NDG0522g – WELCOME

WELCOME TO WESTERN GUILFORD
7:59 plus 14 secs music after SOC
INTRO:
TODAY, AS PART OF OUR SERIES "NORTH CAROLINA VOICES" WE BEGIN A TEN-PART SPECIAL REPORT ABOUT ONE NORTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL…WESTERN GUILFORD HIGH SCHOOL IN GREENSBORO.  

WE decided to focus on one school in order to better understand the challenges facing ALL High Schools.    We chose Western because it’s fairly typical of high schools in the rest of the state in terms of size, demographics, and test scores.

A team of reporters visited Western over the course of six months.  They got to know students, teachers, administrators and parents.

Deborah George begins our special report with this introduction.

SOUND - OUTDOOR AMBI 

COPY: Western Guilford would be familiar to anyone who went to school in the nineteen sixties or seventies ---brick walls, flat roof, surrounded by parking lots and practice fields. 

Shaver:  I see we have alot of late arrivals this mornig.

SOUND: BELL

The school day begins at 8:39 with the first bell.  Teachers are expected to show up a little earlier.

SOUND:  8:23 – Good morning Western Guilford this is Ms. Garrison (loudspeaker announcement) (RS 3 – Arrive School from EH Day with Shaver 2-1-06)
COPY: The principal is Randy Shaver, a small man...he’s friendly but firm.  

SOUND: 5:44 - bell

COPY: As the first class of the day ends... Mr. Shaver puts on a show of authority, standing in the hall with a walkie talkie and a can of Tab...and a squad of teachers.This is Mr. Shaver’s new policy, the “tardy sweep”.  The kids call it “being swept.” 

vox: Savannah Gaylord: (7:30)  If late for class you’re swept. ....sent home with letter.

VOX:  “young man, don’t run” (DOWN UNDER COPY)

COPY: Coach Ken Gordon spots a tardy student in the hall and another boy slipping into a classroom --- sporting a hat --- a dress code infringement. 

VOX: 6:28 –Shaver – come here .

COPY: The boy with the hat tries to ignore Mr. Shaver.  

VOX:  Teacher – We’re going to finish Mice and Men 

VOX: SHAVER: Don’t ever ignore me again...you don’t ignore adult authority – You can have hat back on Friday.. 

COPY: Minutes later,  another boy is caught going to the bathroom with an unsigned hallpass.

SHAVER: 8:08 – Why are you going to restroom in beg of class – no passes during first 10 minutes of class – I really had to go. No, not again....FADE 

SOUND:  HALLWAY NOISE x OTHER SOUNDS --  RUN THROUG NEXT COPY BLOCS. 

COPY: For the most part, thought, Western is an orderly place.  There’s no sense of the chaos that’s immediately apparent in a troubled school.   Most of the day hums with classes.... and lots of activities.. There’s something for everyone... band, orchestra, step team, student council, debate club and a club for vegetarians...and 32 sports teams including cheerleaders.. 

Western has a mission statement.  It isn’t grand ---- it says the school’s aim is to “provide an environment where students can become academically proficient and productive citizens in a rapidly changing society.”   It sounds like a simple idea but it’s actually pretty complicated.

CROSSFADE SOUND: CONVERSATION 

COPY: It’s mid-morning.  Mr. Shaver opens another Tab and talks over schedules with Ronda Phillips, head of the Guidance Department.  It’s halfway through the school year and there are new students to deal with.  

ACT: 11:13 –  Ronda: I got a Spanish girl today from Mexico – hasn’t been in school since 2003.  She is 14.  I got the girl from China.  And then we have another one coming from China.  And I got three new 9th graders today – one from Mexico, one from another school and one from Virginia.  A kid coming back.

COPY: This year, the school population grew to around 1500.   A generation ago, Western was almost all white.  Now, about 60% are white, 22% black, 8% Hispanic...and 5% Asian.    Immigration and rapid growth are  having a big effect on the school. 

ACT: It’s almost like a shock...change culturally.

COPY: George Kennedy is a teacher and coach at Western. .coaches are the keepers of the school’s history.  Ken Gordon coaches football.

act: Ken Gordon –  .   When this school started in 1968, it was a neighborhood school.  /// everyone went to elementary school together, etc and then came here.    

COPY: There were only 300 students then and the area wasn’t yet part of the city of Greensboro.

ACT:   Kennedy: If you go down Friendly, it used to be just yards...ten apartment complexes...patio houses...farm right across the street. 

