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BILLBOARD (0:59) 
 
BROOKE: Picture this. A 22-year-old Ukrainian woman wearing nothing but safety 
goggles, a crown of flowers, and a tiny pair of orange shorts. 
 
Oh, and she’s holding a chainsaw. She is using it to cut down a towering wooden cross in 
the middle of Kiev, Ukraine. 
 
INNA: Ok, if you want to look at me then look at me. I’m naked, as you like.  
 
That’s EE-nuh shehv-CHEN-koh. She’s here in solidarity with Pussy Riot, the Russian 
punk rock band serving jail time for hooliganism. 
 
INNA: But now I’m not trying to attract you. I’m trying to make you scared of me.  
 
All over the Former Soviet Union, young people like Inna are making change.  
 
Oil workers on strike in Kazakhstan. Protesters in the streets of Moscow. Punk rockers 
playing in Orthodox Churches.  
 
This is Generation Putin, from the Seattle Globalist and PRX, the Public Radio 
Exchange. I’m Brooke Gladstone. 
 
SEGMENT A (12:59) 
 
HOST INTRO & DREAMS 1 
 
BROOKE: From the Seattle Globalist and PRX, the Public Radio Exchange, this is 
Generation Putin: a special report on young people and political change in the Former 
Soviet Union. I’m Brooke Gladstone. 
 
JESSICA: Have you ever had a dream about Vladimir Putin? 
LILY: I remember waking up and saying like oh my gosh, can you imagine I had a 
dream of Putin! 
 
BROOKE: Vladimir Putin. Some people love him, some people hate him. But no matter 
how Russians might feel about their President, he’s a larger than life character who’s 
been in power for over a decade. He’s part of the national psyche. 
 
PROTESTOR: Da, [Russian]… 
VASSILI: Yes she did and she was also against Putin in the dream and she waved 
her white ribbon around, and there was hope that Putin would go away in her 
dream. 
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BROOKE: In this hour we’ll talk about power and dissent in Putin’s Russia. We’ll meet 
topless feminist protestors in Ukraine and visit a gay bar in repressive Kazakhstan. We’ll 
also meet a Lady Gaga lookalike who works in a time capsule of Soviet propaganda. 
 
Before we go there, let’s go to Moscow, where Putin’s return to power for a third term 
was criticized by many who thought his election was rigged. As a result, a protest 
movement has emerged. 
 
Who are these new young dissenters, what are their goals, and how effective will they be 
in challenging the rule of one of the world’s most powerful and popular leaders? 
 
Throughout this hour, reporters Jessica PART-now  
 
JESSICA: hi I’m Jessica 
 
BROOKE: and Sarah STEW-teh-ville 
 
SARAH: and I’m Sarah! 
 
BROOKE: will be our guides. Their first stop? A political protest, Russian style. The 
target? Of course Vladimir Putin. 
 
MOSCOW PROTEST 
 
SARAH: The first thing you have to know about a political protest in Moscow is that it 
starts the night before. With lots and lots of vodka. 
 
JESSICA: So the night before the protest, we went to this bar. Everybody was dancing. 
 
SARAH: It definitely felt like something big was about to happen. I talked to this one 
guy. He said people act like it’s the end of the world the night before a protest. They have 
sex in public. 
 
JESSICA: And they drink so much vodka. 
 
SARAH: I don’t even like vodka. But there was no getting out of it. 
 
JESSICA: You can’t clink but not drink! 
 
SARAH: So we drank it by the pitcher. 
 
SARAH: To tomorrow! 
EVERYONE: YEAHHHHHH! 
 
JESSICA: The next morning, the protest was getting started. And we were suffering. 
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SARAH: tights. Who wears this {bleep} outfit to cover a protest? I’m such an idiot! 
VASSILI: When I woke up I felt like I was a tiny, tiny bit drunk, still. 
 
SARAH: So there we were, with our interpreter Vassili Sonkine. We were all in pretty 
bad shape.  
 
JESSICA: But even through the haze, we could feel the excitement in the air. 
 
SARAH: People were pouring out of the subway into the center of Moscow…  
 
JESSICA: …going through a row of metal detectors to get into the official march route. 
 
SARAH: Meanwhile I, Sarah, was bundled away to a mysterious rooftop where the 
opposition was doing their own count of the protestors. 
 
JESSICA: And Vassili and I, Jessica, plunged into the march to talk to people. 
 
VASSILI: Uh this is, basically this column is St. Petersburg against Putin. 
OONA: Russian 
 
This is Oona, a 22-year-old protestor from St. Petersburg. She says she’s afraid of the 
direction Russia is going. And she’s worried that the protest movement is too divided. 
 
OONA: Russian. 
VASSILI: She has two very different ribbons on her head. One is nationalist, the 
other one is LGBT, and it’s her way of saying we should all be together on this. 
 
The LGBT ribbon is rainbow-colored, for gay rights. The nationalist ribbon is black and 
yellow, the colors of Russia under the monarchs. In addition to those there are groups 
here from all over the political spectrum. Communists, nationalists, libertarians, 
feminists. 
 
We can hear a protestor with a megaphone. Vassili interprets. 
 
VASSILI: He says “I welcome you to the march of the millions… People who 
represent the leftist views, please gather on the left side of the boulevard, people who 
represent the right views, please gather on the right side of the boulevard.” 
 
The thing about it is, ousting Putin is pretty much the only thing they agree on.  
 
The organizers are trying to separate the left from the right, physically. They don’t want 
anyone fighting. Some of the nationalist groups here are known for violence. 
 
JESSICA: So here we’re passing another intersection, and these intersections are so 
intense cause there’s metal barricades and then there’s just like rows of police like 3 
people deep or so. 



Generation Putin 
Page 4 of 25 

 
Meanwhile, my pal Sarah was trying to figure out just how big this protest was. 
Remember, she’d been whisked away to the undisclosed location of a rooftop? 
 
SARAH: We’re going up a lot of stairs. 
 
