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Some people consider seagulls the rats of the sea.  But Port Orchard, Washington loves its gulls so much it organizes an oddball tribute to them every year.  It’s the eighteenth annual Seagull Calling Festival.  K-U-O-W’s Jenny Asarnow brings us the story. 
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The waves crash on the shore.  The sun warms the skin.  A sound fills the air…

[Girl’s call, then applause]

It’s the first Saturday in May.  There are no gulls in sight on the Port Orchard waterfront.  That sound you just heard? That’s a little girl.  She’s one of nine contestants who have come from near and far to belt out their best seagull imitation.  They’re vying for trophies in categories including “best call,” “most seagulls lured” and “cutest entry.”  Baiting IS allowed, and more cunning contestants have brought French fries, white bread, and Cheetos, which they throw enthusiastically around the beach.  

Mary DeYoung takes a more traditional approach.  
[Mary’s call, then applause]

Mary has won the prize for best seagull call.  She lives in Seattle and learned about the contest only last week.  Turns out she’s been ready for this for years.

DEYOUNG: Grew up in Snohomish and the Mukilteo ferry run was a ferry run that my family did all the time. And I think around first grade started talking to the seagulls. I think they’re lovely.  I think they’re beautiful birds. And the sound is like the epitome of the Northwest. Mm-hm. That’s the Northwest right there. I love it.
The competition ends. Everyone wins a prize.  Soggy French fries and water-swollen saltines lap onto the shore.  The seagulls, who have kept their distance during the festivities, swoop in and gobble up the garbage.

Jenny Asarnow, KUOW News.
