
In 2018 we’re rolling out a global 
baseline of tenure security and 
property rights 

After two years of rigorous testing, Land 
Alliance and the Overseas Development 
Institute (ODI) are expanding a first-of-its-
kind global dataset and index on perceptions 
of property rights, called the Global Property 
Rights Index (PRIndex). With seed funding from 
Omidyar Network and the UK’s Department 
for International Development, PRIndex is a 
baseline, multi-national dataset measuring how 
secure people feel about their rights to the land 
and property on which they live and work. This 
data will provide the grounding for a global 
conversation and movement around securing 
the property rights of billions who currently lack 
them, and has the potential to contribute to the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Building on initial data collected from nine 
countries in 2016 and 2017, PRIndex 2018 will 
collect data from an additional 36 countries 
in different regions of the world, creating the 
world’s first comprehensive account of people’s 
perceptions and opinions of property rights.

Why PRIndex?
Property rights provide the necessary 

foundation for people to build better lives 
for themselves and their families, ultimately 
driving sustainable economic growth in their 
countries. However, identifying, administering 
and maintaining property rights is a challenge 
for many countries around the world as 
governments often do not have information on 
who has those rights, and rights holders are not 
always able to protect them.
It is critical to know how citizens currently 
understand their rights to land and property so 
that governments, NGOs, donors and others can 
build targeted programs tailored to the realities 
faced by local communities. PRIndex takes a 
people-first approach to advancing the global 
property rights movement.
PRIndex’s publicly available data will also 
help increase awareness of the challenges in 
advancing property rights, helping attract greater 
support from the wider global development 
community. As countries work toward achieving 
the SDGs, a deeper understanding of the barriers 
to securing and maintaining property rights will 
go a long way in unlocking valuable knowledge 
and resources for those working in the field.
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What we learned from PRIndex’s 2017 three-country tests
In preparation for PRIndex’s planned surveys in 

34 countries this year, we carried out a third test 
round in late 2017 to fine-tune our approach to 
surveying and the contents of our questionnaire. 
This latest test round took place in three of the nine 
countries we had tested in an earlier questionnaire 
in 2015 – Colombia, India and Tanzania. Working 
with the national statistical offices and our survey 
partners, we carried out almost 25,000 interviews 
across the three countries, demonstrating that 
the same questionnaire could be applied in quite 
different settings. 

Why test again? 
The primary purpose of the third test was to 
assess the best way to measure tenure security 
from among four alternative question and answer 
combinations, including one supplied by the 
Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable 
Development Goal Indicators.  As we aim to survey 
hundreds of thousands of people in the coming 
months, it is critical that we know in advance how 
well different versions of a question ‘perform’ 
so we know which versions will provide us with 
the most robust data. We wanted to find out 
if we got more dependable results if we asked 
respondents to discuss perceived tenure security 
in more objective or calculated terms (possibility/
likelihood of eviction) versus emotional ones (how 
worried they are about being evicted). All surveyed 
respondents were asked all four questions and we 
assessed dependability by looking at how answers 
compared to other measures of tenure insecurity, 
and how many people felt they couldn’t answer 
each question. 

What did the tests reveal? 
We found that question performance varies by 
country. In India, all four questions tested told a 
similar story about tenure security. But in Tanzania 
and Colombia, up to one in five respondents 
switched between perceiving themselves as having 
secure and insecure tenure, depending on which 
of their answers we chose to use: in Tanzania, 72% 
answered that they did not think there was any 
possibility of losing the right to stay in their current 
property for the next five years, while a much lower 
53% stated they were confident they could stay in 
their current property for the next five years.

Our forthcoming report – to be released in February 
on prindex.net – will explain what drives these 
differences, our reservations regarding asking 
about the likelihood of losing rights, and why we 
will recommend asking how worried respondents 
are about losing their right to stay in their dwelling 
(question 4.6). The report will also provide details 
on the suggested drivers of tenure insecurity 
and how these vary in strength across countries: 
for example, rural households in Tanzania are 
more likely to report more secure tenure than 
their Colombian counterparts. We’ll also look 
at where the tests confirmed our expectations, 
such as universally influential factors like whether 
respondents are owners or renters and what 
supporting documentation they possess.

So what next? Based on these results, we’re 
discussing with our technical advisors how best to 
streamline our questionnaire without losing some 
of the detail found in the respondents’ answers. 
We’ll then start running the survey in our first 
tranche of countries. In the meantime, you can 
check out our earlier results on the Land Portal.

