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HAVE TAKEN THE NEXT STEP ON THEIR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY!

In Follow [men’s group] Will Likins sat at our table and asked me
to tell him my God story. I told him everything that had happened
and he said, “Do you realize God has been pursuing you?” And I
didn’t. It made my heart sink to know that I hadn’t seen it. I gave
my heart to God right there that night. I didn’t want to keep
missing out on a relationship with God that I had seen in so many
people here at Blue Ridge … With a glad heart I follow Christ and
have never been more blessed.
-Daryl Lewis, Baptized November 19, New London 8:30 Service
WATCH NOW

ADMINISTRATION/FACILITIES
$892,669

Jacob Counts doesn’t see serving as just getting a job done. He sees it as giving a gift.
“Imagine that you have a good friend and you want to give them a gift. You listen really carefully
to figure out what they like. You save up your money and get them something special. Then, you
go to give it to them. You’re so excited. But they say, ‘No thanks. I don’t need that.’ That would
be devastating … Telling someone you don’t need them to serve is sort of like that. We need to
give everyone opportunity to give back to God out of their love for Him,”
READ MORE

KIDS COMMUNITY
$432,970

Serving in Bedford has brought such a good, close-knit family feeling. God chose specific
people to start Bedford. This has been amazing to be a part of! Watching some of the school
staff start a relationship with God through Bedford has also been amazing.
-Crystal Bryant, Preschool Leader (Bedford)
I feel that the team I serve with is family. Because I have served at Blue Ridge for many years,
it kind of reminds me of years ago when we were in a school. We do miss the team at New
London, but are thankful for the opportunity to be a part of what God is doing in Bedford.
-Kim Mayberry, Preschool Leader (Bedford)
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$438,007

David Michon had been serving at Blue Ridge three years with the worship team when Worship
Pastor Todd Foster talked to him about leading the team in Bedford.
“Recently we've been praying for direction and clarity about Bedford and where God wants us
to serve. He's definitely given us that clarity in a crazy way,” David said.
However, the path was not instantly apparent.
David and his wife had attended a prayer walk and spent time in prayer about David becoming
the Bedford worship leader, but they didn’t feel God leading them there. Instead, they began
pursuing a move to North Carolina, and even had a church and job prospects there.
Then one morning, David began experiencing paralysis. “Things were very difficult that aren't
normally very difficult.”
READ MORE

READ MORE

MISSIONS
$508,704

Whether it’s supporting the storm ravaged island of Puerto Rico, helping plant a church here
in the states, supporting local pregnancy centers, or donating funds to provide for a solar
project in Sierra Leone, Blue Ridge Community Church continues to walk in obedience
toward the opportunities God has led us to be a part of, both globally and right here in our
own communities.

HERE ARE JUST SOME OF THE WAYS YOUR
GENEROSITY HAS SUPPORTED MISSIONS LOCALLY,
DOMESTICALLY, AND ABROAD IN 2017:
LOCAL
Homes of Hope $12,628
Bedrock Community Church-Building Initiative $25,000
Blessings In A Backpack-Food Assistance $25,000

DOMESTIC
Disaster Relief-Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico $45,004
Bridge Church-Ohio Church Plant $56,400

ABROAD
Nepal Trust Home Fellowship Building and Pastor Support $15,712
Sierra Leone Building, Water, and Solar Projects $39,400
Full-Time Missionary Support $55,380
113,000
MILES
TRAVELED
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ASSISTANCE

I went on a trip with my family with New Hope Initiative in 2012
to their project in Kenya – the Kiberia slum. It was a wonderfully
eye-opening trip, but I was told it was their most “popular” trip
and many people went each summer. Then I heard about their
project in Sierra Leone, where few people visited because the
travel was difficult, and my heart called me to go.
I first visited in 2013, and I immediately fell in love with the
children at the children’s home. I talked extensively with Francis
Rogers, the local pastor who started the children’s home, and
felt his passion and heart. I knew I wanted to become more
involved.
READ MORE

-Joy Nobilini

STUDENT MINISTRIES
$259,164

It’s been over the past year or so where God has really moved in me and changed my whole view
of Jesus and church. I used to think of church as a chore really.
It never was real for me. I only went because my parents went and I never really understood the
point of singing songs and learning about someone who I had never met and couldn’t even see.
I had so many questions but being pretty shy around strangers, I never felt comfortable asking
them or making friends or making any effort to get closer to the leaders. I was one of those
people who came for the great cookies from the cafe and to socialize with friends, or really, the
pre-service games.
About a year ago, almost exactly, I began to have a constant thought that just would not leave
my mind: Accept Jesus into my life. Every time I had a moment to think about anything, my mind
would always go back to that. It was really God’s way of telling me He wanted me.