SOUND OF MEETING (GENERAL HUBBUB)

COPY: Mr. Shaver and a group of teachers are talking about test scores.  They’re down from where they were five years ago.   The question in why.  The school is bigger and more diverse but that doesn’t seem to be the factor. 

ACT: (SHAVER)

Socio-economically, we’re actually richer school than five years ago, fewer free and reduced lunch...– so performance should be going up – more affluent kids tend to score higher....but we were down 77% this year – I’m terrified...almost 73%.   :21

COPY:  Shaver is terrified because he knows both he and the school -- are judged above all by the test scores.

CROSS FADE CAFETERIA SOUND  

COPY: It’s lunch time in the noisy cafeteria.  There are children of wealth at Western...and plenty raised by single mothers with jobs in the service industry.  But most students dress in the same uniform of jeans, tee shirts, and sneakers.    DeVease Simpson moved here from New York.  Gigi N’Dour is from the Gambia.  Josie Spangler has lived in North Carolina her whole life.  They say that diversity at Western has its boundaries.  

ACT: Josie:  In the classes I have that are mixed....white people....black people on the other.

37:20

Gigi: if you go to second lunch right now you see all black people in cafeteria all white people in hallway

kinda strange.

Devease: I mean we notice it....I think it could be better as far as mixing....don’t speak up about it.

COPY:  As far as gripes go, the biggest is about testing.    Even good students, like senior Ryan Craven who’s been accepted at Yale, think it’s too much.

(9:45) - Ryan Craven:

Lately Guilford County has been all about testing for random stuff

We’re not really sure why. Sometimes seems they test you just to see how everybody does. Can be overwhelming. You get tired of sitting in a room taking tests 

COPY: The teachers feel the same way, though Heather Blackmon says she likes Western’s relaxed atmosphere and the camaraderie of the staff.

.

(HS 3A Heather Blackmon)

1:30 //// I like my students best of all. If I could come in here every day and not worry about any of the extraneous things we have to do and I could teach my material the way I want to teach it rather than having to teach it for a test, uh, that’d be the greatest thing in the world.

1. AMBI: RS 29 – Outside After School and Mont County Student (13:23)

Walking through hall to outside

:50 – through doors

COPY:  The last class ends at 3:40 and Mr. Shaver  

goes outside to check on things.

ACT: 2:19 – looks pretty quiet today.

I am always amazed at kids who are here at 6 PM – parents don’t pick them up. 

COPY:  Mr. Shaver says he has a hard time sending kids home where they might be by themselves and get into trouble. 

SOUND: SNEAK IN BASEBALL PRACTICE AMBI

  COPY: Senior Lawrence McMorrow has stayed after school for baseball practice.  He appreciates the extra attention he’s gotten from people at the school....especially Mr. Shaver. 

ACT:  I used to like to get into trouble, and he's kept me out of a lot of trouble.   And I realize that, you know, people in the school really do care about you.  They're not just there to teach you.  //  Like the atmosphere of the school -- like the teachers, the principal, the assistant principals, I'm friends with all.   I don't know. //  it's like you're not just some average student.  You're a person to them 

.   

BASEBALL SOUND OUT

COPY:  Back inside, Mr. Shaver  goes to a wrestling match and tackles a stack of paperwork.

VOX: 6:38 – 

“OK, I think I am about ready to go…

SOUND: OF TAB CANS BEING LOADED INTO FRIDGE

COPY:  He puts some cans of Tab in the refrigerator for tomorrow.  

2. SOUND: (RS 49 – end of day into car (3:30))Mumbling to himself … I have a key??  

COPY: It’s almost nine o’clock when Mr. Shaver gets into his convertible to leave for the night.

 ///   G’night... Shirley… I’ll see you tomorrow after this meeting…(SOUND UNDER)..

COPY: Western Guilford is dealing with the same pressures as many high schools around the state and the country.  It’s getting bigger...but trying to keep a human scale.   It has to raise test scores and it has to prepare its students to take up careers in a changing economy.  And it has to do this with ALL students, regardless of income, family background or grade level.  And above all..it has to.find the right balance between providing students with an education and helping teenagers grow into adulthood.  

I’m Deborah George...NORTH CAROLINA PUBLIC RADIO --- WUNC

I’m Deborah George. 

AMBI TAIL:  (TEACHER) “ ready...one two three...MUSIC (bad version of ‘ode to joy’) CROSS FADE WITH THE REAL THING  
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