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Card #10

7:51plus music after SOC
INTRO:
Every year, hundreds of thousands of teenagers in the united states drop out of school.  The reasons are many and each story is unique.  Today, as we conclude our series from Western Guilford High School in Greensboro, Emily Hanford has the story of one young woman’s struggle to stay in school. 

COPY: I heard about Sue Pham from Principal Randy Shaver.   She was a senior, he said, who missed so much school she might not graduate in June.  Mr. Shaver introduced us in late February, and the next day I drove to school with Sue.  (Deb wants you to try a little sound of Shaver and I talking under this graph… not sure it will work, but you can find it at RS 12 – 9:33)
ACT: bang, bang, alright, um… (car start up noises.. sound of Sue talking under track) (SP 1 at 3:31)

COPY: Sue is 17 with long dark hair and thick black glasses.  She loves music.  In the car she played me one of her favorite songs ….

(hear “Stars in car” )(SP 36 at beginning)

COPY: Sue’s car was cluttered with CDS... Indie rock bands mostly….  and there was a pile of books in the back … she told me wants to get a PhD in psychology someday… and the night before she was up until 3 AM surfing the internet…

ACT: I have trouble sleeping at night.  See if school started at 11, I wouldn’t miss a single day (EDIT) I am not a morning person. (SP 1 21:10 and then sound of her walking it to school after that, under track)

(ACT: bell!/ teacher “less than a minute!”) (SP 2 22:42 to 23:43 sounds for transition to math class)

(sound of going in to class – SP 1 23:22 and 23:43)

COPY: Sue’s first class was math… 

ACT: alright guys, be quiet.. (“SP 3 at 13:02” – OK, be quiet… huge yawn from boy)
Sue took this class last semester and failed it.  
(class sound is underneath)

ACT: I’d rather learn about math history, mathematicians and how they came to be (EDIT) Not the result of what they came up with, but how did they come up with.  But that isn’t offered in high school (laughs). (SP 2 – 7:00)

more sound of math class  (I need to find a moment of the teacher teaching something)

COPY: During class, Sue did the previous night’s homework.  She said school is boring and she just doesn’t care about it.
ACT: That’s what screws me over. I just stop in the middle of it – and just go – what does this have to..?  I think I overanalyze.  (EDIT)  The things that should matter I want to push it out.  The things I should just suck up and go with it… I’m like what is the point of this?  This is irrelevant.  (SP 2 13:03)

COPY: Sue said she did well at the beginning of high school.  But things began to fall apart junior year.  Her mother was laid off from Guilford Mills, and money was tight.  Then her father, whom she hadn’t seen since 8th grade, died.  Sue stayed away from school for more than a month and failed 5 classes that year.   Mr. Shaver encouraged her to come back in the fall, but she began skipping again…. spending whole days at Barnes and Noble writing in her journal.  In January, she realized how much trouble she was in.   She wrote an e-mail to Mr. Shaver:

ACT: (Randy Shaver 4-7-06 45:15) and she writes to me… (EDIT) I want nothing more than to start over this semester (EDIT) to graduate with 20 credits at the school that I started in (EDIT) to graduate from high school period.  (EDIT) how did someone with infinite potential end up like this?  Considering dropping out with only five more months of it left.  I am not a stupid person… (fade) 

COPY: Mr. Shaver says Sue is a student who will thrive in college, but she just has to get there.  Together they came up with a plan.  Sue would re-take two classes at a special school in the afternoon.  Sue had a part in the school play… and Mr. Shaver would count the hours she spent at rehearsal toward make up time she owed the school.  The play was Alice in Wonderland, Sue told me.
ACT:  I’m card #10 – ha, ha… (EDIT) even though I don’t have any lines, I’m really nervous. Because I’m not used to being on stage.  I’m not used to going into a different character. (SP 9 11:17)

COPY: But Sue said she was up for the challenge, and being in the play gave her a reason to come to school every day. (class sound out)
COPY: By March, Sue was doing better in her classes, and looking forward to graduation.