SARAH: I was climbing up the stairs in this old Moscow building. We’d talked our way 
through security, and then we just kept going up and up and up.  
 
SARAH: I would just also like to state that I’m wearing the dumbest outfit to be 
climbing all over secret journalist roofs in the middle of a protest in Moscow.  
Short skirt, frickin’ tights and ballet slippers. And that was a decision that I made 
this morning through the haze of a monster hangover. I’m really regretting it now.  
 
We had to crawl through this gross attic covered in bird poop and rusty nails. Finally we 
got to the roof. 
 
SARAH: And we’re up here with a bunch of people that are counting how many 
protestors are down below. Apparently there’s going to be some contested numbers, 
what the government says and then what the opposition says as well. 
 
ANATOLY: Well I’ve developed a computer program to automatically count the 
number of people who came to the rally because the police systematically 
underestimate it. 
 
SARAH: This is Anatoly Katz. His computer program uses pictures to track the speed 
and density of the crowd.  
 
ANATOLY: And every second or two I take a picture. And when I get home I’ll 
process all this data, and I’ll have a number. 
 
SARAH: Anatoly says the official numbers are usually three times smaller than what the 
opposition counts. 
 
But we got the official numbers after the protest. 
 
The opposition counted 15,000 and the police said less: seven to ten thousand. Either 
way, the numbers were disappointing for the protest movement. In December 2011 there 
had been close to a hundred thousand people protesting Putin’s election. 
 
When I looked down from the rooftop, at all the opposing banners and slogans, a dislike 
of Putin was the one common theme. 
 
So far, he’s still in the Kremlin. And despite all that noise down there, plenty of Russians 
like him. 
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DREAMS 2 
 
OLGA: Nya pristnilist shto…”my boyfriend” 
VASSILI: She had a dream about 3 years ago that he was her boyfriend. 
OLGA: [Russian] 
VASSILI: In her dream she was thinking oh, what a horrible thing I’m dating the 
prime minister but then again he was a pretty good boyfriend.  
OLGA: [Russian] 
VASSILI: But then she woke up horrified because she never liked Putin. 
OLGA: Ya ni kogda ni lubila Putina. 
 
HOST 2 
 
BROOKE: And while the Russian protests got started as revolutions were raging in the 
Middle East, they may be more similar to Occupy Wall Street: widespread but unfocused; 
less a call for revolution and more an expression of political and social angst. 
 
To try to get a better grip on this, Sarah STEW-teh-ville talked to two of the protests’ 
leaders about what motivated them to oppose Putin. 
 
OLEG, MARIA and MONEYTOWN 
 
Oleg Kashin is a 32 year old political journalist and leader of the opposition. I met with 
him on a small island in the middle of the Moscow River. He says the island is a haven 
for creatives and intellectuals. Oleg says he doesn’t want to grow old with Vladimir Putin 
in power. 
 
In 2010, he was beaten almost to death by two young men. Oleg thinks they were part of 
a pro-Putin youth group known as the Nashi. He’s been writing about them for years. 
 
KASHIN: Russian 
VASSILI: They didn’t like the way Oleg wrote about them and they openly called 
him their enemy. 
 
Oleg spent three months in the hospital, and he ended up losing one of his fingers. 
 
Many of the protestors we spoke to were fed up with corruption and kickbacks. 
Remember, Russia is one of the most corrupt countries in the world.  
 
That relationship between politics, power, money and corruption is on display in a 
place called “Money Town.”  
 
OK well, it’s actually called roob-LOHV-ka, or Ruble Town.   
 
Rublyovka is on the western edge of Moscow. It’s where the powerful people live. 
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I mean seriously powerful people. Like Duma officials. Or international exiles like the 
family of former Serbian president Slobodan Milosevic. 
 
McMansions – these generic fancy homes with Roman statues and Beauty and the Beast 
iron gates – line the streets.  
 
On our way to “Money Town” we saw three sets of blue flashing lights. So what, right? 
Well, blue flashing lights don’t symbolize police, here. These lights are issued specially 
to government officials, just so they can get around Moscow’s infamous traffic. 
 
For a lot of the young people we talked to, those lights are a symbol of corruption. 
 
We pulled in to a luxury mall in Rublyovka. 
 
SARAH: And there’s just a bunch of well dressed young guys standing around 
outside of fancy cars. 
 
Past all the designer stores and car dealerships there is a gleamingly modern hotel and 
spa. We talked this woman into giving us a tour of the hotel. 
 
C: So now I would like to show you Presidential room, it’s the biggest room in hotel. 
C: And this is living room. And this is our famous 5 meters bed. 
S: Holy crap! 
J: That’s amazing. This is like at least 3 queen size beds wide. 
C: something like that 
J: WOW 
C: Sometimes guests they are counting how many people they can put on this bed. 
So all wives, all friends, all securities, everybody [laughing] 
S: So, how much does one night in the Presidential Suite cost? 
C: So in rubles, it’s 300 rubles. 300 thousand. yeah, it’s around $10,000 dollars. 
 
Ten thousand dollars. A place like the presidential suite is reserved for only the most 
powerful and privileged in Moscow. Many Russians resent places like this. 
 
But it’s important to say that lots of Muscovites are doing ok economically. Even many 
people in the protest movement. 
 
Russia had oil money in reserve that helped take the sting out of the worldwide economic 
downturn. Unemployment is low. Literacy is high. University is free.  
 
So this is important to understand. The anti-Putin protests are not necessarily 
economically motivated. Despite outward similarities, this is not Occupy Wall Street. 
Protest organizer Maria Baronova explains. 
 
MARIA: Because we were the 1%. Not 99%.  
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Maria says the protestors aren’t the richest of the rich, but many have more in common 
with the 1% than the 99%. 
 
So if the protests aren’t about money, then uh... 
 
