
A Brief History of the Caribbean
By: Jan Rogozinski

Sugar Rules the Islands
• After the end of the War of the Spanish Succession, the economy (especially the sugar 

industry) in the Caribbean grew rapidly
The Non-Spanish Islands Give Themselves Wholly to Sugar

• On the British islands, sugar became virtually the only crop
• The French islands had a more diversified economy

o Sugar was still their main and most important product
• The Danish Virgin Islands and the Dutch Leewards served as free ports selling slaves to 

the British and French islands
• As the sugar industry flourished, sugar plantations also came to dominate Danish Saint 

Croix
• Sugar plantations require large amounts of capital

Europeans Consume More and More Sugar
• Prices of sugar generously rose until the 1820s (especially the 18th century)
• Europeans increasingly drank tea, coffee, and cocoa and ate processed foods, jams, 

and candy
• Planters in Barbados enjoyed profits of 40 to 50 percent a year (1650s)
• By 1661, a glut had formed in the European market and prices fell close to 70%

o Remain depressed until 1690s, then it rose again and then they had another 
slump in the 1730s

• Planters on the British islands did well during the war (1748, 1756-1763)
• Prices began to fall dramatically in the 1840s 

o European governments subsidized the beet sugar industry
o Cuban production soared
o British Empire found new sources in Asia

The Mercantilist System during the 18  th   Century  
• French and British governments sought to make their colonies benefit the mother 

country
• They forbade islanders from importing and exporting goods that weren’t owned by their 

subjects
• Placed duties on any sugar imported from foreign countries
• Taxed imports of semi-refined sugar at a much higher rate than the raw product
• Neither government followed a totally consistent policy because they had to please 

many constituencies 
• British government followed a high tax policy to increase their revenues

o High import duties on tropical products
 Sugar, tobacco, tea

o British planters were restricted to making raw sugar, but were guaranteed high 
prices

• French government had a lower tax policy and focused on increasing its exports
o Emphasized sale of tropical products to other European countries
o Encourage commercial growth
o French planters made a lot of clayed sugar, so that meant they had a lot of extra 

molasses



 North American merchants purchased rum and molasses from the French 
islands which caused the British planters to lose the American market

• British government attempted to prohibit French rum and 
molasses through the Sugar Act, which infuriated the American 
merchants/shippers

o Became a major grievance leading to the American 
Revolution of 1776

The Profits and Power of the Sugar Lords 
• The direct duties were a small part of the revenues Britain and France took from the 

islands
o Sugar and slaves were lucrative trades and most of the profits went to the 

homeland
• European states invested nothing to govern their Caribbean colonies
• Three separate profits were made and taken: 

o Selling consumer goods to the slaves
o Derived from selling slaves to the planters and mine-owners of the Americas
o The largest one is the sale of American and West Indian cargoes in Europe

• European consumers paid high prices that covered all taxes and costs of producing 
sugar

• British and French statesmen considered sugar and slavery essential to the national 
economy

The Varying Fortunes of the Islands
• Innovations began in Barbados
• French and British planters were willing to learn from each other (despite the war)
• Natural resources partially determined which regions formed part of the fabled sugar 

empire
• New plantations always enjoyed the advantage that was accentuated by improvements 

in technology over time
• Plantations along the sea enjoyed a cost advantage

o Best sugar land was near the coast
Barbados and the British Leeward Islands

• Sugar planters in Barbados enjoyed their highest profits during the 1650s and the 1660s
• Planters in Leewards tried to follow their success

o Lack of capital and slaves held back development of cane estates
o French invasions depopulated the islands during the War of the Spanish 

Succession
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Foundations: Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing
Chapter 4: Developing Critical Reading Strategies

What is Critical Reading?
• Reading

o Acquiring meaning from a text
• Critical Reading

o Reading any text with interest, comprehension, and questioning frame of mind
o Looking for what the author is saying and also the links in argument
o Questioning the validity of the argument



Strategies to Increase Comprehension and Retention
• Distinguishing Primary from Secondary readings:

o A primary work is the text to be analyzed
 Primary text in literature is a work of fiction, poetry, a play etc.
 In history or political science, primary text might be treaties, speeches, 

letters, government documents etc.
o Secondary text is the analysis, summary or interpretation of the primary text

