Earthkeepers Day Camp at Carkeek Park is designed to teach six to twelve year olds about the environment.  Weekday intern Elin Rummel talked to Dana Catts, the director of the camp, about its goal to make kids more aware of the ecosystem they live in.
EACH OF THE NINE WEEKS OF EARTHKEEPERS DAY CAMP HAS A DIFFERENT THEME.  FIRS, TRAILS, TRACKS, AND TAILS IS ONE.  SO IS WINGS, STINGS, AND LEGGED THINGS.  BECAUSE OF CARKEEK’S LOCATION, BEACHES COME UP THREE DIFFERENT TIMES.  A BEACH WEEK STARTS SMALL, AT THE BOTTOM OF THE MARINE FOOD CHAIN.  BY THE END OF THE WEEK THEY’RE LOOKING AT LARGER MAMMALS LIKE ORCAS.  DANA CATTS LOVES THE TIME THE KIDS SPEND COMBING CARKEEK’S SHORES.
Catts: “It’s a really special one in that it’s a lot of discovery; they are really great explorers and find a lot of things on the beach.  And we talk a lot about what’s important when you are in fact being an explorer on the beach and discovering these marine invertebrates, and what we want to be careful of in the life here and preserving that life.”
EXPLORATION IS A MAIN THEME IN THE CAMP.  CATTS SAYS THAT WHILE THE NATURALISTS IN CHARGE MAY LEAD KIDS TO AN ITEM OF INTEREST THE DISCOVERY IS LEFT TO THE CAMPERS.  IN THIS WAY THEY BECOME MORE CONNECTED TO WHAT THEY LEARN.  GAMES AND ACTIVITIES ARE ALSO IMPORTANT PARTS OF THIS PROCESS.
ONE OF THE MAIN GOALS OF EARTHKEEPERS IS TO TEACH KIDS HOW TO LIVE IN THEIR ECOSYSTEM WITHOUT HARMING THE ENVIRONMENT.   CATTS LIKES TO CALL IT BEING A ‘STEWARD OF THE EARTH’.

Catts: “They begin to understand that to be a true Earthkeeper is really special, and hopefully they pass that on to their parents or friends or anyone else and hopefully we then educate far beyond the children that are at the camp; hopefully they spread that on to others.”
WHEN THE NATURALISTS TALK ABOUT POLLUTION, THEY DON’T GO IN TO DEPTH ABOUT ITS DANGERS.  THEY TALK ABOUT THE WAYS TO PREVENT EVERY DAY POLLUTION, BUT THAT ISN’T THE EMPHASIS OF THE PROGRAM.  CATTS BELIEVES AT A YOUNGER AGE IT’S MORE IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND HOW THE ECOSYSTEMS WORK TOGETHER.  HOPEFULLY THIS HELPS THEM CONNECT TO THE ENVIRONMENT. AND THE FIRST STEP IS GETTING THEM INTERESTED IN THE SMALLEST ORGANISM OF THE SMALLEST TIDE POOL DURING BEACH WEEK.
Catts: “So in the process of discovery and having fun and understanding they learn.”
THIS IS ELIN RUMMEL FOR WEEKDAY HIGH.