SARAH: What is the problem? I mean if you can get a great education for free 
and… 
MARIA: I’m {bleep} tired of hypocrisy! I don’t, I want the real politics… 
 
Real politics. Maria doesn’t want to live in a place where being in government means 
getting rich. Where blue flashing lights just mean someone with money is trying to get 
through.  
 
After the May 2012 anti-Putin protest, Maria was one of over a dozen organizers who 
were put on trial for inciting mass riots. The first to be sentenced got four and a half years 
in jail. 
 
Maria is still waiting on her sentence. 
 
And that’s the feeling in Moscow. Modern, world class, expensive, connected. But also 
authoritarian, corrupt, and sometimes scary. 
 
DREAMS 3 
 
GESSEN: I, I had a nightmare last night, some monsters who were sleeping in a 
bed, in a place where I was held hostage. I think it was Putin-related but, but you 
know Putin was not a character in the dream.  
 
HOUST OUTRO 
 
BROOKE: We’ll check in with Vladimir Putin and the Russian protest movement before 
our show is over. 
 
But first – protest, paranoia and punk rock in the land of Borat. 
 
You’re listening to Generation Putin, from the Seattle Globalist and PRX, the Public 
Radio Exchange. I’m Brooke Gladstone. 
 
SEGMENT B (14:58) 
 
HOST INTRO 
 
BROOKE: Welcome back to Generation Putin, from the Seattle Globalist and PRX, the 
Public Radio Exchange. I’m Brooke Gladstone. 
 
We’ve been talking about Vladimir Putin and a new generation of protestors in Russia. 
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But while all eyes are on Moscow, dissent is also boiling in other former Soviet 
republics, like Kazakhstan.  
 
The movie “Borat” doesn’t exactly capture the complexity of this Central Asian country. 
 
BORAT: Yakshibash. My name Borat. This my country, Kazakhstan. Is nice. 
 
That’s Borat’s Kazakhstan. The real Kazakhstan is showing signs of cultural 
liberalization. In the cities, countercultures and gay rights movements are gaining 
strength. 
 
But the country ranks right next to Iran on the Transparency International Corruption 
Index, and it’s ruled by NOOR-sul-tan Naz-are-bye-EHV. He is Kazakhstan’s first – and 
so far only – president.  
 
RADNITZ: You could think of him as really old school. Probably the last 
generation that was really in power, that had lots of power already at the time the 
Soviet Union collapsed.  
 
That’s Scott Radntiz, an Associate Professor of politics in the former Soviet Union at the 
University of Washington.  
 
RADNITZ: Kazakhstan is often seen as a soft authoritarian regime and it portrays 
itself as benevolent. They say sure we’re not a democracy, but we’re keeping the 
peace. 
 
BROOKE: It may call itself benevolent, but that government is even less tolerant of 
political protests than Moscow. 
 
And when protests have been tried here, they’ve sometimes ended tragically. Sarah 
Stuteville has the story. 
 
ZHANAOZEN 
 
Zhanaozen is an oil town in the west of Kazakhstan. It’s near the Caspian Sea, which is 
the site one of the world’s biggest oil discoveries in decades. 
 
In Zhanaozen, hundreds of oil workers had been striking on and off for years, demanding 
better pay. On December 16th, 2011, those strikes erupted in violence. 
 
In the video we’re hearing you see police with shields chasing after people in the streets. 
People falling down. You see a man trying to escape on one leg after being shot. 
 
There are conflicting stories from that day, but one thing is certain. The authorities had 
decided to crack down.  
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The shooting happened on the 20th anniversary of Kazakhstan’s independence from the 
Soviet Union. A big celebration was planned. All kinds of people filled the square, along 
with the strikers. 
 
Police shot and killed fourteen people in Zhanaozen.  
 
Less than a year later, driving through Zhanaozen, there is no sign of what happened.  
 
The streets are all freshly paved. Workers are busily planting trees and flowers and trying 
to tamp down the windy desert dust. The main drag looks pristine and brand-new. 
 
Human rights activists tell me that before the shooting, this town barely had a paved road. 
 
I met a man named TOL-eh-khan toor-gan-BAI-ehv. His son was 27 years old, and he 
worked for Kazakhstan’s state-owned oil company.  
 
TURGANBAYEV: Russian 
ALEXANDRA: His son didn’t go to the strike but he decided to go to the festival 
and at 11 o’clock he was killed. 
 
He left behind two daughters, 3 and 1½ years old. Turganbayev held one of his little 
granddaughters as he talked to me. 
 
TURGANBAYEV: Russian 
ALEXANDRA: The oldest girl asked, asks all the time where is her father? And 
they don’t know what to answer. 
 
Turganbayev blames the police for what happened to his son. And he says the 
government is on the side of the oil companies, not the people. 
 
University of Washington Associate Professor Scott Radnitz specializes in politics in the 
post-Soviet world. 
 
RADNITZ: The shootings in Zhanaozen were surprising because this is the kind of 
thing that’s not supposed to happen in a place like Kazakhstan, which is extremely 
eager for international recognition. 
 
Kazakhstan has made an effort to respond to what happened in Zhanaozen. Several of the 
police officers are serving jail sentences. And that is good for the country’s international 
image. 
 
But just like Putin did with the protestors in Moscow, Kazakhstan also put the strike’s 
organizers on trial, saying they incited social hatred. The lead activist just got seven and 
a half years in prison. 
 



Generation Putin 
Page 10 of 25 

RADNITZ: But the real question is when push comes to shove. If Nazarbayev is 
ever faced with a serious protest movement, how far would it go in order to defend 
the regime? 
 
The true test of change in many post-Soviet countries comes, Radnitz says, if and when 
entrenched leaders, like Nazarbayev, finally hand power over to someone else. 
 
HOST 2 
 
BROOKE: Kazakhstan is a nation of contradictions.  
 
Like in Russia, all that oil has brought money and jobs to the country. Young 
entrepreneurs are flourishing. And despite the political repression, there are surprising 
cultural developments. 
 
ANNOUNCER: Cevodnya…. 
 
