RECENT NEWS
We recently sent out a mailer with
information on our upcoming service class
on July 25-26. The first day will be a
Thomas class with a Ride N’ Drive, then
the second day will be a Cummins class.
Please let me know if you did not receive
that mailer so that we can get you the
information. We would love to see you!
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The PSBA Convention was a great success
again this year. From the classes to the
vendor displays to the opportunities for
discussion, the PSBA truly did an excellent
job. If you aren’t involved, I would highly
recommend giving them a try.
Our parts department has just announced
the July sale. This month, the focus is on
stop/tail lights, backup lights, license
lights, and Saf-T-Liner C2 window latches.
Please let us know if we can help in any
way with parts needs during inspection
season.
For your reference, here are pictures of the
aforementioned changes to the Cummins
after-treatment system.

Three Module After-treatment System (Before)

Single Module After-treatment System (After)
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CUMMINS MAKES HUGE IMPROVEMENTS
By now, everyone in the school bus industry is familiar with the
Cummins engine. However, what you may not be familiar with are the recent
improvements to the engine and the aftertreatment system. Though Cummins
is the only current diesel option available in the Type C and D school bus
market, they are continuously making improvements, many of which have
been in place since the start of 2017.
On the engine itself, Cummins has tweaked and improved the
combustion recipe, which means better fuel economy for your fleet. This will
further bridge the gap between diesel and other types of fuel, in terms of MPG
or MPGE (miles per gallon equivalent). They have also reduced the amount of
friction within the power cylinder and enhanced turbo efficiency, which add
up to improved performance.
The after-treatment system has been completely redesigned. The old
three module system has been simplified and is now a single module aftertreatment system. This translates to a 33% reduction in size, a 15% reduction
in weight, and increased overall efficiency. The DEF dosing system has been
improved, as well. Now, it provides more efficient atomization and minimizes
deposit formation. What does that mean in English? It means that when
deposit formation is reduced, your Diesel Particulate Filter will not load up as
quickly.
Another move that will help the DPF do its job more effectively is a
complete shift in Exhaust Gas Recirculation strategy. Now, Cummins uses
30% less EGR. Naturally, the less EGR that you use, the less “recirculated” air
that is in the system. When exhaust gas recirculates, the dirty air is put back
into the system. This is why we have seen extensive problems with systems
that relied heavily on EGR in the past.
Finally, Thomas has approved the use of the “Stay Warm” Passive Regen
Control. This simple parameter change enables the system to passively regen
more often. It is better suited to school bus applications (low speed, start and
stop). More regens equals less DPF clogging and less headaches for you, your
drivers, and your mechanics.
All of these improvements add up to make a great fuel choice even
better. It’s no wonder that diesel makes up over 90% of the market. These
latest steps by Cummins and Thomas mean that you can be more confident in
diesel than ever before.

