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World Series of Innovation 2017

Every year, NFTE invites students ages 13–24 to practice thinking of original business ideas 
to address challenges faced by real organizations. Prizes range from $250 to $2,000. This 
year we ask students to put on their creative thinking caps to help solve global goals that 
the United Nations has identified as the largest and most serious challenges to humanity.

Why Set Global Goals?

90% of countries have more women in government than they did just one generation 
ago – in 46 countries, women now hold more than 30% of seats in national government. 

This is a big deal. For a woman to be in a position of power – either in government or in 
business – she had to able to travel to school without being harassed. She needed to be 
allowed to learn to read, write, and express herself. There had to be a system in place that 
allowed her to move up to a leadership role.

In 2000, the United Nations created eight global Millennium Development Goals that helped 
to address some of the most serious challenges to humanity, with a deadline of 2015. One 
of these goals was “Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women.” While there is still 
progress to be made, setting the eight goals and rallying people to do something about 
them had significant results.

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals

Now the United Nations is going one step further, creating 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals for all people to work on together and solve by the year 2030. With the technological 
and educational tools widely available today, we are in a better position than any generation 
before us to solve these problems.

The 17 goals:

The Goals Behind the Challenges
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Let’s Solve A Few!  The Innovation Challenges in this year’s World Series of Innovation 
will center on five Sustainable Development Goals.

Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and quality education for all and promote lifelong learning
•	Ensure that all girls and boys complete free primary and secondary 
education
•	Ensure that all girls and boys have access to early childhood care
•	Increase the number of people who have the skills necessary to get jobs 
that are enjoyable and that pay enough
•	Ensure that all students learn to promote a culture of peace, including 

sensitivity to human rights and cultural diversity

Goal 6: Ensure access to water and sanitation for all
•	Achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking 
water for all
•	Improve water quality by reducing pollution
•	Use water efficiently, substantially reducing the number of people suffering 
from water scarcity
•	Protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, 

wetlands, rivers, aquifers, and lakes
•	 Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water 

management
 
Goal 8: Promote inclusive and sustainable economic growth, employment and decent 
work for all

•	Take immediate and effective measures to end forced labor, human 
trafficking, and child labor
•	Promote decent job creation, entrepreneurship, creativity, and innovation
•	Achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all, including 
for young people and persons with disabilities
•	Strengthen the capacity of financial institutions to offer financial and 

insurance services for all

Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote sustainable industrialization and foster 
innovation

•	Develop quality, reliable, and sustainable infrastructure (e.g., roads, 
telephone lines), with a focus on affordable and fair access for all
•	Enhance scientific research in industrial sectors
•	Significantly increase access to information and communications 
technology, including providing universal and affordable internet access in 
least developed countries

 
Thanks for helping to change the world!

The Goals Behind the Challenges