SARAH: Right in the center of Almaty there’s this gay bar. Drag queens put on a show 
every night. 
 
JESSICA: And it’s so interesting for this new gay bar to have opened up in Kazakhstan. I 
mean in 2010 a gay rights activist was killed here. There are blacklists of public figures 
suspected of being gay. 
 
SARAH: But this bar has been open since May 2012. The owner claims it’s the first 
above-ground gay bar in all of Central Asia. Apparently you used to have to know a 
secret password to even get into a place like this. 
 
JESSICA: It is still dangerous to be openly gay in Kazakhstan, and in most of the Former 
Soviet Union. But in small ways the tide is turning. 
 
SARAH: There are other signs of cultural liberalization, too. 
 
SARAH: on the very first night we were in Almaty, the biggest city in Kazakhstan. And 
we went to Zombie Fest. 
 
JESSICA: Zombie Fest was a DIY punk music festival in the hills above the city. 
 
RUSLAN 1: Here we are some punk rock, hardcore and experimental music 
 
SARAH: We might as well have been in Seattle. 
 
JESSICA: Except that there were horses running around all over the place. 
 
SARAH: And they had to bribe the forest officials to let the musicians play there. 
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RUSLAN 1: It’s uh not very official…hahaha. We’ll play until the time somebody 
close us. 
 
JESSICA: And it was interesting because it wasn’t really political—it was more about 
counterculture. 
 
RUSLAN 2: I’m 22 years old and I’m involved in marketing.  
 
JESSICA: This is Ruslan noor-HA-nev,. We met up a few days later at a hipster bar.  
 
RUSLAN: Also into music, play drums. 
 
JESSICA: We talked about punk rock and his time as an exchange student in Portland, 
Oregon. 
 
The bar didn’t feel like an oppressive Kazakhstan. It was filled with skinny jeans, ironic 
mustaches; drinking. 
 
SARAH: But then I brought up what happened to the oil workers in Zhanaozen,  
 
RUSLAN: I’m not sure if, if I should talk about that cause, you know? They’re 
watching us everywhere. So they got the Internet watched, and the telephones are 
listened to and… 
 
SARAH: That’s when I realized that in Kazakhstan, it doesn’t matter whether you’re an 
oil worker in the rural west or a punk rocker in the big city. Everyone’s life here is 
touched by the political repression of this soft authoritarian regime. 
 
BROOKE: Whether you’re a young person in Kazakhstan or in Russia, you’re still living 
in a world deeply influenced by Soviet politics. 
 
Many of the protest leaders Sarah and Jessica spoke with explained that their politics 
were influenced by witnessing the breakup of the Soviet Union. 
 
But the end of the Cold War didn’t only influence Soviet teenagers. It was a big part of 
growing up American, too. 
 
ARCHIVAL: Hey, hey this is it kids. The Russians are jamming our airwaves! 
 
This is from a 1986 episode of “You Can’t Do That On Television,” a popular show that 
was on Nickelodeon in the 1980’s and early 90’s. 
 
ARCHIVAL: Ve are comink, capitalistic kidskies! Better roll out the red carpet. 
Ahahaha! 
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But instead of being taught to mock the Soviets, as a kid our reporter Jessica Partnow was 
encouraged to reach out. 
 
PEN PAL 
 
JESSICA: When I was nine years old, in 1990, I was in one of those hippie, peace activist 
schools that decided I should have a Soviet pen pal.  
 
My pen pal was Sasha. 
 
BOY’S VOICE: Dear Jessica, I’ve got your letter of February 25. Thank you very 
much for your photo.  
 
I guess I was into it. I don’t remember that much. I do remember expecting descriptions 
of bread lines and secret police. I was surprised by what an idyllic life Sasha seemed to 
have. 
 
BOY’S VOICE: Sometimes I go fishing. My hobbies are music, I play the accordion 
every day. Do you like music? 
 
Sasha’s letters came in those old blue-and-red airmail envelopes. 
 
Sarah and I tracked one down in my parents’ garage. 
 
JESSICA: Lenin St, flat 24.  
SARAH: Oh Lenin St that should narrow it down. 
JESSICA: hahahah!  
 
This Lenin Street turned out to be in a little city in Ukraine, a few hours outside of Kiev. 
 
In Ukraine, unemployment is high. And corruption is part of everyday life. Back in 2004 
Ukraine had the Orange Revolution in response to all this. But after a couple of exciting 
years, many say it’s as if the revolution never happened. 
 
Now that I had Sasha’s address, I decided to go try and find him. I knew it was probably 
crazy, but I thought I’d give it a shot.  
 
{Driving ambi}  
 
Sasha’s hometown is Korsun-Shevchenkovsky. We went there in August. 
 
It’s beautiful. 
 
Churches with gold onion domes. Whitewashed houses with wooden shutters. Old ladies 
selling fruit and vegetables from little stands. 
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SARAH: It kind of seems like a little fairy tale village. 
 
Eventually, we pull up to a white house with green trim. 
 
ARTHUR: Seattle, Jessica 
MOM: Sasha! 
 
Just showing up on a random Ukrainian doorstep made me pretty nervous. But Sasha’s 
parents seemed to know exactly who I was. 
 
ANNA: you speak English? 
JESSICA: Yeah 
ANNA: I do also. Interpreter of English. 
JESSICA: Oh cool 
ANNA: My name is Anna I’m Alexander’s sister.  
 
Anna is about my age, blonde, wearing sweats and a t-shirt. She gets her brother on the 
phone. 
 
ANNA: hello. Sashinka. {Russian} 
 
She’s saying, “Jessica, your pen pal from Seattle, is here. 
 
ANNA: Zdes Jessica. Zdes! 
 
Like HERE, at the house!” 
 
ANNA: He’s in shock, complete shock! 
 
Sasha is at work, so Anna takes us to a café where he can meet us on a break. 
 
ANNA: He’s been like a military guy for ten years then he changed his profession 
now he’s working in agriculture for 4 years. 
 
