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Documentary Explores Domestic Violence 

and Clemency for Battered Offenders

A riveting new documentary airing on (station) tackles the issue of domestic violence. “Sisters in Pain” explores the lives of women who suffered extreme domestic abuse, and how the judicial and social services systems failed them. The program will air (date, time, station).
The documentary profiles three women who were convicted and imprisoned in Kentucky for assaulting, killing or being involved somehow in the murder of the husbands and boyfriends who abused them.  In a controversial move, then-Governor Brereton Jones granted clemency to the women in 1995. Jones felt the women had acted in self-defense and were not criminals. 
Numerous women remain in prison in Kentucky and in other states across America under similar circumstances.  Activists trying to help these women are often turned away by prosecutors, parole boards and governors seeking to maintain a “tough on crime” image.
Through interviews with three of the “sisters in pain,” and with others involved in the story and in the issue of domestic violence, producer Cameron Lawrence explores the lives of battered women and what constitutes a justifiable self-defense in the face of severe abuse. 

“These stories are intense. I believe listeners will not soon forget what these women say,” said Lawrence. Lawrence also interviewed former Governor Jones, the former head of the Kentucky Parole Board, prosecutors, a public defender, experts on domestic violence issues, the former warden of the women’s prison, and others. The program includes archival newscast footage as well as other archival material. 

In 2004, “Sisters in Pain” won the prestigious George Foster Peabody Award, the highest honor in broadcast journalism.  The Peabody Board said the program is filled with “stories of self-discovery positioned within the context of sobering statistics regarding domestic abuse…informing and involving listeners in an issue that continues to plague women and doing so in a way that initiated social change.”
The production of “Sisters in Pain” was supported by a major grant from the Kentucky Foundation for Women. It was written and produced by Lawrence, an independent producer and writer based at Down to Earth Productions in Louisville, Kentucky.  John Gregory co-produced and edited the documentary.
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