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Religion in the American Experience: Exam #1 Review   NAME:_______________

1. What is the name of the Italian mariner, sailing under the Spanish flag, who 
wanted to go east by sailing west? Christopher Columbus

2. Was commissioned by Queen Isabella as the “Admiral of the Ocean Sea” on 30 
April 1492. Christopher Columbus

3. During the Age of Exploration, Portugal appealed to the Holy See, the papacy in 
Rome, to settle the competitive tension between its archrival, Spain. Pope 
Alexander VI responded by drawing an imaginary ling running down the middle 
of the Atlantic Ocean. This became known as: the papal Line of Demarcation

4. The Treaty of Tordesillas (1494) divided newly discovered lands outside Europe 
between: Spain and Portugal

5. In a papal bull, Sublimis Deus (“The Sublime God”), issued in 1537 by Pope Paul 
III, declared that: Indians were human beings, not subhuman beasts; forbade their 
enslavement

6. In 1492, the co-sovereigns of Spain, Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand: exiled 
about 100,000 Jews from Catholic Spain

7. What is the name of the Dominican missionary, who, in 1616, received the title of 
“Defender of the Indians” for venting his fury against his countrymen because of 
their cruel treatment of the native peoples? Bartholomew Las Casas

8. What is the name of the Jesuit missionary who travelled through northern Mexico 
(Sonora) and southern Arizona on behalf of Catholic Spain in the late 1600s and 
early 1700s? Eusebio Kino

9. What is the name of the Portuguese mariner whose crew became the first known 
people of circumnavigate, or sail around, the globe? Ferdinand Magellan

10. In 1519 a Spaniard named Hernando Cortes sailed from Cuba to explore the 
Yucatan Peninsula with 11 ships, 550 men, and 16 horses. 

11.Like other Europeans, the French were charmed by the idea of a Northwest 
Passage, which was: A waterway shortcut from Europe to Asia

12.The Great Case of Liberty of Conscience (1 pt. each):
a. Who (its author)? William Penn
b. What? A religious pamphlet or tract (a religio-political polemic) 
c. When? circa 1670 [in the wake of the Conventicle Act, which outlawed 

anything but Anglicanism]
d. Where? England, while imprisoned
e. Why? To argue for religious freedom

13.Arrange the following English monarch is chronological order, according to their 
reign: c

a. Edward VI, Henry VIII, Mary Tudor, Elizabeth I.
b. Henry VIII, Edward VI, Elizabeth I, Mary Tudor.
c. Henry VIII, Edward VI, Mary Tudor, Elizabeth I.
d. Edward VI, Henry VIII, Elizabeth I, Mary Tudor.

14.Founded Quebec, which became the capital of the colony of New France: Samuel 
de Champlain

15.George Calvert, who held the title Lord Baltimore, founded a colony, which he 
later named Maryland, where Catholics could practice their religion freely. 
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16.Maryland’s Toleration Act of 1649: limited toleration to Trinitarian Christians
17.Which best describes the relationship between religion and government in the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony? Puritans dictated both religious and governmental 
matters

18.Pennsylvania was founded as a “Holy Experiment” to provide settlers complete 
political and religious freedom.

19. In 1635 the General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony banished Roger 
Williams for religious heterodoxy. 

20. In January 1639, settlers in Connecticut, led by Thomas Hooker, drew up: the 
Fundamental Orders of Connecticut

21.Took over as the director-general of New Netherland in 1647: Peter Stuyvesant
22. In 1664, unannounced, English ships attacked the fort and island of Cape Verde 

operated by the Dutch West India Company off the Guinea coast of Africa, while 
English colonists seized islands in the West Indies and New Amsterdam 
(renaming it New York, after Charles’ brother James, the lord High Admiral and 
Duke of York).

23.What was the “Great Migration”? mass migration (about 20,000) from Old 
England to New England And when did it occur? 1630s

24.What was the name of the Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Company? John 
Winthrop

25.William Laud was: Archbishop of Canterbury (one of the two most important 
ecclesiastical posts in the Church of England)

26.The Chesapeake refers to a chunk of land in: Virginia
27.The Massachusetts Bay charter was revoked in the 1680s by whom? James II
28.Sir Edmund Andros was: lieutenant governor of New York, governor general of 

the Dominion of New England, governor of Virginia
29.  The Dutch Stadtholder, Prince William of Orange, was a: Calvinist. Accompanied 

by an armada of 500 ships, invaded England and overthrew his uncle and father-
in-law, restoring Protestantism in the Glorious Revolution

30. In North America the Glorious Revolution was essentially a reaction to the far-
reaching innovations in government, administration, and justice introduced under 
James II

31.Beginning in the 1650s and continuing under the restored Stuart monarchy, 
Parliament enacted a succession of measures designed to ensure, among other 
commercial goals, England’s monopoly of the bulk of the colonies’ imports and 
exports. What were these acts called? the Navigation Acts

32. Increase Mather was minister in Boston and President of Harvard during the: 
Glorious Revolution

33.Because Pennsylvania was owned by William Penn, it was considered: a 
proprietary colony

