
Henry Porter, farmer, and one of the old settlers of District No. 9,
was born March 14, 1824, in Robertson County, Tenn., and is the son of
Benjamin and Mary (Bridges) Porter. The father was a native of Vir
ginia, born 1769, and was of English origin. He was a farmer by occu
pation, and when about twenty-four years old came to Davidson County,
Tenn.; afterward moved two miles east of Springfield, where he located
and remained until his career ended. ' At one time he owned upward of
3,000 acres, being one of the largest land-hoWers in the county. He
died October 18,1852. The mother was born in North Carolina in 1779,
and died August 15, 1847. The subject of our sketch was reared on a
farm and received his education in the country schools, and in the Lib
erty Academy at Springfield. March 9, 1845, he married Martha Jane
Clark, daughter of Daniel and Catharine (Henry) Clark. Mrs. Porter
was born June 20, 1823, in Henry County, Tenn., and to her union with
Mr. Porter were born these children: Julia R, Mary C, Archibald B.,
Daniel W., Newton W.i^HeniyJ.; James B. and Mat C. Julia is liv
ing in Nashville, Newton in Texas, and the remainder are at home.
After marriage Mr. Porter-lived with his parents for four years, at the
end of which time he erected a dwelling house on a portion of the old
homestead, his father giving .him 300 acres. In April, 1877, his house,
together with a portion of the contents, caught fire and was consumed.
Mr. Porter set about at once to rebuild. By the 26th of the following
month, he had built a large two-story frame dwelling, and there he has
since resided. Mr. Porter is one of Robertson County's old citizens, and
is highly esteemed as an honest and worthy member of society. In poli
tics he does not incline to either party, but always votes for principle
and not for party. His wife is a member of the Cumberland Presbyter
ian Church .7^ MfoPs»* f i t£ * / t£4&^ g^ ' ^^XaM^. &>^ '


