without knowledge of care of guns to own them. … So I both, I own guns and believe in gun control is a good thing. But I have a lot of friends who disagree with me vehemently. And in honesty, 42´44´´ I don’t entirely understand the rational, because like a lot of things it’s not necessarily rational it’s how you feel, it’s like religious faith. …And with the pro-gun or gun applicants who are vehemently opposed to any kind of law that would restrict their ownership, use of guns and sales, 43´15´´ they see that as the first step in the collapse of our free society … However 43´44´´ the worst way to make laws is to anecdotes. And people who are generally pro-gun thinking … 44´03´´ “if everybody had a gun this would be a much more peaceful world”. And you know what, they believe that and you are not gonna tell them how incredibly stupid that logic is and make them believe it: “If everybody was carrying a gun then everybody would really be polite to one another”. No, I remember places like Dodge City and Tombstone, where everybody did carry a gun and they spent all their time killing each other. (Lachen) But people they believe that, absolutely believe it. It’s like … almost religious faith. You can’t disprove it, because they believe it, and that makes it a fact. … 

44´28´´ All societies fight, all societies punch it out. what guns do is, they make this little conflicts that come up between neighbors or guys drinking in a bar or people barbecuing on the weekend or out fishing at the lake, the little conflicts that happen between people become deadly, that’s what guns do. Before somebody might to got cut, might to got punched or hit with a stick now they just to get a big hole blowing into them. And 45´this doesn’t make a more peaceful world. (…) 45´21´´ that’s an anecdote … 45´35´´ that’s the worst possible way to do … policy. … I think that 45´43´´ the gun control is a majoring part of our society, much as it has been in the rest of the world. It will not happen over night … 46´08´´ most political changes … That’s how we just gonna have to grow up and learn that we can own guns but we have to do certain things, we have to take certain safety percussions,, lock them up, to train our children to use them properly … 

46´30´´ E.K.: to have guns …. What is the need to have a gun? Protections?

46´57´´ B.C. … I hear this idea of self-defense in the military for about 13 years. …. I never pull the gun out … in the line of duty it was never necessary to do it …… 47´18´´ I never buy really the idea that guns are for self-defense or protection, all they are, they are self-destructive. 47´26´´ I have weapons because I am a hunter. (…) Part of it is maybe cultural, that’s true. I think I had my first 22-rifle when I was 7 or 8 years old. … And I have had guns all my life and I hunt. And I live in an area in the states, where hunting is common. (…) 48´14´´ I do not think on privately owned weapons as items of self-defense, that’s why you have doors and locks and police forces, there are other ways to defend yourself and certainly carrying a gun into a restaurant is not gonna be for self-defense. …

48´30´´ E.K.:

48´40´´ B.C.(…) In Arizona we have a council weapon … some people seem to need that … 

49´07´´ E.K. Wovor haben die Amerikaner am meisten Angst? Loose there jobs?

49´33´´ B.C.. (…) I do know that in America … is a sort of free floating anxiety. We are almost always worried about something.  … Media … I don’t watch Phoenix news …. I don’t watch big cities news …. New York City, 2000 Miles away…. Forest fire in Tucson …. Sierra Vista … 50´35´´ That’s free floating anxiety, that there is a mugging in Phoenix and you are afraid to go to the circle K in Flagstaff, …just that constant awareness of all this violence in the world … 51´00´´ stay alert and little nervous … 51´24´´ my wife driving to Phoenix … friends who are afraid loosing their jobs … I think that is very situational, sometimes it’s physical safety Americans are worried about, sometimes it’s economic security. I couldn’t give you a single specific anxiety. But I can tell you 51´50´´ 9.11. just build on top of all of that. …It does surprise me that people are still afraid to fly. Of all things I would think that right now with all this people would feel safer to fly (Lachen), because of all this 52´08´´ super security. ut no people are actually more afraid to fly, even though we are now given greater attention then ever before.  … 

52´23´´ E.k: most important values?