Sasha…in the military? Agriculture? Not exactly the gentle book-reading, music-playing 
intellectual future I was imagining. 
 
And the huge guy with a shaved head who showed up is definitely a little tougher-
looking than I was expecting. 
 
JESSICA: Hi Sasha, I’m Jessica. It’s great to meet you! 
SASHA: Alexander {laughing} 
 
I show him the letter.  
 
JESSICA: Look! 



Generation Putin 
Page 14 of 25 

SASHA: Yeah, hahah. 
 
It turns out it’s been a while since he practiced his English.  
 
SASHA: Dear Jessica, haha, I’ve got your letter of February 25. Thank you very 
much for your photo. You look nice on it. Hahaha!  
 
He stops for a second because he says his heart is pounding. 
 
SASHA: Boom-ba-boom-ba-boom 
 
Watching Sasha read the letter, I was thinking about what memories it could be bringing 
back. For me it was one letter that my teacher made me write. But for him and his family 
it symbolizes a tumultuous time. 
 
About a year after Sasha wrote that letter to me, the Soviet Union fell apart. 
 
SASHA: Russian 
ANNA: He was 13, I was ten, but we were just looking the TV, and 
 
The Soviet Union was in its death throes, but all they could find TV was….  
 
ANNA: The Swan Lake ballet, and nothing else, in every channel. You were just 
pushing the buttons, and everywhere was Swan Lake. 
 
Sasha’s family was happy the USSR was falling apart. They never liked the communists.  
 
When the Soviet Union collapsed of course the pen pal program ended too. But hard 
times were just beginning for Sasha. 
 
The country was in chaos as Sasha entered his teenage years. Gangsters and criminals 
practically took over.  
 
Sasha didn’t have a lot of options. In the late 90’s he signed up for the military. 
 
He stayed in for ten years. But then he got fed up with the corruption and violence there. 
He came home to work in the wheat fields. 
 
JESSICA: So what does a typical day look like? 
SASHA: It’s horrible. Hahah. Every day, Monday. Hahah! 
ANNA: Every day like Monday! 
 
Every day’s like Monday now, he says. And Sasha didn’t seem particularly happy to me. 
It seemed like he felt stuck in his job, stymied by corruption, broke and back where he 
started. 
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And his frustration echoed what we heard from other young Ukrainians. Soviet times are 
over, and so are the anarchic 90s. But for many that hasn’t translated to opportunity or 
prosperity. 
 
When Sasha and I said goodbye he kissed my hand. I went in for an awkward hug. 
 
Even inside the unhappy ex-military Ukrainian dude I met, I could still see strains of a 
sweet letter-writing boy from 1990. 
 
BOY’S VOICE: Are there any museums in your town? What do you do on 
Sundays? Tell me about your parents. Sincerely, Sasha.  
 
Driving back to Kiev, watching the onion domes of Sasha’s town recede, I overheard my 
translator talking to the driver. He sounded angry, and he said, “See? That’s what our 
country does to young men.” 
 
HOST OUTRO 
 
BROOKE: And what’s it like to be a young woman in Ukraine? 
 
After this break, we’re going to meet protestors who are taking to the streets. Topless. 
 
You’re listening to Generation Putin, from the Seattle Globalist and PRX, the Public 
Radio Exchange. 
 
SEGMENT C (23:17) 
 
HOST INTRO  
 
BROOKE: Welcome back. I’m Brooke Gladstone, and this is Generation Putin, a special 
hour on young people and political change in the former Soviet Union, from the Seattle 
Globalist and PRX, the Public Radio Exchange. 
 
We’ve heard about anti-Putin protests in Russia and openly gay bars in repressive 
Kazakhstan. Now we move to Kiev, Ukraine. Here young women are practicing a new 
brand of feminist protest. 
 
These women aren’t burning their bras. They’re doing away with their bras, and their 
shirts, altogether. Jessica PART-now reports. 
 
INNA + FEMEN 
 
JESSICA: We can’t show you breasts on the radio. But we can paint this image for you: 
 
A 22-year-old Ukrainian woman wearing nothing but safety goggles, a crown of flowers, 
and a tiny pair of orange shorts.  
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Oh yeah, and she has a chainsaw. She’s using the chainsaw to cut down a 15-foot wooden 
cross. 
 
She’s got the words “Free Riot” written across her chest in black marker. That’s because 
she’s here in solidarity with Pussy Riot, the punk band that was imprisoned after playing 
in a Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow. 
 
Our chainsaw-er is Inna Shevchenko. She chainsawed the cross in Kiev on the day that 
the members of Pussy Riot were sentenced in Moscow to 2 years for hooliganism. 
  
I talked with Inna a couple of days before the verdict. 
  
INNA: Yeah so here um, next to the door there are t-shirts that we are selling for 
our supporters. Sometimes it is even not printed but it is boobs-made. Haha! Kind 
of handmade, yeah, but we do it by, with our boobs. Haha. 
 
Inna is a leader of the radical feminist group Femen. It’s working to protect women’s 
rights and challenge sexism wherever it’s found: From political and religious institutions 
to Ukraine’s infamous sex industry. 
 
Ukraine is kind of the perfect place for a new feminist movement to emerge. 
 
Hundreds of books and internet services help Western men find wives here.  
 
Visitors to this city usually rent apartments instead of hotels. And the apartments are all 
done up like sleazy sex palaces. 
 
INNA: And I would say that it was kind of reason why this movement should start 
in country like Ukraine. Where women are slaves, 100%. At home, in the streets, at 
work, everywhere. Women, Ukrainian women are slaves. 
 
When Femen started out, back in 2008, they did what a lot of activists groups do. They 
held demonstrations, fully clothed. They wrote letters. But no one paid any attention. 
 
You know what does get people’s attention? Naked women. Inna says that when they hit 
on the idea of topless protests, they found a brand of feminism that speaks to a new 
generation. They call it sextremism. 
 
