
1. Will your party commit to meet or exceed BC’s legislated targets to cut global warming pollution? If so, 
what is your plan to ensure emission reductions targets are met?

The BC Green party strongly believes that minimizing global warming is of enormous importance. Greens understand 
the need to price the cost of pollution and greenhouse emissions into the economy. We will emphasize energy 
conservation and alternative energy sources. Our package includes emission targets, regulation and taxation, 
transportation reforms, increased information sharing and coordination, and adaptation. 

In order to meet or exceed our emissions targets, the BC Greens plan to amend the Environmental Management 
Act to include GHG reduction regulations, mandate the Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change to 
audit GHG emissions and prescribe GHG remediation, and increase the carbon tax to $50/tonne and progressively 
increment the tax. We also plan to phase out $350M of subsidies to Oil and Gas companies.

The BC Greens are passionate about this topic and a full description of our policies on the matter can be found in our 
BC Green Book 2013 – online at http://www.greenparty.bc.ca/greenbook

2. British Columbians have experienced the harmful economic, environmental and social costs of boom 
and bust resource cycles and short-sighted economic planning. How do you plan to create a secure and 
sustainable economy founded on good jobs and healthy communities?

The BC Greens understand that a resource economy is not the way to ensure a future for BC. By investing in new 
infrastructure, green technology, retrofits of houses and buildings, and advanced education designed to educate 
young people and retrain skilled workers for the new economy, we can transform the BC economy.

A switch to clean industries and technologies; a re-investment in traditional industries like forestry, fisheries, and 
agriculture using sustainable practices; a return to local provision of social and health services; and support for 
arts and culture will create thousands of new jobs. All of these jobs mean money flowing through the economy 
and retaining that money in the local region. Greens plan to reduce taxes on businesses that are responsible and 
sustainable. We will work with business and industry to create lasting, skilled, and meaningful jobs. At the same time, 
we will reduce the emissions that are changing our climate. 

3. What will you do to ensure that aboriginal rights and title are upheld in decisions about resource 
development?

The BC Greens recognize the need to honour existing treaty rights and work in good faith with the federal 
government to settle the outstanding claims of First Nations and enact historic treaties.  We will honour BC’s fiduciary 
duty to aboriginal people by defining aboriginal title and rights in partnership with First Nations. BC Greens will 
implement the spirit of the Kelowna Accord, “The New Relationship”, and RCAP. Greens wish to work with First 
Nations as partners to ensure just consultation and accommodation of First Nations’ aspirations and co-management 
and equitable sharing of BC’s natural resources on traditional territories.

The current environmental assessment legislation and regulation has limited scope and restricts public participation. 
Under Greens, Environmental Assessments will assess all potential economic, environmental, and social effects 
as well as examining cumulative impacts. The EA process will evaluate alternatives to proposed projects, utilize a 
Watershed Based approach, and be inclusive of First Nations.

We will also couple reform in mining policy with recognition of First Nations’ title and rights, and require any third party 
applying for an exploration or development permit within a designated exploration area to submit a consent document 
issued by the affected First Nations 

BC Greens will also establish no-go mining zones, including land for unsettled First Nations’ land claims 

4. How will you protect BC communities and ecosystems from oil spills and groundwater contamination?

The Green Party understands that our continued prosperity and well-being depends on a strong economy based on 
and in a healthy environment. We will create a Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change and appoint an 
independent Commissioner of the Environment with responsibility to make sure resource development is undertaken 
in the public interest and to ensure compliance with environmental legislation.



BC Greens will make permanent the moratorium on offshore oil and gas exploration, offshore drilling, and tanker 
traffic to protect our coastal waters and marine wildlife 

Using current practices, fracking has an unacceptable impact on our fresh water resources due to the massive 
amounts of water used in the fracturing process. In addition, there are concerns about management of the 
contaminated water that returns to the surface. The BC Green Party will work with the fracking industry to ensure 
all environmental liabilities and health concerns are addressed before granting any new tenure agreements 
for unconventional natural gas development. Some of our efforts will include putting a moratorium on new gas 
exploration and drilling, and establishing industry responsibility for repairing the environmental damage from fracking 
operations.

BC Greens will also reform the Environmental Assessment (EA) process so that it considers all potential economic, 
environmental, and social impacts as well as the cumulative effects from all industrial activity within a region. 

5. How will you ensure that decisions about resource development will include the views of British 
Columbians who are impacted both locally and provincially?

The current environmental assessment legislation and regulation has limited scope and restricts public participation. 
BC Greens will appoint an independent Commissioner for Environment and Sustainability. Environmental 
assessments will assess all potential economic, environmental, and social effects as well as examining cumulative 
impacts. The EA process will evaluate alternatives to proposed projects; utilize a Watershed Based approach; be 
inclusive of local governments, First Nations, and public participation; and be part of a broader land-use and planning 
regime. 

Our reform of the Environmental Assessment (EA) process will consider all potential economic, environmental, and 
social impacts as well as the cumulative effects from all industrial activity within a region. 

6. How will you ensure that no one bears an unfair burden in the transition to a clean energy economy?

Under the BC Greens, a new Ministry of Environment, Energy and Climate Change will oversee a new BC Energy 
Authority. We will institute Regional Resource Management Boards that report to the BCEA for planning and approval 
of regional energy generation and distribution systems 

This redesign calls for power to: 
o Promote geothermal, solar, ocean, and wind power 
o Favour local generation projects 
o Develop co-operative and public ownership as well as Small and Independent Power Producers (IPPs & SPPs) 


