
What would it be like to worry that 
you could lose your home at any time?

According to a 2017 three-country pilot study by 
PRIndex, one in four people do not feel secure in 
their property rights. But globally, we don’t know 
enough about who these people are, the sources of 
their insecurity, or the impact upon their families, 
communities and nations. We don’t know enough 
about how to alleviate their fears.

Between August and November this year, PRIndex 
data will shed more light than ever before on this 
challenge: the first international survey of how 
secure people believe their property and land rights 
to be. It’s an exhaustively refined, peer-reviewed 
survey based on two previous pilots that should 
soon cover more than half the world.

We survey perceptions, because perceptions shape 
how people behave – whether they invest in their 

land or property, for example – and they allow a 
comparison between dissimilar legal systems and 
local realities. We use nationally representative 
surveys because we believe that women and young 
adults, who are less likely to be the household 
heads surveyed by other methods, need to be 
heard equally in the development conversation.

PRIndex will be a resource for a global land rights 
movement uniting government, business, and 
civil society to make millions more secure in their 
homes.

In this issue of our quarterly bulletin:

• How PRIndex’s 2017 pilot studies are being 
picked up globally, and helping to inform 
discussions by and with policymakers
• How PRIndex will partner with two exciting 
initiatives for land policy change in Africa
• Our schedule for the year ahead
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01 TENURE SECURITY
About 3 in 10 Colombians perceive a lack of tenure security, with the Northern 
Caribbean and Antioquia regions having the highest levels of insecurity.
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Pilot Study Shows Opportunity To Change Land Rights Conversation

The interest generated in the two months since the 
March 2018 publication of our three-country pilot 
study is testament to widespread demand for a new, 
credible measure of perceptions of people’s security 
on their land and in their homes.

Results are being used in the national 
discussion of land policy in India.  Three 
state-level measures on perceptions of tenure 
security from PRIndex have been included in the 
widely-read State of Land report published by the 
development consultancy NRMC. Results were 
also presented to a broad audience including 
high-level government officials at the Land and 
Development Conference in Delhi in February 
2018. The Land Cell of the government’s National 
Institution for Transforming India (NITI) has 
expressed its interest in using the results. Two 
major think tanks have begun to analyse the data 
to feed into state-level policy debates, with a 
particular focus on inter-state differences – India 
Institute for Human Settlements, and the National 
Council for Applied Economic Research (NCAER).

In Colombia we have consulted closely with 
the national statistics agency (DANE) around 
the translation, sampling method, and results of 
the 2017 pilot survey. We have held one high-level 
seminar with government land officials, including 
the director of the land restitution agency, Mr 
Ricardo Sabogal. Mr Sabogal commented that 
the results were important new data points 
to understand the magnitude of insecurity in 
Colombia, and said he was sharing the results 
with President Santos.

In Tanzania we have collaborated closely with 
the National Bureau of Statistics to integrate 
the test surveys with national sampling plans, 
and develop NBS capacity in land indicators, 
translation and quality assurance. We have 
shared data with a variety of public sector 
stakeholders and others. Landesa is using the 
survey results in its policy discussions with 
Government.

Trial data shows insecurity hotspots

Colombia

India

Tanzania

“The findings of PRIndex are closely 
aligned with the Government’s own 
data. Land tenure is a complex issue 
that sometimes defies conventional 
wisdom and requires a multifaceted 

approach. I appreciate PRIndex 
efforts to that end and hope its 

results will be made more widely 
available.”

– Ricardo Sabogal, Director, Land 
Restitution Unit, Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, Colombia, 
working in partnership with PRIndex



Building Momentum For Policy Change In Africa
In some parts of Africa, particularly those recently 

affected by armed conflict, land disputes are so 
prevalent that they strain courts and communities. In 
others, traditional systems provide tenure security in 
a manner not captured by surveys focusing on formal 
documentation. It’s a diverse and challenging policy 
environment.

We are planning to partner with two initiatives led 
by the African Land Policy Centre to improve land 
governance across the continent.