-Camden Mason

READ MORE
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EVENTS/CONNECTIONS/GUEST SERVICES
$162,078

Serving on the parking team has been a big deal for me. I started
with the parking team about 3 1/2 years ago and was in a really
bad place. I had just surrendered my life to Christ and was in the
middle of mending a broken marriage. At the time I joined, my
wife and I were going through Lifeline and our caregivers
suggested that we start serving and immediately suggested the
parking team for me, so I went. I can't tell you the impact it has
had and is still having in my life.
-Joel Damiani, Guest Services

CARE/SUPPORT
$204,870

You know, after I fell in love with Jesus, once I started that
intimacy with Him, anxiety was not so big anymore. Anxiety was
conquered. Anxiety is nothing. Anxiety was packed back into its
box with "return to sender" and delivered right back to Satan.
Finding my worth in God ... gosh it was hard. And it was a journey.
But, as I was dragging ... Jesus was coming toward me, running. He
met me right where I was. God used Women’s Bible Study and
Lifeline to reintroduce Truth back into my life.
God restored this joyous spirit, this loving spirit. And I am so
thankful.
-Breanna Campbell, Lifeline

LIFE DEVELOPMENT/GROUPS
$204,870

When the first night of Women’s Bible Study came, I felt anxious about it. I knew God was
going to do something, but I simply wasn’t ready to let go of my hurt, guilt, and shame.
However, my call for help turned into sharing with my Bible Study Group, and meeting
with Dawn Hamilton (WBS leader) week after week. She asked me hard questions, made
me feel vulnerable, and constantly pushed me to truth. It was painful, slightly annoying,
yet oddly freeing.
-Loghan Goins-Phillips, Women’s Bible Study
READ MORE

I would say that through Encounter I came to a realization that just because I ended some bad
habits in my life and felt that my life had changed didn't mean I had a relationship with Jesus.
My eyes were opened to my lack of faith and the story of Jesus went from being just a story I
had always known to being the key to understanding a very real son of God, Jesus. Now the
gospel has become exciting and an insight into the character of Jesus, who I now have a
personal relationship with.
-Lee Ann Strong, Encounter

Once we asked Him to take over all our finances, we started to see God’s plan all along for us.
With God moving in our hearts, we knew we needed help, and we started attending our
Financial Peace University class. Through the class, God spoke to us in a whole new way.
Scripture we had read for so many years seemed new to us, and Dave Ramsey’s plan was
something that we both could agree upon and understand. We finally were working together
as a team.
During the last two and a half years, God has enabled Kristy and I to pay off nearly $37,000 in
debt and set up a budget that we both agree upon that allows us to live within our means.
-Todd Wetmore, Moneyworks

COMMUNICATIONS
$175,444

Last year was a transition year for the Communications Team at Blue Ridge. God brought a
new group of individuals together to serve the ministries and people of BRCC with excellence
and creativity. It has been a blessing and joy for me to be a part of this talented group. We
work hard and have fun together. Most of all, we never lose sight of our mission — helping
people move closer to God is at the center of all we create and do.
-Dawn Emeigh, Executive Director of Guest Services and Communications
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$151,183

As we followed God to Bedford, I couldn’t have imagined all he has
allowed us to experience in our first year as a campus. We have an
amazing core of servers that have put the needs of others first.
There are new people every week. We have seen 39 people
baptized! And, we are just getting started….
-Mark Fitch, Bedford Campus Pastor

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
$142,536

While serving in The Landing I was exposed to the 12 steps and 8 principles of Celebrate
Recovery. In trying to help others, I was confronted by my own two-decades-long, ongoing
struggle with pornography. I got into a Step Study and applied the principles that I had been
teaching to the teens (yeah I had things a little backwards), and through that fellowship; God
was able to lead me out of bondage.
That was a little over five years ago. During that time I have had the opportunity to walk out
others’ stories. It has been a tremendous blessing.
-Tony Erskine, The Landing
READ MORE
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