
1. Will your party commit to meet or exceed BC’s legislated targets to cut global warming 
pollution? If so, what is your plan to ensure emission reductions targets are met?

Our government legislated the greenhouse gas reduction targets your question cites and we have 
a Climate Action Plan in place to achieve those goals. Our climate leadership is reflected in our 
government’s revenue-neutral carbon tax, and in our commitment to a carbon neutral government. 

Today’s BC Liberals believe that the carbon tax encourages conservation and GHG reduction by taxing 
greenhouse gas emissions while returning revenues to British Columbians through tax cuts. 
This puts B.C. at the forefront of combatting climate change and securing the environment for the future 
of our children.   

And we believe our plan is working.  A 2012 progress report showed that between 2007 and 2010, 
our province’s greenhouse gas emissions decreased 4.5 per cent at the same time that our population 
expanded and GDP increased. Today’s BC Liberals remain committed to reaching our legislated 
greenhouse gas emission targets in 2020 and 2050.

2. British Columbians have experienced the harmful economic, environmental and social costs 
of boom and bust resource cycles and short-sighted economic planning. How do you plan to 
create a secure and sustainable economy founded on good jobs and healthy communities?

Under our government’s leadership, investment is up, the number of jobs has increased and our 
communities are reinvigorated at a time of significant world-wide financial uncertainty.  

To protect ourselves from the economic downturn in the United States, we are expanding our markets 
to Asia. Our geographical advantage is the reason we have invested $22 billion in the Pacific Gateway.   
Diversifying our markets will address resource boom and bust cycles.

Ultimately, Today’s BC Liberals believe that we have a clear plan to control government spending, 
create jobs and keep the economy growing.   You can find out more by reading our platform at 
www.bcliberals.com

3. What will you do to ensure that aboriginal rights and title are upheld in decisions about 
resource development?

Today’s BC Liberals believe that partnerships with First Nations are the best way both to improve 
local economies and increase Aboriginal participation in economic opportunities. A predictable and 
consistent investment climate is crucial for industry.  But we won’t compromise our legal obligations and 
our government-to-government relationships with First Nations.

Under our government, British Columbia has become a leader in resource revenue sharing, signing non-
treaty agreements that bring economic benefits to First Nations more quickly than treaties.  As part of 
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the BC Jobs Plan, we committed to signing 10 new non-treaty agreements by 2015. We have already 
surpassed that goal a full two years ahead of schedule. 

Looking forward, Today’s BC Liberal government has committed to achieving another 10 non-treaty 
agreements in the next four years.

4. How will you protect BC communities and ecosystems from oil spills and groundwater 
contamination?

BC has an excellent regulator for oil and gas pipelines in our province with the B.C. Oil and Gas 
Commission, which regulates more than 39,000 kilometres of pipelines in the Province using a 
mature set of regulations and requirements that are designed to prevent oil spills and groundwater 
contamination.  Management plans must be in place to ensure pipeline integrity is maintained during 
the entire lifecycle of the pipeline so that hazards are identified and mitigated before the pipeline is 
allowed to operate.

Operators are required to report all incidents with the potential to affect the integrity of a pipeline to 
the Commission. If an incident occurs, it is investigated to not only ensure a spill or release is cleaned up, 
but the root cause must be fully addressed before operations resume.

For any new oil pipeline project in BC, Today’s BC Liberals have identified five minimum requirements 
that must be met:

1. Successful completion of the environmental review process;

2. World-leading marine oil spill response, prevention and recovery systems for B.C.'s coastline and 
ocean;

3. World-leading practices for land oil spill prevention, response and recovery systems;

4. Legal requirements are addressed for treaty rights and First Nations are provided with the 
opportunities, information and resources necessary to participate in and benefit from a heavy-oil 
project; and

5. British Columbia receives a fair share of the fiscal and economic benefits of a proposed heavy 
oil project that reflects the level, degree and nature of the risk borne by the province, the 
environment and taxpayers.

By using these principles, we will help prevent oil spills and groundwater contamination.
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How will you ensure that decisions about resource development will include the views of British 
Columbians who are impacted both locally and provincially?

British Columbians can participate in decision making on resource projects in a number of ways.

During the Environmental Assessment process, public comments are encouraged to ensure community 
values and local development issues are considered.  Comments are received through public meetings, 
open houses and other public forums arranged by a project proponent and/or the Environmental 
Assessment Office (EAO). Interested individuals can also write to the EAO during a public comment 
period.

Public participation gives proponents an opportunity to learn about and incorporate local information, 
priorities and concerns into their project design. 

5. How will you ensure that no one bears an unfair burden in the transition to a clean energy 
economy?

Today’s BC Liberals have put a price on pollution for the first time that will have the equivalent of taking 
800,000 cars off the road. Every dollar raised by taxing pollution is returned to British Columbians 
through $1.8 billion in income tax cuts and annual credits for low-income families, ensuring that no one 
bears an unfair burden.