Monitoring and Evaluating Land in Africa (MELA) 
aims to build the knowledge and capacity of twelve 
African governments to take action on land – and 
PRIndex is collecting data on 10 of them this year. 
We looking forward to contributing data to MELA’s 
exciting programme of policymaker workshops and 
listening to feedback on their next steps and ours.

We also plan to support the Network of Excellence 
on Land Governance in Africa (NELGA) that ALPC 
has established in cooperation with Germany, the 
World Bank and other partners. With more than 
50 research partner institutions across Africa, 
NELGA provides scholarships to researchers on 
land in Africa, connecting them to experts across 
the continent. PRIndex is in discussions to provide 

access to our data, guidance on its use, connections 
to experts further afield through our Technical 
Advisory Group, and to use our new website – 
currently under development – to raise the profile 
of NELGA grantees’ research.
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What You Can Expect From Prindex In 2018

Agreement signed to collaborate 
with Global Land Tools Network

“PRIndex will accelerate the movement for 
secure property rights,” states an agreement 
signed in May between the Global Land Alliance, 
a parent organisation of PRIndex, and UN 
Habitat, which is a data custodian for Sustainable 
Development Goal 1.4.2, on land rights security. 
UN Habitat also facilitates the Global Land Tools 
Network, which will put the agreement into 
effect.

GLTN will ensure that PRIndex integrates the 
methodology approved by the inter-agency 
expert group for SDG 1.4.2, help to encourage 
countries to adopt the PRIndex approach, and 
assist with disseminating results. PRIndex will 
consult closely with GLTN, and contribute data 
to support UN Habitat’s goal of a better urban 
future.

First country set for data collection

Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Costa Rica, Cote 
D’Ivoire, Ecuador, Honduras, Liberia,  Madagascar, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Peru, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Thailand, Zambia.

Second country set for data collection

Benin, Bolivia, Cambodia, Colombia, Ghana, 
Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, Malawi, Mexico,  
Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, Tanzania, Tunisia, 
Uganda, Vietnam, UK.



PRIndex’s country 
engagement lead David 
Ameyaw explains how we 
will be working with agencies 
in more than 30 countries 
to lay the foundations for 
a global property rights 
conversation.

Security in our homes matters to all of us. PRIndex 
data helps show how it matters to countries too.

Secure property rights allow people to invest in their 
land, improve their homes and use their property 
to access credit. This security makes people feel 
empowered, giving them dignity and a sense of 
belonging.

We want to empower governments and citizens 
with the first globally comparable data on 
perceptions of property rights and land tenure 
security – and for land ministries and national 
statistical offices to be involved.

We survey a nationally representative sample of 
citizens and ask them how secure they feel their 
property rights are.

These perceptions influence the way people act 
economically and socially. By gathering this data 
we can make accurate international and local 
comparisons and enable women and young people 
to be part of the land rights conversation, not just 
household heads or official title holders.

A new level of detail will allow ministries to target 
land rights reforms effectively.

Four principles define our engagement at the 
country and regional levels:

1. Country ownership means we seek the 
input of policy makers and the development 
community to make sure our data is locally 
rooted as well as globally comparable. We’re 
transparent, and welcome input throughout, 
including questionnaire design, localization, 
translation, training of enumerators, data 
collection, collation and dissemination.
2. Capacity-building means working with 
partners in each country to collect and use 
data for program and policy purposes. It also 
means working with local research institutions 
and making our global database available for 
analysis to inform local and national policy 
formulation. We hope to seek matched funding 
to support collaboration.
3. Sustainability means that countries have the 
opportunity to take over future rounds of data 
collection.
4. Utilization means identifying the 
government agencies, research institutes 
and civil society groups who can use the data 
and connecting them with the global PRIndex 
community.

Our mission reflects the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals indicator 1.4.2, which requires 
monitoring and improving “the proportion of the 
adult population who perceive their tenure rights 
as legally secure, regardless of whether these rights 
are documented”.

Please reach out to me to discuss collaboration – 
and how we can bring the PRIndex partnership to 
your country.

David Ameyaw, Lead, Global Engagement

dameyaw@iced-eval.org

Building In-Country Partnerships For Better Property Rights And Land 
Tenure Security Data

Get the latest updates on PRIndex direct to your inbox. 
Sign up at prindex.net/bulletin
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