34.William Penn was a Quaker (name of religion).
a. The Inner Light is the doctrine that there is something Divine, Something 

of God in the human soul.
35. Individuals who signed contracts to cover the cost of transportation to the colonies 

were called: indentured servants
36.The Treaty of Tordesillas established which of the following? already discussed
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37.What is the name of the founding father of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits)? Ignatius 
Loyola

38.Discuss some of the notable differences (geographical, religious, political or 
otherwise) between New Spain, New France, New Netherland, and New England.

a. New Spain (2pts): Catholic, missions, building, south
b. New France (2pts): Catholic, Quebec
c. New Netherland (2pts): Protestant, religious quasi-tolerance
d. New England (2pts): Protestant, Puritan stronghold

39.What was the Cambridge Platform (1648)? Author: Richard Mather; rejected 
congregational autonomy

40.What was the name of the first domine to lead a congregation of the Dutch 
Reformed Church in America? Johannes Michelius

41.The Puritan movement began in: Elizabethan England
42.Working closely with Sir Walter Raleigh in 1584, Richard Hakluyt presented 

to Queen Elizabeth A Discourse Concerning Western Planting. Here he 
pleaded for what was to become England’s distinctive approach to the New 
World: colonizing Virginia? 

43.Why did Increase Mather return to England in 1688? to negotiate Massachusetts’s 
recently revoked charter

44.Puritans were: religious reformers who wanted to purge the Church of England 
from its Catholic corruptions, zealous Protestants, Calvinists who followed the 
Reformed theology of the Franco-Swiss Reformer John Calvin

45.The Selling of Joseph? (1pt each)
a. Who? (its author): Samuel Sewall
b. What? The first pamphlet condemning slavery and the African slave trade. 

The story of Joseph is alluded to in an allegorical sense to reflect on the 
hypocrisy in Puritan society, namely, the African slave trade.

c. When? circa 1700
d. Where? Colonial Massachusetts, more specifically, Cambridge
e. Why? Rejects the notion that Africans suffered under the “curse of Ham” 

(the idea that the son of Noah was not covered by the blood of Christ) and 
we are therefore morally obligated to enslave them. Rejects the notion that 
the slave trade could be justified because it brought pagans to the gospel. 
Even if Abraham had owned slaves, the Israelites were strictly forbidden 
from buying or selling each other as slaves. Thus, all men are co-heirs and 
slavery is wrong.

46. Identify the following quotation: “While I plead the Cause of Truth and 
Innocencie against the bloody Doctrine of Persecution for cause of conscience, I 
judge it not unfit to give alarme to my selfe, and all men to prepare to be 
persecuted or haunted for cause of conscience.” (1pt each)

a. Who? Roger Williams
b. What? a book arguing for a “wall of separation” between church and state
c. When? 1644
d. Where? Massachusetts Bay Colony? Colonial New England
e. Why? the relationship between civil and ecclesiastical powers – argues 

against state sponsorship of religion
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Mid-Term Exam (Review Sheet)
Your mid-term, which is cumulative, will have two sections: A take-home section and an 
in-class section.

Section 1 (take-home): What role, if any, did religion play in the American Revolution? 
Your two-page, typed response must be written in formal academic prose, i.e., no bullet 
points!  Same format  as  always.  Your  written  narrative  must  proceed chronologically, 
beginning with the Great Awakening (ca. 1740) and ending in the wake of the American 
Revolution  (ca.  1800).  Thus,  if  you were to  answer  in  the affirmative (that  religious 
issues, though not the only cause, were at the root of much of the conflict), you would 
then have to structure your narrative from the Great Awakening (and its institutional  
effects) to, for example, Jefferson’s Statute for Establishing Religious Freedom (1786). 
Your succinct essay ought to including the following figures: George Whitfield, Jonathan 
Edwards, James Davenport, Charles Chauncy, Jonathan Mayhew, John Witherspoon, and 
Thomas Jefferson, and their principal publications, for which see below. 

Always identify your cast of characters when introducing them. For example: In 1750 
Jonathan Mayhew, pastor of the West (Congregational) Church in Boston, preached that 
… 
OR 
Writing  in  the  wake  of  the  Revolution,  Thomas  Jefferson,  chief  architect  of  the 
Declaration of Independence, argued that …
Always identify your cast of characters!

Section 2 (in-class): Your in-class exam will consist primarily of matching and multiple-
choice questions. Among the key historical figures are: 
Jonathan Mayhew: Discourse Concerning Unlimited Submission
Thomas Jefferson: Statute for Establishing Religious Freedom in Virginia, chief architect 

of the Declaration of Independence, 
John Witherspoon: president of Princeton, Scots Presbyterian, 1774,  The Dominion of  

Providence over the Passions of Men, justified armed resistance against the King
George Whitfield: 
James Davenport: wild-eyed fanatic of Great Awakening, declared insane by civil and 

ecclesiastical  authorities  and  wife,  polarity  between  pro-revivalists  such  as 
Jonathan Edwards and anti-revivalists such as Charles Chauncy

Increase Mather: 
Jonathan Edwards: Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God
Charles Chauncy: Jonathan Edwards’s chief opponent, opposed Great Awakening revival
Samuel Sewall: The Selling of Joseph, judge, New England, 1700, first anti-slavery tract 

in the New World
Roger Williams: The Bloudy Tenent of Persecution
William Penn: 
Richard Mather: 