INNA: I understand that classical feminism already died. You know it doesn’t work 
anymore because it is it looks like meeting of old ladies who are talking to each other 
only.  
 
But Femen speaks to young women all over the world. 
 



Generation Putin 
Page 17 of 25 

They have more than seventy thousand followers on Facebook. Femen groups have 
sprung up in a dozen countries, including Brazil, Tunisia, Bulgaria and the US. 
 
INNA: And I believe that feminism should be in the streets. 
 
The headquarters looks a lot like a gym. 
 
INNA: Uh, here it’s training room where we do our physical trainings and 
sometimes it is like 10,15 topless girls are doing physical trainings. 
 
The trainings happen in front of a huge mirror. Activists practice body poses and even 
facial expressions to use during demonstrations. 
 
INNA: And we just thought that ok, if you want to look at me then look at me. I’m 
naked, as you like.  
 
No one is allowed to act sexy during a protest. They’re not even supposed to smile. 
 
INNA: Now I’m not trying to attract you. I’m trying to make you scared of me. I’m 
trying to make you scared of my decision to be naked during the protest. Not in 
your bed, next to you, how you like but I’m naked for my freedom, for my 
independence.  
 
Inna is passionate about this. But I have to admit that at first, it was easy for me to just 
see the theater in what Femen is doing.  
 
I didn’t really understand how brave Inna is. Being an activist, any kind of activist, in this 
part of the world, is taking a risk. 
 
Inna says she’s been arrested more than 50 times. Perhaps the scariest time was in 
Belarus. She says she was detained by State Security – still known as the KGB. 
 
INNA: They cutted my hair, they took us to the forest and they did terrible things to 
us.  
 
She says they kept her and two fellow protestors for 24 hours. That the threats of rape and 
death were constant. 
 
INNA: he told us that you will be killed, you will not come back. You should 
understand that you will not come back to Ukraine. 
 
Inna was released. And she made it back to Ukraine, unharmed. Well, except for her hair. 
She says they chopped it off with a knife.  
 
But she got hair extensions put in, and soon she was back out in the streets. 
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On August 17th, 2012, the day the members of Pussy Riot were sentenced, Inna climbed 
to the top of a hill in the middle of Kiev and took her chainsaw to a wooden cross. 
 
But what Inna must not have realized at the time is that the cross was not really a symbol 
of the church. This particular cross was a memorial to people who died under Josef 
Stalin. 
 
Femen has admitted that it wasn’t familiar with the history of the cross. But Inna 
maintains that her protest was against political repression. 
 
And the power of feminist organizations like Pussy Riot and Femen lies in their ability to 
be theatrical and irreverent about very serious topics. 
 
When it’s right, you can draw the whole world’s attention to important issues. When it’s 
not you might find yourself marginalized all over again. One Internet commenter said, 
“This is exactly what happens when you glorify a bunch of teenage punks desecrating 
churches and religious symbols.” 
 
Revolutionaries for a new generation, or ungrateful punks of no consequence, whatever 
history ultimately decides, right now the world is paying attention. 
 
HOST 2 
 
BROOKE: Let’s go now to Georgia {music: Georgia}. Not that Georgia! We’re talking 
about the small former Soviet republic wedged between Turkey and Russia. 
  
Georgia is more democratic than most of its post-Soviet neighbors. One big reason is that 
after the Rose Revolution in 2003, the government was largely taken over by people in 
their thirties and forties. People for whom the Soviet mindset is much less entrenched. 
  
And then there’s that true test of democracy: free and fair elections.  Georgia’s happened 
in October 2012. 
  
RADNITZ:  The results of the elections were surprising—shocking even—for two 
reasons:  the first is that the opposition actually won.  
  
BROOKE:  Scott Radnitz is an associate professor at the University of Washington who 
specializes in post-Soviet politics. 
  
RADNITZ:  And the second most surprising thing was that the ruling party 
magnanimously agreed to cede power.  Which had never happened in Georgia up to 
that point and still has not happened in many post-soviet countries.  
  
BROOKE: Georgia, Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan all had nonviolent revolutions in the early 
2000s. But in Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan, it’s back to business as usual. In Georgia though, 
things really seem to be changing. 



Generation Putin 
Page 19 of 25 

 
RADNITZ:  We can now say that Georgia has made a peaceful transition of power, 
and things are going in the right direction.   
 
BROOKE: Georgia also has a strong relationship with the United States. In 2008 when 
Georgia took on Russia over disputed territory it had the help of US military aid. The 
capital, Tbilisi, even has a street named after George W. Bush. 
 
But the true test of how successfully Georgia has opened up might be how it has dealt 
with its most famous native son, Soviet leader Josef Stalin. 
 
Stalin was born in a two-room house about an hour outside of Tbilisi. His little home has 
been perfectly preserved under a grand stone monument as part of the Josef Stalin 
Museum. There you can visit his personal train car (it has a bathtub) and a hushed room 
devoted entirely to one of his nine – nine! – death masks. 
 
Sarah Stuteville has the story. 
 
STALIN MUSEUM + Soviet Archives 
 
SARAH: When you walk into the Josef Stalin Museum in Gori, Georgia, it would be 
easy to miss the posters tucked into a corner of the lobby. 
 
The posters say that this museum is a typical example of Soviet propaganda and 
falsification of history; that its objective has always been to legitimize the bloodiest 
regime in history. 
 
SARAH: You gotta check this out. It’s clearly like they put up these they’re like 
little banners, and it’s just basically like, uh, by the way, Stalin was a really bad guy 
and uh this is Soviet propaganda. 
 
But we’re assured that at an unstated future date, the museum will be transformed. It will 
become the history of Stalinism, instead of just the man. 
 
So far these posters are the only thing that’s changed. 
 
I wanted to get the full-on Stalin Museum treatment.  
 
So I got my ticket stamped and I went for the tour. Natia is my tour guide. 
 
NATIA: OK let’s start. The building of this museum began in 1950 and finished in 
1957.  
 
