NAJ0524g – Grow Up

What Are You Going to Be When You Grow Up?           
7:58 plus 4 seconds sound after SOC

INTRO: 
As North Carolina’s traditional textile and furniture industries continue to decline, it falls to schools to prepare students for an economic landscape their parents wouldn’t recognize.   High schools are pushing more students than ever before toward college.  But that doesn’t necessarily mean a bachelor’s degree.   In fact, the fastest growing occupations don’t require a four year degree – but they do require some education or training beyond high school. Alison Jones reports for our series “North Carolina Voices: Studying High School.”
COPY:  To many students at Western Guilford High School in Greensboro, the world of work is no abstraction. 

TAPE: (Josie Spangler) Some of my friends’ parents say I don’t want you working while you’re at school. I have no choice. I have to. 

COPY: Josie Spangler works at McDonald’s on weekends and after school. She’s a vivacious, talkative student whose hairstyle changes by the week. She’s also a senior, so her mind is very much on what comes next. And all Josie has heard about during her four years of high school, she says, is college. 

ACT: You watch TV and you see commercials “you could make $100,000 more in your lifetime if you go to college. And at school too, I remember one of the first days of freshman year we had an assembly about planning your way for college. It’s almost like you’re gonna be nothing if you don’t go to college.

COPY: College is expensive, though.

TAPE: My mom’s a single parent, and getting money for college is not… And I know there’s scholarships, but I don’t have the best of grades, so getting an academic-based scholarships. 

COPY: But Josie has another option. In addition to a university-oriented diploma, Western offers a College Tech Prep diploma, which Josie is pursuing. Academic requirements for two diplomas are almost the same. In addition, Tech Prep completers take 4 credits in a career path. With that in hand, Josie qualifies for a 2-year scholarship at Guilford Technical Community College, tuition-free. She simply needs to complete a certain class, Medical Careers 2, to finish. And there’s the hitch. 

AMBI: loud chaotic class sound 

TAPE: (student) We haven’t had a teacher since Halloween. And then like the other day we didn’t even have a sub (fade down under copy)  

COPY: It’s a Monday morning, and students in Medical Careers 2 are frustrated.  Without a full-time teacher who’s also a registered nurse, the students can’t complete their clinical training.

 TAPE: They just keep lying to us -- there’s a teacher on the way. They’ve been saying that since October…(fade down)

COPY: A substitute is leading class today, Phil McCartney. At 64, McCartney is new to the classroom. He’s giving substitute teaching a try after 37 years as a textile company executive, where he earned a six-figure salary. 

TAPE: Unfortunately I worked for the textile industry. My profession died before I did. 

COPOY: McCartney worked for Guilford Mills, which was a major employer in Greensboro 10 years ago. Today a Costco has replaced one of the largest Guilford Mills plants, and only a few other plants remain. 

TAPE: I was corporate vice president at Guilford Mills, I worked for Burlington and I worked for Milliken. Two out of three went bankrupt. When I was there we had 15 plants all over the world. So…

COPY: Back when Guilford Mills employed thousands,  you could graduate from high school and get a decent job. You can’t do that anymore, says Western principal Randy Shaver. Shaver is the son of a mill worker. To him, it’s clear how high schools should respond to the changing economy. 

SHAVE R: Having a college degree for kids we have in high school now is absolutely prerequisite to any success they’ll ever experience in life. And we need to stop thinking there’s a group of kids out there who aren’t meant to go to college. 

COPY: College means a wide range of things for Western’s graduates – from Yale to Guilford Tech. But there are kids who aren’t headed in any of those directions, says Western teacher DePaul Mittman. Western doesn’t do enough for those students, Mittman says. He has worked at Western since 1985, teaching history and coaching track. He misses the vocational offerings the school used to have – classes like auto mechanics and carpentry. 

TAPE: Do we need plumbers?  Yeah. Do we need electricians? Bricklayers? Welders? You better believe it. Maybe I’m behind, maybe I haven’t caught up. But I know one thing. When I go home tonight, I hope my furnace is working. And if my furnace isn’t working I don’t think I’m calling somebody with a degree from UNC-G. 

COPY: And Mittman says pushing college for everyone has other costs.

 TAPE: We keep telling them college, college, college.  ..And then the kids get this attitude that any work other than wearing a shirt and tie is low level work….Are we teaching that there’s value in all work? No, that’s not what we’re teaching.

COPY: But Guilford County schools superintendent Terry Grier says people who bemoan the loss of vocational classes are missing the point. In days past, voc ed was supposed to prepare students to move straight from high school into jobs. That’s not realistic anymore, he says. 

TAPE (Grier): Here’s the issue that people don’t understand. You’re not going to be an automotive mechanic any longer. You‘re an automotive engineer. Cars no longer have c   arburetors. If you’re going to get a job, a meaningful job … you’re going to go to our technical college. You’re not just going to walk out of high school because you took an auto mechanics class  and get a job in a body shop somewhere . It takes more training than that. 

COPY: Grier often hears that high schools should offer more vocational classes. 

 TAPE; (Grier) And people say to me, well we ought to have brick masonry, we ought to have cosmetology, and all of this, and my response is, “For whose children? For yours?” ..  “Oh no, no. It’s for those.” .. “Who are those?” .. “Oh those kids that we don’t think can go to  college.” 

 COPY: It’s not that Guilford County doesn’t offer any career-oriented courses. But the offerings are more concentrated. Many classes are now offered only at Weaver Education Center, which serves the whole district. Cost is one reason: Weaver has a full-fledged garage complete with a bank of computers, a working restaurant-style kitchen and a television production studio. It also has advanced computer offerings. That’s the reason Western sophomores Rocky Moss and Miguel Aventores take the bus here each day. 

TAPE: Rocky: I took this class ‘cause I’m trying to graduate college tech prep in engineering technologies and business technologies. 

SCENE: (Computer class) OK guys, let’s get started on your exercises. Miguel , Rocky come on down, (sound of computer booting up, cross fade with machine shop sound.)

COPY: Weaver also offers machining, 21st century style.  (sound of machine shop) Students design their own machine parts on the computer, and then build them.  Weaver principal Anna Brady thinks her students will have an edge in the global economy.

TAPE: (Anna Brady)  “We’re competing with these countries, what are we competing about? If it’s jobs,  if we’re competing with better jobs, more skilled laborers, then they need to have the opportunity to be more skilled in a high school setting rather htan just sit in neat rows with a teacher lecturing them about something they’re not interested in.”

COPY: Josie Spangler was looking for that sort of practical, real-world experience when she signed up for Medical Careers Two at Western. It sounded like a good idea, an example of well-designed career education. Jobs in health care are plentiful in Greensboro. In theory,  students would get a taste of the health field, with internships in doctor’s offices and hospitals. But to do that, the students needed a teacher who was also a registered nurse. That has proved hard to find. 

SOUND: (photographer) Eyes right back here to me. 

COPY: Today Josie is getting her picture taken in cap and gown. She’s a redhead this month, and she’s painted her fingernails for the occasion in the school colors, black and gold. (Photographer: Perfect beautiful smile, right there  . fade down under copy.)

COPY: Josie won’t get to try working in a medical office this spring. But she still has her sights on two years at Guilford Tech starting next fall. After that, she might go on and get a 4-year degree. She’s not sure. Meanwhile, she’s preparing to graduate from high school, something her father never did. She flashes the photographer a giant smile. The picture looks great. 

SCENE: Josie: I’m gonna cry! LOOK! I’m so excited. It’s just one more step.

SOC – I’m Alison Jones

            I’m Alison Jones, North Carolina Public Radio, WUNC