Arrange them in chronological order
Match them to their principal publication(s)
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New Spain Outline
Historical Introduction on the History of Christianity
Roman Emperor Constantine (r. 306-37)
Moved headquarters of Roman Empire from Rome to Byzantium (Constantinople 
[Istanbul])
Split Eastern Orthodoxy from Roman Catholicism
Roman Emperor Theodosius (r. 379-95)
380 – Roman Catholic Church the only legitimate religion
Established “Christendom”
16th century - Great Schism between Catholicism and Protestantism

Historical Introduction on the Religious Landscape of New Spain
The Spanish domains which became parts of the United States were all 
borderlands. The most important institutions peculiar to the borderlands were the 
presidio and the mission. The former was the military outpost, consisting of an 
unruly company of soldiers which the padres wanted to keep as far from the 
Indians as possible, and a commander whose efforts to aggrandize his power 
and profit often precipitated a clash with the clerics. The mission, on the other 
hand, represented the religious and educational – and thus the civilizing – forces 
on this remote frontier. In addition to these major institutions, there were many 
private ranches, or encomiendas, often origination with generous grants and 
almost invariable dependent on Indian labor. Finally, there were the widely 
scattered towns which grew up around military or governmental centers and 
became by a natural process the centers of trade and of whatever social life 
existed. There were, properly speaking, no cities in the borderlands except 
perhaps New Orleans, but it was Spanish only from 1763 to 1800. 

Christopher Columbus (1451-1506)
“Admiral of the Ocean Sea”
An Italian mariner, sailing under a Spanish flag, who wanted to go east by sailing 
west
Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)
Considered colonization as a holy alliance between church and state

Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)

Hernando Cortéz (1485-1547)
Spanish Conquistador and Conqueror of Mexico and the Aztec empire 
(remembered for their Egyptian-like pyramids)
Invaded and conquered the Aztec empire of ca. 5 Mil. people with less than 600 
soldiers, 20 horses, and 10 small cannons
Obliterated a loose confederation of more or less antonymous indigenous tribal 
groups from central Mexico to the Yucatan Peninsula
Dismantled Aztec temples and built Catholic cathedrals 
His conquests led to ca. 300 years of Spanish (Catholic) domination
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Mexican Primers (c. 1900)

Juan Ponce de León (1474-1521)
Spanish explorer and conquistador
First Governor of Puerto Rico (1509-12; 1515-19)
First European to set foot in Florida (1513)
"Pascua de Florida" (feast of flowers): St Augustine, FL 

Bartholomew Las Casas (1474-1566)
“Defender of the Indians”
A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies
Asked “whether it could be worse to give the Indians into the charge of the devils 
of hell than to the Christians of the Indies.” 
Sublimis Deus (1537): Indians should not “in any way be enslaved”
Accidentally exchanged one evil for another - Slavery 

Spain’s Southwest Missions
Keen on construction: Spanish missions
Santa Fe (Holy Faith), established 1610

Eusebio Kino (1645-1711)
Father Eusebio Francisco Kino (1645-1711), an Italian-born Jesuit priest and 
former royal cosmographer in the service of Spain, explored Pimería Alta in 
present-day southern Arizona and northern Mexico in the 1680s and 1690s. 
Because Kino was a skilled cartographer, his maps and writings added greatly to 
the knowledge of the Southwest. For example, on an earlier mission to Baja 
California in 1683-85, he determined that California was not an island.Father 
Kino founded numerous missions and won many converts among the natives, 
whose customs he respected. He founded the mission of San Xavier del Bac in 
1700 on the Santa Cruz River, near present-day Tucson, part of a chain of 
missions extending from Sonora and Baja California into Arizona. Kino 
introduced horses, cattle, and new crops such as wheat to the native peoples of 
the Pima region. Jesuit priest, itinerant evangelist, explorer, map-maker, 
mathematician, author, and astronomer. His largest and best know (and still 
extant) mission is San Xavier del Bac (Tucson, AZ)
Treaty of Tordesillas (1494): “papal line of demarcation”: north-south line west of 
which all lands discovered would belong to Spain, east of which all such lands 
would belong to Portugal
New France Outline
Jacques Cartier (1491-1557)
1534, sailed past fishing banks into straits between Newfoundland and Labrador

Montaigne compares “barbaric” cannibalism in the New World to those who 
sanctioned torture (in the name of God) in the Old World

The idea that God had given the land to Europeans
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Motive for European explorers was to find the Northwest Passage
St. Lawrence River – fur trade

Edict of Nantes (1598) granted French Protestants (Huguenots) the right to 
practice their religion until revoked in 1685

Differences between the colonization efforts of New Spain, New France, New 
Netherlands, and New England: geography, motivation

Samuel de Champlain (ca. 1567-1635), “The Father of New France”, founded 
Quebec City on 3 July 1608

Society of Jesus (Jesuits) – founded by Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556) in 1540, a 
Christian male religious order of the Roman Catholic Church, evangelized 
Indians heavily

Jean de Brebeuf (1593-1649), “The Apostle of the Hurons”, and Isaac Jogues 
(1607-46) were captured, tortured, and subsequently canonized, along with 
seven other Catholic missionaries, who became known as the North American 
Martyrs or Canadian Martyrs
Jesuits brought a disease, Hurons blamed epidemic on God in the form of Jesuit 
representatives, Jesuits ministered to sick but were martyred anyway