Natia is 25, and she’s been working here for two years. She’s small and blonde and 
wearing heavy eyeliner. She kinda looks like an underdressed Lady Gaga. 
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NATIA: Stalin’s father was born in 1850 in the village of Tititilonia, Tbilisi, 
Georgian by nationality. He was shoemaker. 
 
There are pictures from every era of Stalin’s life.  
 
NATIA: During Stalin’s revolutionary activities he was arrested 7 times, exiled to 
Siberia six times and escaped five times. 
 
Escaping from Siberia? Five times?? This guy is fascinating, right? 
 
But honestly? The tour is kinda boring. It’s boring because it’s propaganda. There’s no 
sense of the man himself or his impact. Everything’s been sanitized. Purges, mass 
famine, exiling millions? That’s all missing. 
 
So I tried a different angle. I asked Natia about people’s attitudes towards Stalin here, in 
his hometown. 
 
NATIA: Oh it’s difficult to say because I…so some of them like and some of them 
don’t like haha Stalin. Like everywhere I think. 
 
Some people like Stalin and some don’t? Everywhere? Not in my experience. But of 
course, Natia’s been instructed to equivocate. So I push a little harder. 
 
SARAH: do you have an opinion about whether or not these changes toward the 
museum, or attitudes towards Stalin, do you have an opinion about it, good or bad? 
NATIA: um so as I told you I don’t know exactly. So I don’t have exactly 
information and I cannot answer. 
DAVIT: these people who are working in museum of Stalin they are really afraid to 
lose their jobs. 
 
This is Davit JISH-car-ee-ah-ni, a 26-year-old historian in Tbilisi who we met later on 
that day. 
 
DAVIT: Stalin’s museum is not separate of Soviet history, we have to understand 
Soviet history how it was. 
 
There’s a big generation gap in the post-Soviet world. Many older people still have a 
strong Soviet mentality. I mean, people in Gori still celebrate Josef Stalin’s birthday!  
 
And then there are a lot of young people who want nothing to do with the Soviet past--so 
much so that sometimes they run the risk of obliterating that past in an effort to get away 
from it. Think topless Inna with her chainsaw back in Kiev, chopping down that wooden 
cross. 
 
But historian Davit takes a different approach than many of his peers. He believes the 
only way his country can move on is to embrace it all. The good and the bad. 
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Davit wants Georgia to keep the Stalin museum exactly as it is, so people will never 
forget what Soviet propaganda looked like and how it worked. 
 
DAVIT: We have to leave everything and we have to do another museum about this 
museum.  
 
But embracing the bad is really tough. Life under Stalin was terrifying. 
 
Davit took us into a warehouse in the Ministry of the Interior, where he does his research 
on just the year 1937.  
 
It was the worst year of Stalin’s Great Purge. 
 
Inside the warehouse, endless rows of shelves hold the twenty thousand records of 
Georgians who were arrested, imprisoned or killed by the Soviet regime. 
 
Georgia deserves a lot of credit for opening these records up to the public. That’s a lot 
more than many other former Soviet republics have done. 
 
DAVIT: Oh it’s very interesting because uh according to this case husband was 
shooted and wife was sent in gulags for ten years. 
 
The husband was “shooted” in 1937, he says, and the wife was sent to the gulags, or labor 
camps, for ten years. 
 
DAVIT: Shuffling through file. Laughing. 
SARAH: what are you laughing at? What do you see? 
DAVIT: Our friend’s grandfather who was shoot in 1937 we found. 
SARAH: so you know this guy? 
DAVIT: we know his grandson. 
 
Pretty creepy. And to make it even creepier, the whole time that we’re looking at these 
files, there are two guys, always just a few feet away, taking pictures of us. 
 
Apparently they’re taking pictures for the website. They want to show off their foreign 
visitors. 
 
But if these guys are professional photographers, then I’m a professional football player. 
 
It’s clear they’re here to do surveillance. 
 
Walking away from the Soviet Archives, from the glass and steel building of the Ministry 
of the Interior, I started thinking about all the contradictions in the post-Soviet world.  
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A Lady Gaga lookalike still trying to toe a pro-Stalin party line? A radical Ukrainian 
feminist getting her hair chopped off by thugs? A snarky blogger, half beaten to death in 
the streets of Moscow.  
 
Even here in Georgia, this shiny new democracy, the prisons have a reputation for 
unspeakable violence and corruption still runs much of the show. 
 
So much is changing. And so much seems, well, the same. 
 
HOST 3 
 
BROOKE: This hour started out with Russian President Vladimir Putin, and it’s gonna 
end up there too.  
 
VASSILI: It was a very long and weird dream. Because he was basically showering 
me with gifts. He gave me several sets of suits. He told me to close my eyes, came up 
behind me, and put the suit on me but it was more like a mink scarf than a suit. And 
I was creeped out and kind of attracted to him at the same time. 
 
{Dreams music} 
 
BROOKE: Whether he lives in the subconscious or in the daily political life of Russia, 
Vladmir Putin is powerful. The Kremlin still is the center of the former Soviet Union.  
 
And although we’ve heard a lot from protestors this hour who hate what Putin stands for, 
it’s important to remember that most Russians love the guy. A 2012 Pew study found that 
69 percent of Russians are confident in their leader. 
 
RADNITZ: In the same way that Reagan raised a lot of hopes of Americans in the 
80’s, Putin had a similar effect on the confidence of Russians in their country. 
 
That’s Scott Radnitz, an associate professor of politics in the former Soviet Union at the 
University of Washington. 
 
Here in the US we watched the wall fall, and the tanks in Moscow overtaken by 
protestors and we were ecstatic. The Cold War was won. 
 
But the 90s in the former Soviet Union meant chaos, violence and economic collapse, all 
with Boris Yeltsin, the first President of independent Russia, at the helm. When Putin 
was elected, he became a symbol of Russia’s resurgence. 
 