 Secondary texts that are devoted to a specific topic of research are called 
monographs (written on one particular subject)

• Skimming for an Overview or Preview
o Experienced critical reader will often go through the entire contents of a book 

from beginning to end several times, separating major concepts or details
o Skimming is not an open permission to avoid close reading or to ignore the 

details of evidence or arguments: it is a means of locating that material so that it 
can be followed up later

o Other readers use the index to find what they want
 The process is high and efficient

o Reviewing the table of contents in a book or the sub-headings in a chapter is the 
quickest way to determine what the text covers

o Experienced readers look at the opening of chapters or first paragraphs where 
authors often summarize the argument or place it in a wider perspective

o Key words are important
• Reading Actively 

o Get a clear overview of an argument 
o Look for indications in the text of important information
o Note unfamiliar words

• Reading for the Literal
o Vocabulary, critical concepts and cultural knowledge can be built by having a 

dictionary
o Have reference books

• Reading for the Context
o Need an understanding of the text’s position in history (including its cultural role 

and the author’s credentials/biography)
• Preparing Outlines and Summaries

o An outline lists or enumerates the main features or points in an argument 
indicating the main parts and divisions

o Do a summary
• Drawing Connections with Other Readings

o Draw relationships with previous readings in the same course as well as other 
courses

• Reading with the SQ3R Method
o Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review
o Survey

 Look at the contents of the book
 Include introduction, bibliography, table of contents
 Similar to skimming

o Question



 Frame a question about the introduction or first main point to increase 
your concentration and to develop a critical attitude

o Read
 Find answers to your questions by reading to the end of the section

o Recite
 When done reading, look away and try to recite the answers to your 

questions
 Take brief notes

o Review
 Recall the main points in each section and the questions and answers 

that were formulated
Techniques for Reading Challenging Texts

• Reading an Article/Chapter Effectively
o Highlight parts that are important
o Take adequate notes

Annotating
• Underline key words/phrases
• Write brief comments/questions
• Draw arrows
• Draw connections between ideas in the text

The Child as a Social Actor in Historical Sources: Problems of Identification and 
Interpretation
By: Harry Hendrick

Introduction
• Provide an overview of the main developments, issues and approaches to be found in 

histories of childhood 
• Make suggestions on how historians might proceed to incorporate children as social 

actors 
Childhood and Children

• Childhood
o A structural feature of society which largely determine the experiences of children 

or at least shapes their commonality 
o “age” is the distinguishing criterion for identifying childhood, despite the 

influences on its meaning of class, gender and historical period
• Childhood tends to conceal a range of birth points 

o Children often referred to as if they were an undifferentiated collective
• There are those that argue that we can only ever understand childhood as a cultural 

construction
• Children are social actors and informants in their own right and childhood is a structure 

feature of all societies; it’s not just the early period of a life course
o Necessary to practice theorizing childhood in order to see the interplay between 

‘childhood’ as a concept and its place in the process of social theory
The Historiographical Tradition



• Aries initiated a debate about childhood claiming that as an idea it was subject to 
historical change

• Aries work opened up two main themes:
o The variability of concepts of childhood
o The experiences of children

• Several writers denied that parent-child relations were characterized by discontinuity; 
they preferred to emphasize continuity

o Anderson accepted the significance of discontinuity
• The first Marxist work was Humphries’ study that tried to retrieve the experiences of 

resistance by children and youth in schools and reformatories and on the streets 
o Gramsci’s concept of hegemony
o But as his emphasis is on class conflict, so the children become figures in which 

the importance of age is obscured
• Steedman argued for a ‘remaking’ of working class childhood in the late nineteenth 

century and foreseeing childhood as an index of adults’ concepts for the self
Identification

• “The inner life of the family and its relationships, the extent and meaning of family 
violence (including sexual abuse), and the children’s own views of their lives, on work 
and school or on childhood itself, are not easy to discover or to generalize about”

• ‘minority groups’ are at a disadvantage where documentary is involved
o Their actions provide a kind of public record

 Strikes, riots, demonstrations
Interpretation: Objectivity and Internal Views

• Harvey Graff
o Historians ignore the fact that growing up is hard to do
o Conflicts exist within the developing self in pursuit of the maturity and 

competence appropriate to its era
Interpretation: Social Relevance and Commitment
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