Kateri Tekakwitha (1656-80), baptized as Catherine Tekakwitha and informally 
known as Lily of the Mohawks, beatified by Pope John Paul II in 1980 and 
canonized by Pope Benedict XVI at Saint Peter's Basilica on 21 October 2012

Jacques Marquette (1637-75), a French Jesuit missionary who founded 
Michigan’s first European settlement, Sault Ste. Marie, with his travelling-
companion, Louis Joliet, was the first European to explore and map the northern 
portion of the Mississippi River

Similarities between New Spain and New France
Seeking a Northwest Passage
Catholicism

Differences
Geography (Spain targeted the South, France the North)
Hence, topography (Spain brought horses, France navigated waterways)

Key Terms
Beatified (Beatification): 
Canonization (or canonization) is the act by which a Catholic or Orthodox church 
declares a deceased person to be a saint, upon which declaration the person is 
included in the canon, or list, of recognized saints.
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Edict of Nantes (1598): granted France’s Protestants (Huguenots) the right to 
practice their faith and maintain defensive garrisons. King Louis XIV revoked the 
Edict in 1685. Hundreds of thousands of French Protestants fled France. Some 
made their way to North America, settling in William Penn’s newly founded 
colony of Pennsylvania. 
Indian tribes:
Algonquian: 
Chippewas: 
Hurons:
Illinois:
Iroquois:
Mohawk
Sioux:
Martyrdom (Martyr): 
Society of Jesus (Jesuits): Founded in 1540 by Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556) and 
became one of the most rigorous missionary instruments of the Catholic Counter 
Reformation 
Ursulines:
New Netherland and the Dutch Origins of American Religious Liberty
The Dutch brought tolerance and religious diversity to America and became part 
of that diversity. New Netherland split into NY, NJ, Pennsylvania, Delaware 
(middle colonies).