52´37´´ B.C. (…) We talk about family values, we talk about all these sort of traditional kind of Christian values …but I am not so certain that those are the things that we work hard for. I think 53´ that success, one of the things that goes a long with this omnipotence (…) is an incredible optimism.  Americans are always sure that things are gonna get better. …53´15´´ we are very cynical, cynical not just about politics … 53´24´´ TV …. 53´32´´ we are not unrealistic, we are cynical …but on the other hand we are tremendously optimistic, Americans always think things are gonna get better. I think one of the reasons, some of the 53´42´´ tax policy for instance, … I see the republicans …they want to away with inheritance taxes (?) …and people who will never leave an inheritance and have no hope of ever getting an inheritance are absolutely certain that we have to get rid of that tax, even though it’s only going to effect a very minor effect of upper society. … And I believe 54´10´´ the reason for that is we all think we gonna get rich one day. We hope that on the future. We, we, it’s tough now but if I can make it just through December … it’s gonna turn around, when I have that bill played off and …so until life comes to grinned them down, which sometimes it does, for the most part of Americans 54´35´´ very optimistic and always value the future in the fact, they are gonna get ahead.

54´43´´ E.K.  Hopi and Navajo …

54´56´´ B.C. I have a lot of good friends in both of these tribes. And I have done a lot of political work on both reservations…. Organizing in voting … 55´20´´ I have a Navajo name (Navajo name)…what that means is “great beard”. … But you have to understand, that they are 55´35´´ incredibly different tribes, traditionally, culturally, their religions are different, their basic believe of origin. …quite different. 55´52´´ Their relationship with the modern world, to the outside world is quite different from each other. (…) 56´12´´ The Hopi probably decadences of the most ancient cliffdwallers … have been here for as long as we can report history or fined evidence, probably they are decadence,  have 56´25´´ lived in a relatively small area of mesas in what is Navajo Hopi Reservation. 56´35´´ The Navajos are Athapascen, which come, Athapascens in northern Alaska, that’s the trial that they left as they moved here, and in fact there is a fairly accurate date, that says about 1492, about the time 56´41´´ when Columbus was landing on the coast of America the first Navajos began establishing settlements in this area. So they are relatively recent arrivals. 57´05´´ For the longest time the Navajos and the Hopis got along pretty well, since the Hopis are very traditional minded, they live upon their Mesas …But the 57´22´´ Navajos are a very fast growing, very ambitious and adaptable tribe. Their basic philosophy, the beauty way, hoiszo … makes them incredibly adaptive. (…) 57´40´´ How the Navajo approach to a drought is to come into harmony with the drought condition …. The whole concept of … 57´55´´  hoiszo  … is to seek balance. So we have one culture that is trying to change things the other is trying to find ways to  58´10´´ adapt. This adaptiveness is causing to be excellent merchants, farmers, in times warriors and fighters, and it fits their culture very well. The 58´20´´ big conflict has come between the two tribes as the Navajo on the lower lands began to expand in numbers, they are now the greatest population of any native tribe. There were some political things back in the 30`s, where some lines got drawn, and said, o.k. this is the 58´55´´ Hopi reservation now, which was isolated within the greater Navajo Reservation Finally, after some years, the Hopis they established, well actually, when you did it, you took a lot of our land away, of our traditional land and now that land is lived on by Navajos and 59´ we want it back. And there is your big conflict. The Hopis saying they want some of its land back, but in order to get it back, the Navajos have to leave it. And of course the Navajos they lived there for four, five generations, they don’t gonna leave it. … 59´28´´ Probably there would never have been a conflict had not the US government started drawing lines, saying, this is yours, oh, well we are going to move this line now and now that’s not yours. So … There is a 59´57´´ tremendous misunderstanding about that.

