Back in the 1950s when the UFO contactee craze was about as trendy as hula hoops, there was a man named Gabriel Green who claimed to be in touch with beings from Mars, Venus, Saturn and Alpha Centauri.  He was the founder and president of the Amalgamated Flying Saucer Clubs of America and, at the behest of his space brothers, ran for President in 1960 on a platform of leadership by enlightened direction. I don’t know how long his campaign lasted but I do know he later withdrew in order to support then Senator John F. Kennedy.  Lest you think Green had a screw loose bear in mind that the election of 1960 was extremely close so I’m sure JFK was happy for any support he could get.  And Green must have had some pull because when he ran for the Senate in 1962 he drew over 170,000 votes.

No, they just don’t make presidential candidates like they used to and while some people may be grateful for that, I, for one, could use a little levity when it comes to politics these days.  As I was reminiscing about Gabriel Green’s campaign I decided to search the Internet and see what candidates were out there who might add a little color to the current election.  

Thanks to Politics1.com I was able to find a couple of interesting candidates whose campaigns are pretty much word of mouth and while they might be on the ballot someplace the best they can ever hope for might be a few thousand write-in votes. 

One candidate I noticed is a Boxing publicist from Indiana named Charles Jay who’s running on the Personal Choice ticket.  There really isn’t anything unusual about him -- he’s basically a libertarian in favor of legalized gambling -- but it was his running mate that really caught my eye.  That would be none other than Marilyn Chambers, the legendary porno star who, according to Jay’s campaign website “may have contributed as much as any person alive toward advancing First Amendment rights.” Jay also says he was trying to target that massive adult entertainment demographic and while you may question his logic, consider this:  Jay and Chambers are on the ballot in, of all places, Utah.  I’m sure Orin Hatch is swelling with pride.

And speaking of Utah, they have what must be the state of the art when it comes to the proverbial perennial candidate.  That would be Lawrence Rey Topham who in the past 28 years has made a run for the U.S. Senate, one for the House, two runs for Governor, three runs for Mayor of Salt Lake City and three runs for the Presidency.  Topham, who is running for both Governor of Utah and President this year, has a thing about paper money, which he doesn’t recognize as actual currency since it isn’t backed by silver or gold.  This apparently gives him the right to proclaim himself “Secretary of State and Acting Governor of Utah under Martial Law,” something he likes to declare every once in awhile just to keep us all on our toes.  He actually tried to take over the state capitol once, insisting he was the real governor, until the police cornered him in the restroom and brought out the pepper spray.   

All of this made me wonder whatever happened to Gabriel Green?  Well, it seems he passed away in 2001 but the Amalgamated Flying Saucer Club maintains a website at flyingsaucers11.friendpages.com.  There are pictures of Green with his campaign memorabilia as well as Klaattu’s farewell speech from the movie “The Day the Earth Stood Still.” As I was looking at his web page I realized that there was an innocence about Green’s candidacy that I found appealing.  It’s too bad he’s gone because now, with a war in Iraq and those ever-elusive Weapons of Mass Destruction, I think we could use a few more like him.