Amsterdam was the center of 17th-century world trade (previously Antwerp).
The Dutch Revolt
On 10 July 1584, Prince William of Orange, the leader of the resistance to the 
rule of Spain in the Low Countries, was assassinated at Delft. As a consequence, 
the Spanish Governor, the Duke of Parma, was able to make steady advances, 
and both Brussels and Antwerp capitulated to his forces in the following year.
The States General now met at The Hague in Holland, and represented only the 
seven provinces in the Union of Utrecht (Holland, Zeeland, Utrecht, Gelderland, 
Overijssel, Friesland and Groningen). Count Maurice of Nassau (the second son 
of the assassinated former leader) was appointed Stadtholder by the States 
General in November 1585, and in December English troops under Robert 
Dudley, Earl of Leicester, were despatched by Queen Elizabeth I to assist the 
Dutch rebels. In 1588 Catholic Spain responded by sending an Armada to invade 
Protestant England.
The provinces of the Union of Utrecht eventually became a separate state, called 
the United Provinces of the Netherlands, or more briefly, the Dutch Republic. 
Spain formally recognised Dutch independence in 1648 at the conclusion of the 
Eighty Years' War (1568-1648).
The mission at The Hague was regarded as one of the most important on 
account of the long close alliance with the United Provinces, and its position as a 
centre for news and intelligence. When King George I or King George II were in 
Hanover, it was customary for one of the two Secretaries of State to travel with 
the King and for the other to remain in Whitehall, and the British representative at 
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The Hague would usually communicate with both secretaries, often sending 
duplicate despatches.
Fishing for Souls (Matthew 4:19) (painting of Catholics and Protestants fishing for 
men)
The Calvinist (Reformed) Church
-Union of Utrecht (1579): Article 13 guaranteed religious liberty (or freedom of 
conscience)
-John Calvin (1509-64): Franco-Swiss Reformer whose Institutes of the Christian 
Religion (1536) is generally regarded as on the greatest works to emerge from 
the Reformation (this is important for the test)
-Reformed (or Calvinist) tradition is particularly important to the English-speaking 
world
Calvinist-influenced anti-Catholic legislation sporadically enforced
Dutch Tolerance
-Freedom (or liberty) of conscience was guaranteed in the Union of Utrecht 
(1579) (Article 2 opposed the re-establishment of Catholicism)
 -What I am calling “Dutch tolerance” the Dutch themselves called liberty of 
conscience or freedom of belief (gewetensvrijheid or geloofsvrijheid)
Leiden University
-Founded in 1575, in the wake of the Dutch Revolt against Catholic Spain, and 
built upon a Protestant foundation (Praesidium Libertatis “Bastion of Freedom”)
-Intellectual center of the Dutch Reformed Church and a leading center of study 
for Reformed Protestants internationally
-Dilemma of Dutch tolerance: professors had to be members of the Reformed 
church, but students could be of any faith, including Catholicism and Judaism
English Reformed Church of Leiden
-Founded in 1607; lasted for 200 yrs
-One of many such Reformed Churches (English-Scottish or other) in the Dutch 
Republic
-State-supported: ministers’ salaries were paid by the state, which also provided 
the Reformed communities with church buildings
-Never compel another to deny his faith, but kind of make it difficult for him to 
practice it
Romans 13
-Verse 1: “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no 
power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.” 
-Verse 2: “Whoseover therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of 
God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.”
-Reinforced by Dutch Reformed Confession of Faith (Confessio Belgica), Article 
36
New Netherland
-East India Company (VOC)
-West India Company (WIC): oversaw an empire that, at its peak, stretched from 
Angola and West Africa to Brazil, the Caribbean, and North America
-New Amsterdam (New York) was the capital of New Netherland
The Religious Landscape of New Netherland
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-The first ordained clergyman, Jonas Michaelius (1603-70), arrived in April of 
1628
-He was the first Domine (from the Dutch, meaning “Pastor,” “Minister”) to lead a 
congregation of the Dutch Reformed Church in America
-In 1629 the Dutch Reformed Church received official recognition as the 
established church of New Netherland 
Petrus Stuyvesant (1529-1672)
-Dutch Director-General of the colony of New Netherland (1647-64)
-Sought to reinforce Calvinist hegemony
-Denied religious freedom to Quakers and Jews, among others
Sephardic Jews
-Descendants of Spanish, Portuguese Jews expelled from Iberian Peninsula in 
late 1400s 
-100,000 Jews were expelled from Spain in 1492 for refusing to convert to 
Christianity in Catholic Spain during the Inquisition
-Entered New Netherland via Dutch Brazil
English Puritans
-Entered New Netherland via New England
-Ultimately, six English villages were founded in New Netherland, with names 
evoking towns and cities in Holland and Zeeland as well as local geography. Five 
were on Long Island: Vlissingen (Flushing), Middelburgh (Newtown), and 
Rustdorp (Peace Village, now Jamaica) in what is today Queens; ‘s-Gravesande 
(Gravesend) in what is now Brooklyn; and Heemstede (Hempstead) in today’s 
Nassau County, near the border with Queens. A sixth, Oostdorp (East Village), 
was established in what is now Westchester. A few English also lived in New 
Amsterdam and the Dutch Hudson Valley Settlements.
English Conquest
-In 1664 the English conquered the Dutch New Netherland Colony and it became 
a proprietary colony of the Duke of York 
-Stuyvesant’s godly colony came to an end on 27 August 1664, when he signed 
the Articles of Capitulation on the Reduction of New Netherland, surrendering the 
colony he had governed for a decade and a half to an English invasion force
-The colony became New York, and New Amsterdam became New York City 
Quakers
Key Terms
Anglicanism (Anglicans): members of the Church of England
Calvinists (also called the Reformed faith or Reformed tradition):
Calvinist Church/Reformed Church: publieke kerk “official church” of Dutch 
Republic
Calvinist hegemony: 
Catholicism (Catholics):
Christianity (Christians): 
Connivance: 
-Dutch Republic; United Provinces of the Netherlands; United Provinces; The 
Netherlands; Low Countries; Republic of the Seven United Provinces; Republic 
of the United Provinces; Holland (within which are the cities of Amsterdam, 
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Leiden, Rotterdam, The Hague, et al) was the most powerful province during the 
Early Modern Period
Dutch Revolt (against the king of Spain):
Judaism (Jews):
Lutheranism (Lutherans):
Peace of Westphalia (1648): put an end to the Dutch war against Spain
Pilgrims (English Separatists): 
Presbyterianism (Presbyterians):
Protestantism (Protestants):
-Puritanism (Puritans): English Puritans considered the Republic, with its 
dominant Calvinist Church, as a Protestant Paradise
Toleration/Freedom of Conscience 
Quakerism (Quakers):
-Sephardic Jews: Coming initially in the 1590s as Portuguese merchants and 
Christian converts, the so-called “New Christians,” Sephardic Jews in fact, were 
welcomed by the Regents of Holland but where strongly opposed by the 
Reformed clergy. When the conversos reverted to the open practice of Judaism, 
reaction for the Reformed Church was fierce. 
Synod of Dort (1618):
-United Provinces: The seven northern provinces of the Low Countries that 
successfully revolted against Spanish rule in the late sixteenth century and 
became the modern nation of the Netherlands.  
-Union of Utrecht (1579): Article 13 of the Treaty of Union stipulated that the 
United Provinces should fully recognize individual freedom of conscience but left 
each individual province free to do as it wished within its frontiers concerning 
religious affairs. There was only one restriction: article 2 explicitly opposed the re-
establishment of Catholicism as the only religion. As early as 1580, the public 
practice of Catholicism was forbidden for political reasons. 
British Atlantic: The Tudors
King Henry VIII (r. 1509-47)
He wrote Defense of the Seven Sacraments, which earned him the title Fidei 
Defensor “Defender of the Faith” from a grateful Pope Leo X (r. 1513-21)

King’s Great Matter
Henry’s determination to divorce Catherine
Henry desired an annulment
Unfortunately for him, Leo X’s successor, Pope Clement VII (r. 1523-34), was a 
virtual prisoner of the Habsburg King of Spain and Holy Roman Emperor Charles 
V (r. 1519-56)
Charles V was Catherine of Aragon’s nephew
As long a Charles supported Catherine and his forces occupied Rome, a papal 
annulment was out of the question
Turning his back on Rome and its religion, Henry declared himself “Supreme 
Head of the Church in England,” thereby separating England from Papal 
authority
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Henry’s wives: Catherine of Aragon (divorced), Anne Boleyn (beheaded), Jane 
Seymour (died), Anne of Cleves (divorced), Catherine Howard (beheaded), 
Catherine Parr (succeeded him); other partners: Elizabeth Blount, Mary Boleyn?