PRIndex 2017

Colombia India Tanzania
% who report secure tenure by question

N 3,942 16,475 3,904

4.2 Likelihood to lose rights against 
will (5-pt scale; neutral midpoint) % Very unlikely/unlikely 55% 75% 58%

4.5 & 4.5a Confidence of being able to 
stay (2-part)

% Confident overall (Q4.5) 78% 77% 56%

% Confident/very confident (Q4.5a) 64% 72% 53%

4.6 Worry of losing rights to stay % Not worried at all/not worried 71% 77% 70%

4.7 Possibility of losing right to stay 
(Binary scale) % No 72% 81% 72%

http://prindex.net
https://landportal.org/book/dataset/la-pri


PRIndex pilot survey data is reaching the 
core land community audience through the 
Land Portal. The Land Portal has created a 
platform that offers simple summaries of the 
methodology, the status and the main findings 
of the PRIndex pilot and test phase, and links to 
key news and information related to perceptions 
of tenure security. The Land Portal presents 

two interactive dimensions of PRIndex survey 
results, including the level of perceived tenure 
security  and the rate of property documentation 
by country, disaggregated into urban and rural 
sectors, and male and female respondents. 
Data sets from the pilot surveys is available for 
download at landportal.org

Land Portal publishes PRIndex pilot surveys

SDG tenure security indicator achieves Tier II status
On November 13 2017 in Bahrain, the Inter-

Agency Expert Group on the Sustainable 
Development Goal Indicators voted to reclassify 
SDG Land Indicator 1.4.2 from Tier III to Tier II 
status.  This is a significant win for the property 
rights community, and a validation of the fact that 
a coordinated effort from many different players 
can indeed make a difference. 
The expert group divided the indicator into 
two separate parts, the first dealing with 
documentation of tenure security, and a second 
dealing with perception of security. 
This achievement raises the stakes for the global 
land community to now achieve the coverage 
of data necessary to achieve Tier 1 status by 
2020.  Tier II reclassification means that the land 

indicator is in the SDG framework, but the data 
isn’t available yet.  There is now a critical need for 
a global effort to collect core data in every region 
and country and make it transparent, accessible 
and meaningful to national political processes.  
Data from all sources – administrative, surveys, 
crowd sourcing, remote-sensing – is needed 
to do justice to the challenge of being able to 
meaningfully understand land and property 
rights on global and local scales. PRIndex will 
work with National Statisitcal Offices, land 
agencies, and international organizations to 
collect and assemble a global dataset on citizens’ 
perceptions using the SDG methodology; this will 
enable reclassification and the institutionalization 
of tenure security as a core indicator of the SDGs. 

https://landportal.info/book/dataset/la-pri
https://landportal.info/book/dataset/la-pri
https://beta.landportal.info/book/indicator/la-pri-pts
https://beta.landportal.info/book/indicator/la-pri-pts
http://landportal.org


For the latest updates and information on PRIndex, visit prindex.net

PRIndex at Northeastern’s Human Rights Institute

This year’s Human Rights Institute at 
Northeastern University School of Law Institute 
focused on land rights, with special attention on 
creating national Land Tenure Security Indexes, a 
tool to help vulnerable rural populations secure 
their land tenure.  On December 7-8, 2017, the Law 
School’s Program on Human Rights and the Global 
Economy (PHRGE) convened scholars, advocates 
and activists to explore land rights indexes from 
a human rights perspective. Landesa CEO Chris 
Jochnick gave the keynote address on “land rights 
as the human rights issue of the 21st century.” 
Malcolm Childress presented PRIndex test survey 
results and plans.  Discussions explored utilization 
of PRIndex data with multiple stakeholders in West 
Africa and Central America as critical geographies 
in the interface of land rights and human rights. 

PRIndex test survey keynote GIZ LandHub
Malcolm Childress delivered a keynote address on 

the PRIndex test survey results to the GIZ LandHub 
meeting on December 13, at GIZ Headquarters in 
Eschborn, Germany. The presentation focused on 
the evaluation of the perception questions from 
Colombia, India and Tanzania.  The meeting brought 
together the leaders of GIZ land and property rights 
projects from around the world.  Discussion of 
follow ups focused on PRIndex collaborations with 
researchers, governments and activists in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America, particularly via the Network 
of Excellence in Land Governance in Africa.
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