ACT: School bell (SP 21 14:44) 

COPY: Sue brought me home with her and I met her mother, Ling Pham who came from Vietnam in 1975.  She told me how proud she is of her daughter.
ACT: She very smart and very good education.  And I think my dream is come true in future (fade under) (SP 40 at 4:02)

COPY:  We were standing outside their house - and I realized that Sue’s mother was under the impression that her daughter would be going to Duke University in the fall.
ACT:  And once she go to Dooo, I go back my country, but she say mom, live with me, I take care of me (fade under) (SP 40 4:30 ish)

COPY:  Sue’s mother had no idea what was going on at school.  (car sounds)

Sue said she feels awful about deceiving her mother.
ACT: My mother, she bought me a piano.  Cause she’s big on pianos and I’ve been playing since I was five, I’m not really that good.  Those kinds of luxuries – I have a 2004 HP computer – flat panel.  When I think about that, I get all flustered and I think, wow, I really am a crappy kid. (fade under…) (SP 38 7:35) (Ben can you add: “She sacrificed like her whole life cut”? that used to be before this)
(music up under above track and let play for a transition? – music in car on SP 21, 24:25… there are several songs)

COPY: But Sue had a plan to make her mother proud …she’d graduate in June, just barely,  then go to community college, and eventually transfer to a four year school in New England.  She’d take her mother with her. (sound shift to Saturn under track – SP 23 1:00?? Or SP 24 1:07?))

COPY: But her plan hit a snag.  

ACT: “The principal wants to see you Sue – SP 29 8:28)

COPY:  In the afternoon, I went with Sue to the special school where she was taking her make-up classes, and the principal there, Mr. Woody, told her he was ready to kick her out because she hadn’t been showing up.
ACT: you got 42 days before the school year is over… how many hours a day are you going to have to put in to complete two courses? (SP 29 9:50)

COPY: He handed her a pen and paper to figure it out.

ACT: how you going to do it? (EDIT)  (um) well, the play won’t be a problem… remember I told you about the play?  priorities must be set – I can just eliminate that I guess…. (SP 29 12:22)

COPY: Sue e-mailed the drama teacher that she was dropping the play.
ACT: It’s OK.  It’s just a play.  Graduating is more important.  I won’t be a card.  I won’t wear the costume. I won’t go to the cast party. But I’m fine with that, so… (SP 29 30:26)

(Fade to black)

COPY: Sue never showed up again at Western.
ACT: This is probably the hardest drop-out I’ve had to put through the process. (Ruth Stroop 4-7-06 3:16)

COPY: Ruth Stroop is Western’s drop-out prevention specialist.
ACT: More time has been invested in Sue over the last two years than any other drop out I have. And that’s just simply because there was always this willingness to want do better, but she didn’t follow through with it.  I made 20 home visits last year (EDIT), never once did she come to the door.  Even though she admitted she was there

COPY: Stroop says she’s angry at Sue, but mostly disappointed.  I called and e-mailed Sue several times, but she never responded. I went to her house, her mother told me she was at school.  I went to the school, and no one had heard from her – except Mr. Shaver. (put sound of her cell phone not working in above track? – wav file posted to site in Pham folder in WG Acts)
ACT: Sue is one of those students who has decided she does not fit in to a regular high school. And I think she’s right about that. (Randy Shaver 4-7-06 31:00)

COPY:  Mr. Shaver told me they’d come up with a new plan.  Sue will make up a class in summer school, then go to a special high school on a college campus, and get her diploma in the fall.   He thinks this is the right thing for her, but he’s worried she won’t follow through. 
ACT: (sound of Alice up – Alice Performance 1  1:53) “Alice, Alice, won’t you continue.. oh, alright..)

COPY:   The school play opened on April 5th .  

ACT: more play… ? wait, Mr. Rabbit – what can you possibly be late for?  I guess I’ll just follow him. (or some other good moment in play) Rabbit is “Alice Peformance 1 at 2:43) 
COPY: Card #10 made her brief appearance in a costume that was made for Sue.  

ACT: applause… leaving auditorium (Alice performance 6 at 1:52)

COPY: Leaving the auditorium,  I noticed a poster that listed the members of the cast.   You could still see Sue Pham’s name, though someone had scribbled over it with a pen.
ACT: Music “If I am lost for a day try to find me, and if…

I’m Emily Hanford, North Carolina Public Radio – WUNC

I’m Emily Hanford

ACT: (music) 

All of the things that I thought were so easy 
just got harder and harder each day 
December is darkest and June is the light 
but this empty bedroom won't make anything right…. 
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