Monarchical Reformation
The English Reformation was an act of state “Monarchical Reformation”, not a 
religious movement of the people as in mainland Europe
Succession Act (1534) made the crown pass to Henry VIII’s children
Supremacy Act (1534) recognized him as supreme head of the church in place of 
the pope
Treason Act (1534) made denying his supremacy an act of treason
Sir Thomas More, among others, refused to take the oath and was arrested, 
tried, and executed for treason
In 1539 Parliament passed the Act of Six Articles
Many Protestants referred to the Six Articles as “the bloody whip with six strings”
Henry VIII may have taken England out of the Catholic community in the 1530s, 
but, theologically speaking, his church still retained many of the Rites and 
Ceremonies of Roman Catholicism, as evidenced by the Six Articles
“Cut off the head of Catholicism, but retained the body.”

King Edward VI (r. 1547-53) – the “Boy King”, Henry VIII’s much-anticipated son
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer, the chief architect behind the 
late King’s annulment, began to introduce a series of reforms

Archbishop Cranmer
Archbishop Cranmer drew up a new liturgy for the Anglican church, embodied in 
the Prayer Books of 1549 and 1552, and produced the Forty-Two Articles, 
defining the Church of England’s new doctrinal stance
These documents were largely incorporated into the 1559 Book of Common 
Prayer (the authorized service book of the English Church) and the Thirty-Nine 
Articles of 1563, which defined its doctrine (and continue to do so to this day)
The Acts of Uniformity of 1549 and 1552 were intended to begin the process of 
compulsory reform

Queen Mary I (r. 1553-58)
“Bloody Mary”
Devoted Catholic
Reversed the Protestant policies of her father (Henry VIII) and her brother 
(Edward VI)
Replaced Protestants with Catholics
Imprisoned a number of prominent Protestants
Repealed most the Protestant legislation
Executed over 300 Protestants, including Cranmer
More than 800 Protestants, hoping to save their own necks, fled to the continent

Queen Elizabeth I (r. 1558-1603)
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Restored Protestantism
Book of Common Prayer (1559)
Act of Supremacy (1559)
Act of Uniformity (1559)
Iconoclasts (image smashers)

Elizabethan England
In 1570 Pope Pius V (1566-72) issued the papal bull Regnans in Excelsis or 
“ruling from on high” (a reference to God) against the Protestant Queen 
Papal Bull: an official proclamation issued by the Pope
The bull declared that Elizabeth had “seized the crown and monstrously usurped 
the place of supreme head of the Church in all England” 
It excommunicated Elizabeth, deprived her of “her pretended title” to the Crown, 
and absolved Catholics from their obligations to the government

The Puritan Movement in Elizabethan England
Puritans were, as their name suggests, religious reformers who wanted to purge 
the Church of England from its Catholic corruptions; its “smells and bells”
Puritans were zealous Protestants 
Theologically speaking, Puritans were Calvinists who followed the Reformed 
theology of the Franco-Swiss Reformer John Calvin
His Institutes of the Christian Religion, which lays out the foundational principles 
of Christianity, is the crowning publication of his career; it was first published, in 
Latin, in 1536

Puritanism in Elizabethan England
Puritans were religious purists
“the hotter sort of Protestants”
“the godly”
Considered the Church of England as “but halfly reformed” 
Wanted to purge the Church of England from anything that reeked of Roman 
Catholicism

Anglicans (Members of the Church of England)
Anglicanism, in its structures, theology and forms of worship, is commonly 
understood as a distinct Christian tradition representing a middle ground between 
what are perceived to be the extremes of the claims of 16th century Roman 
Catholicism and the Lutheran and Reformed varieties of Protestantism of that era
As such, it is often referred to as being a via media (or “middle way”) between 
these traditions
The Puritans wanted to move the English Church further away from Rome and 
closer to Geneva – that is, further away from Roman Catholicism and closer to 
Calvin’s Geneva
Unable to accomplish their God-ordained mission in England, many of them 
picked up their cross, took a leap of faith and went into exile
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For “The Glory of God and the Good of my Country”: 
The Promotion of English Colonization
Richard Hakluyt the Younger (1552-1616)
Publications include: Discourse Concerning Western Planting (1584); Principal 
Navigations … (1589) (described colonization of North America)
Samuel Purchas (1577-1626)
Publications include: Purchas his Pilgrimage (1613); Purchas his Pilgrimes 
(1625)