1 Std. E.K.: Why lines?

1 Std. 0´08´´ B.C.: there are two distinct cultures … 029´´ the problem was … coal reserves … 0´42´´ lawyer … 0´56´´ So it all came down to money, when those lines got drawn. And they were rather …When they got redrawn of course a lot of people got hurt. Wonderful Navajo 1´10´´ families have been living out there for a hundreds of years and now they are told, you got to move, and they are not about to move, so they put these restrictions on, where you can’t put your home, where you can’t do this …And it’s created incredibly 1´27´´ hard feelings on both sides. … 1´40´´ a friend of mine … used to be the BIA director for the Hopi tribe, he used to get these hate male from Switzerland and Austria, telling him about the horrible Genocide he was involved in, he was murdering these  …

2´06´´ E.K.: Flagstaff and reservations …

2´22´´ B.C.: … The proximity of the reservations have made our lives completely entwined, probably 18-20% of the Flagstaff area are American native peoples. …  It' s also a market center … Flagstaff is now 170 years old and I know for at least that long  we’ve had trading posts and commercial dealings with …first the Navajos and then later the Hopis …3´17´´ There is a lot of commercial relationships between the reservations and the city. …3´33´´ children … doormen Tory …Well, they send the kids in here and they live in a doormen Tory and it’s near the reservation and they go to schools here in town. …I think 4´0o´´ NAU, Northern Arizona University has the highest native American enrolment rate of any University in America. … And it creates some real 4´12´´ problems for the kids, because they come in and they are totally ranged away from their culture …we are talking about a very strong familial relationship when they are brought to the university, where it’s a kind of every student for himself and 4´30´´ they loose a lot of their support groups and we have a tremendously high trashing rate from Native American students, which… 4´49´´ There are conflicts sometimes between red and white people …but I am not certain that this is very much different then anywhere, where we have racial groups bump up against each other.  …5´22´´ almost anywhere .. Racial conflicts …5´38´´If you spend some time out on the reservation it’s almost like another planet, it’s really isolated and moves in a different pace and time. I remember … 5´58´´ Ganado … 70ies …. Bus stop Tuesday and Friday … There is a different concept in time, right there. 

6´18´´ E.K.. Wirtschaftliche Situation …

6´37´´ B.C.. Life on the reservation is bleak. The tribe is fairly wealthy. The tribe has good health care, if you can get to it, they have good education, if you can get to it, … Unemployment on the reservation is terrible, kids get a pretty descend education and then there is no job, nothing for them to do. They are starting experimentations, 7´12´´ drugs, gangs, all the kinds of things that you would associate with a city. …Poverty and delays … 7´33´´ profitability … 7´42´   layer governments …US government and tribal governments … 7´50´´ tribe wants something  BIA …. 8´05´´ manufacturing bring the whole tribe up?… 8´10´´ prosperous pockets … One of the greatest booms that the tribes in America … 8´30´´ the tribes establishing their rights as sovereign governments, to have casinos, has been the greatest thing that ever happened to the tribes. (…) 9´00´´ And now they got Casinos, good education, good healthcare, they send their kids off to college because they can give them scholarships and pay their way, just their life is just improving. And that’s … And of course that’s white business people just really angry. 9´22´´ In the past if the damdoggone Indians had something that the white man wanted they can take it. (…) 10´20´´ Native Americans have been able to build on and really be successful and really help their people and the white society hasn’t managed to get a hold of yet.  … A number of the tribes have opted not to do that. 10´35´´ The Hopi, they are very traditional people, they said, no, we are gonna find others ways to build revenues ….Much of the 10´45´´ Navajo Nation is against it, …a soul searching discussion, if they want gambling … 11´10´´ a few things Indians have managed white people couldn’t take away from them …

11´16´´  E.K.: 

11´28´´ B.C.: unemployment is fairly high … Flagstaff …Phoenix … unemployment is not the major problem …. The cost of living … a very expensive city …. Observatories … 12´19´´ Flagstaff has the most P.H.D.´s …. Cost of living is very high … 12´45´´ summer home place … nails and hammers guys … 13´10´´ if you compare our unemployment … Coconino County ….

13´29´´ E.K.: conflict … Flagstaff  develop San Francisco Peaks … künstlicher Schnee …holy mountains …

14´18´´ B.C.   Strong emotions on this issue …. 14´35´´ sacred …. 14´40´´ from the standpoint of the city … millions of Dollars …. 14´58´´ artificial snowmaking …15´15´´ Great Canyon … 15´28´´ elitism in saying this is mine … 15´43´´ Hawaii ..16´0´´ they managed to share … it’s share, but your being here it doesn’t make it unsacred …16´24´´ accommodation … 

1 Std. 16´51´´ Ende Gespräch 
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