RADNITZ: Whereas Yeltsin was weak, overweight, often drunk, seen as not very 
much in control, Putin is athletic, resolute and portrays an image of control and 
authority. Which is what a lot of Russians sought in the early 2000s. 
 
But it’s not the early 2000s any more.  
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The anti-Putin protest movement has challenged, for the first time, that image of perfect 
control and authority. 
 
But the politics of major Russian cities rarely represent the political culture of the country 
as a whole. 
 
And Radnitz says it’s that disconnect that allows Putin to delegitimize the protest 
movement. 
 
RADNITZ: Putin created a media strategy that portrayed them as very extreme in 
their values, as tools of the west, and made insinuations about how they were 
actually working for the United States. 
 
Though we may like to believe that all youth in Russia aspire to be like Americans, it’s 
just not true. 
 
JESSICA: For example in Moscow we met Konstantin Goloskov, a 26-year-old leader of 
the Nashi, which is a pro-Putin nationalist youth group. 
 
SARAH: The Nashi are well known throughout Moscow, and have even gained some 
international attention. They have these big youth training summer camps.  
 
JESSICA: Konstantin told us that the Nashi want to see Russia become more powerful in 
global politics. 
 
KONSTANTIN: {Russian}  
VASSILI: An empire cannot be destroyed completely. An empire lives on in some 
form.  
 
JESSICA: The empire he’s talking about is the Soviet Union. 
 
Not necessarily the communism part, but a time when it was a true world superpower.  
He says to be a great country, nothing outside Russia should influence its decisions. 
 
KONSTANTIN: {Russian} 
VASSILI: And basically Nashi movement has the idea that a great country is 
coming back. Maybe not an empire yet, but still a great country. 
 
JESSICA: Konstantin and the Nashi movement agree with most of the Russian 
population. They think Putin is the best possible leader for Russia right now. 
 
KONSTANTIN: {Russian} 
VASSILI: Putin is synonymous with stability and also with movement forward. 
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BROOKE: In Moscow, the demonstrations are shrinking. It seems, at least for now, the 
protestors have failed to find anything in common beyond their dislike of the president. 
 
Here’s Radnitz’s take on how effective these protests can be. 
 
RADNITZ: If the protests end up making a substantial change in Russian politics, 
even short of deposing Putin, but if they lead to a sea change in the way that Russian 
politicians carry out their business, or put new ideas on the agenda, then we’ll know 
that they had some impact. As of now it’s simply impossible to say.  
 
BROOKE: But the story doesn’t end here for Russia’s youthful anti-Putin protestors.  
 
We’ve mentioned the Russian punk band Pussy Riot a few times this hour. Two members 
of the band are serving time for a demonstration they staged at a Russian Orthodox 
Church.  
 
Their colorful balaclava masks have become a symbol at demonstrations in Moscow and 
Kiev—and all over the world. 
 
JESSICA: It would be hard to overstate the impact of Pussy Riot on young people in 
Moscow, especially people who were part of the protest movement. 
SARAH: Yeah it’s like not a single interview went by where someone didn’t mention 
them.  
JESSICA: The scene I think of is that day of the big anti-Putin protest in September. 
Everyone was milling around, with their disconnected banners and signs. And then this 
guy comes and dumps out a whole bag of brightly colored buttons with white balaclavas 
on them.  
 
SARAH: People went crazy for them! Scooping them up by the handful. It might have 
been the most enthusiastic moment of the day. 
 
JESSICA: And then they’re also credited with inspiring activists from Dresden to Mexico 
City. In October 2012, Occupy London protestors chained themselves to a pulpit in St. 
Paul’s Cathedral. They were protesting corporate bonuses, Pussy Riot style. 
 
Pussy Riot’s specific protest is against the influence of the Russian Orthodox Church in 
politics. But they themselves have become a symbol of political expression.  
 
Their message is built for the Internet. Pussy Riot is theatrical, wearing colorful 
balaclavas and growling out provocative lyrics. 
 
SARAH: Here at home, people who don’t even know how to pronounce Putin’s name are 
wearing Pussy Riot t-shirts. 
 
JESSICA: All my friends are still wearing those buttons we got at the protest. 
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PUSSY RIOT BENEFIT SHOW 
 
JESSICA: How would you describe the Comet, Sarah? 
SARAH: It’s a crusty old dive bar. 
JESSICA: The bathrooms smell bad. 
SARAH: But they have good shows. 
 
PORTER: I just want to begin our set by saying that we’re an apolitical band but, 
we believe in freedom of expression, it’s probably the most powerful, most pious 
force in the world, and we’re gonna unleash some of ours for you tonight. 
 
JESSICA: Kyle Porter is the frontman for Lazer Kitty, one of the bands who played a 
Pussy Riot benefit show at the Comet in Seattle. 
 
PORTER: I hope anybody coming here tonight understands what’s at stake. 
 
Kyle sees Pussy Riot as a powerful example of what a protest movement can look like.  
 
A generation in Russia and beyond has found something in common with these punk 
rockers from Moscow. They’re holding them up as heroes, imprisoned for their 
uncompromising beliefs. 
 
PORTER: They didn’t use bombs, they didn’t use guns. They used a guitar. 
 
And they tapped in to a generation demanding change all over the world. 
 
{Tempers: this song’s called “Free Pussy Riot, Bleep Mitt Romney…” 
 
JESSICA: From a crusty old dive bar in Seattle, I’m Jessica Partnow 
SARAH: and I’m Sarah Stuteville. 
 
OUTRO + Credits 
 
BROOKE: You’ve been listening to Generation Putin. 
 
This program was supported by KUOW Puget Sound Public Radio, WNYC, Global 
Voices and the University of Washington. 
 
Martha Little edited the program. 
 
This special was made possible by the Open Society Foundations. It was produced by the 
Seattle Globalist, SeattleGlobalist-dot-com, and is presented by PRX, the Public Radio 
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I’m Brooke Gladstone. Thanks for listening.  