British Atlantic: The Stuarts
King James VI of Scotland & I of England (r. 1603-25)
Crowns of England and Scotland united in 1603; Parliaments united in 1607 to 
create Great Britain
Authorized the first English translation of the Bible
In 1606 chartered two companies to support settlements in North America: 
London investors incorporated the Virginia Company (named for Elizabeth “The 
Virgin Queen”) to colonize Virginia
1607: Jamestown: stockade, 100 settled but only 34 remained, 220 colonists 
later left 60 alive, abandoned in 1611 to settle downstream, reoccupied by new 
ships full of colonists so 10,000 in total but only 20% left in 1622, Anglicanism 
with parishes encompassing all residents, clergy salaries paid in tobacco, 
Virginia parishioners members of a religious world centered in England
Plymouth Company to colonize farther north
1620: Mayflower, 150 passengers (50 from Leyden, Pilgrims), Cape Cod, far 
from Episcopal tyranny, Plymouth Colony in New England (later absorbed into 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, first Thanksgiving in 1622

Nathaniel Bacon, who traveled across Europe for four years at age 16, took 
detailed notes of his travels, led an ill-fated campaign against the Indians, then 
died of dysentery in Jamestown

Difference between Pilgrims and Puritans: Pilgrims’ entire congregation went to 
Leyden for a decade, Pilgrims at Plymouth were Separatists; Puritans separated 
physically from England and were “loud-mouthed troublemakers”

King Charles I (r. 1625-49)
Chartered the Massachusetts Bay Company in 1629
King of England during the Civil Wars (1640s)
Executed in 1649

John Winthrop (1588-1649)
Leader of the Great Migration – mass exodus of Puritans from old England to 
New England (1630s), who considered themselves very much part of the Church 
of England, but the “pure” section thereof, emigrated with a charter for the 
Massachusetts Bay Company in order to found a “pure” government, brought 
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their families and had a comparatively high rate of population increase, most 
family-centered emigration in America’s history
Leading figure in the founding of the Massachusetts Bay Colony
1st (and many times) Governor of MA

Key Terms
Act of Supremacy (1534):
The Life and Times of Richard Mather (1596-1669):
A Transatlantic Perspective of New England Puritanism

The Great Migration (1630s)
Pilgrims and Puritans
The Puritans, unlike the Pilgrims at Plymouth, were not Separatists 
The Puritans believed the Church of England was a true church, “but halfly 
reformed”
The Puritans wanted to PURIFY the Church of England from its medieval 
corruptions, namely the rites and rituals of Roman Catholicism

The Intellectual Links between Cambridge University and Harvard College
Harvard College (1636)
Reverend John Harvard: Founding Father of Harvard College; an alumnus of 
Cambridge University; Harvard is seated in Cambridge, Massachusetts
7 of the 9 members of Harvard’s first graduating class (1642) returned to 
England, as did at least 14 of the 24 graduates from the next 5 years
Among them were the Mather brothers – the sons of Richard Mather: Samuel, 
Nathaniel, and Increase

Puritans and the English Civil Wars (1640s)
King Charles I (r. 1625 – 49)
Civil Wars, which were at once both civil and religious, were fought between 
Anglican monarchists and Puritan parliamentarians
Executed in 1649 for “treason, tyranny, and bloodshed” against his people
The Church of England, along with the monarchy, was abolished 
Leaving the national Church without its spiritual head – its Fidei Defensor 
(Defender of the Faith)
Cambridge Platform legislated orthodoxy

Interregnum (1650s)
Oliver Cromwell: English military and political leader and later Lord Protector of 
the Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland
Nearly half of New England’s Harvard-trained graduates returned to the British 
Isles in the 1650s to participate directly in the Commonwealth and Cromwellian 
Protectorate 
Among them were the Mather brothers: Samuel, Nathaniel and Increase

The Life and Times of Increase Mather (1639-1723):
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A Transatlantic Perspective of New England Puritanism

Increase Mather
Youngest of six Mather brothers
B.A. from Harvard in 1656
M.A. from Trinity College in 1659
Married to Maria
England was a republic led by Cromwell, the king and archbishop having been 
executed
New England Congregationalism still a vocal minority

The Restoration (1660s)
King Charles II (r. 1660 – 85) restored Anglicanism
Act of Uniformity (1662)
Over 2,000 Puritans ejected from their livelihoods for nonconformity (1660-62)
Deprived on their livings, many fled abroad

Population Statistics (1660s)
Boston, MA: 2,500 (frontier town)
Leiden: 65,000
Rotterdam: 45,000
Amsterdam: 200,000
London, England: 400,000

Revocation of the Massachusetts Bay Charter (1684)
MA was incorporated, along with the other New England colonies and then NY, 
into the Dominion of New England
Mather returned to England in 1688 to negotiate the colony’s recently revoked 
charter
Returned to New England in 1692
“Crescentius Matherus”

Letter from Increase Mather to Abraham Kick, 20 November 1683, regarding 
Mather’s Diatriba de Signo Filii Hominis, et de Secundo Messiae Adventu 
(Discussion of the Sign of the Son of Man, and the Second Coming of the 
Messiah)  
Witchcraft and Cases of Conscience in Salem: Cases of Conscience Concerning 
Evil Spirits (1692) (“Salem Witch Trials” 1692-3)

