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Ruby

• Yukihiro Matsumoto (Matz)

• Perl-ish (and Lisp-ish, and Smalltalk-ish)

• -- With a little Python thrown in

• Flexible 

• Ducktyped



Ruby

• Concise and readable: 
It makes programmers happy.

• Extensible through gem’s

• Interpreted, not compiled



puts "Hello World!"



# Everything, including a literal, is an object, so this works:
-199.abs                                                # 199
"ruby is cool".length                               # 12
"Rick Astley".index("c")                           # 2



a = [1,'hi', 3.14, 1, 2, [4, 5]]
 
p a[2]             # 3.14
p a.reverse      # [[4, 5], 2, 1, 3.14, 'hi', 1]
p a.flatten.uniq # [1, 'hi', 3.14, 2, 4, 5]



my_hash = { :water => 'wet', :fire => 'hot' }
puts my_hash[:fire] # Prints:  hot
 
my_hash.each do |key, value|
  puts "#{key} is #{value}"
end
 
# Prints:  water is wet
#            fire is hot



Rails

• Framework based on MVC architecture

• DHH: David Heinemeier Hanson, Basecamp

• First released July 2004 as open source

• Convention over configuration

• Many! plugins available



Rails

• Includes prototype & scriptaculous

• Built-in 'scaffold' for creating basic CRUD 
application (more on this later)

• Integration with Java environment

• -- jRuby - Java implementation of Ruby 
language

• -- can drop a rails app packaged into 
a .war file onto an existing app server



Happy programming with 

Ruby on Rails 

David Heinemeier Hansson

Introducing a silver bullet
Motivation
Motivation is undoubtedly the 
single greatest influence on how 
well people perform. Most 
productivity studies have found 
that motivation has a stronger 
influence on productivity than 
any other factor. 
Steve McConnel, Rapid Development

Motivation comes 
from happiness 
Optimize for happiness
How?
Beautiful code
Your application is not 

a unique snowflake
What most people do the 
same most of the time
Convention 

over 

Configuration
http://app/weblog 

/app/views/weblog
http://app/weblog/show/5 

/app/views/weblog/show.rhtml

Flexibility is overrated
Constraints are liberating
Doing the right thing
Conventions
Conventions 

Invitations
Conventions 

Invitations 

Opportunities
Conventions 

Invitations 

Opportunities 

Expectations
More beauty
Finding the fit
You feel the hurt 

Lack of structure and consistency 

Degrading productivity over time 

Overburdened by complexity
You appreciate agile 

Unit and functional testing 

Domain models 

Database migrations
You can skip the vendor 

“I’m not here for you” 

Solutions to problems of contributors
Questions?
But does it scale?
Yes
Any other questions?
www.rubyonrails.org

from DHH’s “Happy Programming with Ruby on Rails”
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your_new_rails_project/
..../app
......../controller
......../helpers
......../models
......../views
............../layouts
..../components
..../config
..../db
..../doc
..../lib
..../log
..../public
..../script
..../test
..../tmp
..../vendor
README
Rakefile



IDEs

• TextMate (Mac Only)

• Aptana RadRails (Eclipse)

• NetBeans

• Roll your own (gEdit, jEdit, etc.)