1688 Glorious Revolution (Protestant prince William III of Orange conquered 
Catholic king James II)

Kick, by the way, was a well-connected English coffee merchant in Amsterdam
The Selling of Joseph and slavery in colonial New England
Who? Author = Judge Sewall
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What? The first pamphlet condemning slavery and the African slave trade. The 
story of Joseph is alluded to in an allegorical sense to reflect on the hypocrisy in 
Puritan society, namely, the African slave trade. 
When? Circa 1700
Where? Colonial Massachusetts, more specifically, Cambridge
Why? 
The numerousness of slaves (estimated that between 1676-1708, slave 
population of Massachusetts more than doubled from 200 to 550)
Why were they in Massachusetts? Not growing tobacco as in Chesapeake; 
instead, building ships, domestic servants. 
Indentured servants served a given number of years, then were free. Slaves, 
however, were purchased for life. 
Family-centered emigration, and family-centered slave importing, ensured rapid 
increase. 
Joseph was sold into slavery by his jealous brothers. 
Four objections:
Rejects the notion that Africans suffered under the “curse of Ham” (the idea that 
the son of Noah was not covered by the blood of Christ) and we are therefore 
morally obligated to enslave them. 
Rejects the notion that the slave trade could be justified because it brought 
pagans to the gospel. 
Even if Abraham had owned slaves, the Israelites were strictly forbidden from 
buying or selling each other as slaves. 
Thus, all men are co-heirs and slavery is wrong. 
The American Civil War would not be fought for another several decades. After a 
few more years, importing slaves was outlawed, but natural increase kept the 
slave population increasing until slavery itself was outlawed. 
Cotton Mather, whose father Increase was the president of Harvard, criticized 
this pamphlet. 
Judge Sewall quotes the Bible to ridicule slavery, but Cotton Mather argued 
otherwise. 
1603-83

Roger Williams
founder of Rhode Island and of religious liberty
coined the phrase “wall of separation between church and state”
graduated Cambridge in 1627
1630s, Great Migration, the decade in which 20,000 people moved from old 
England to New (family-centered)
followed future governor John Winthrop to Massachusetts Bay, but soon 
denounced it as a flawed “city on a hill”
“dissenter extraordinaire”
reputation for godliness established in Puritan circles; extreme views on religious 
government less well known
Separatist – physically and spiritually separated himself from the Church of 
England
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felt that the first five commandments were moral issues only and should not be 
enforced by the state
Williams called on Salem church to separate from rest of Massachusetts 
congregations
in October 1635, Williams was banished from Massachusetts for proselytizing 
individuals with dangerous and heretical doctrines
settled at headwaters of Narragansett, wrote A Key into the Language of 
America, built a community
Williams spoke many Biblical, European, and American languages; negotiated 
between English and Native Americans during wars
helped to found first Baptist church in New World; left 4 months later and prayed 
only with his wife for the rest of his life
returned to England during civil war
wrote Bloudy Tenent of Persecution – the relationship between civil and 
ecclesiastical powers – argues against state sponsorship of religion
The theology of religious intoleration
Augustine of Hippo (354-430): Bishop of Hippo Regius in Roman North Africa 
(present-day Algeria)
Compelle Intrare (Luke 14:23)
Romans 13:1 “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no 
power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.” 
13:4 Civil rulers “beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a 
revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.”
conscience as the voice of God - “for conscience’ sake”
ministers were appointed by the crown
in Massachusetts, a tithe-tax supported the ministers; it was decreed that all non-
members must attend church and pay for the preaching

Quakerism
Pennsylvania
William Penn (1644-1718) 
The “Holy Experiment”
In early modern England at this time, there was a strong centralized government 
that outlawed and crushed any religious minorities. 
By the 1650s, many of these persecuted groups came out of the woodwork. At 
this time, the Quakers emerged (among others). The Quakers not only survived 
but thrived. 
Roger Williams’s stance on Quakers in Rhode Island: 
The “Inner Light” was God (the Holy Spirit) speaking directly to a Quaker and 
being obeyed immediately. 
Penn was a prolific polemicist. Printing, like preaching, had to be licensed by the 
state at this time. 
First pamphlet: “Truth Exalted”
Quakers denied the Trinity. (“Sandy Foundation Shaken” refuted the doctrine of 
the Trinity.)
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“No Cross, No Crown,” written while in jail, rejected “hat-honour, titular-respects, 
you to a single person, … [and] the apparel and recreations of the times”
William Penn was a polyglot and had a photographic memory, which he used to 
ridicule his opponents. 
Who, What, When, Where, Why of Liberty of Conscience
Who: William Penn
What: a religious tract that had political inspiration, motivation
Argument against the intrusion of civil powers into the tender areas of religious 
conscience
Written in prison
Maryland, another proprietary colony, owned by Lord Baltimore
Maryland offered freedom of worship to any Christian, but executed anyone 
denying the divinity of Christ. This Toleration Act was later revoked in the wake of 
the Restoration. 
Generally, toleration only extended to Trinitarian Christians at this time. 
Penn returned to England and found himself in the middle of the Glorious 
Revolution, in which William of Orange and his wife Mary overthrew the Catholic 
king. 
Accused of treason, thrown in jail, and died in debtors’ prison. 
His personal life was largely a disaster, but his ideas laid the foundation for 
religious liberty. 
By the time of the American Revolution, Pennsylvania was one of the largest 
colonies at 300,000, largely persecuted Protestant immigrants. Philadelphia was 
an intellectual center and a large trading center, an interval between England and 
the frontier. 


