
Inspired by his own father’s naval service in World War II, the
popular “Men of Annapolis” TV program and a chance meeting

with Navy football legend Roger Staubach ’65, Admiral Timothy J.
Keating set his sights on the Academy at a young age. He excelled
as a midshipman, becoming a four-striper and playing a wide 
variety of intramural sports. Following graduation, he followed
service aboard the destroyer LeoNARd F. MASoN with an aviation
career, earning his wings in 1973 and eventually flying the A-7e
Corsair and F/A-18 during deployments to the Mediterranean,
Western Pacific and Indian ocean. 
         In the mid-1980s, Admiral Keating served as aide and flag
lieutenant to Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Command, before 
assuming command of Strike Fighter Squadron 87 and deploying
on THeodoRe RooSeVeLT. His subsequent commands included 
Carrier Air Wing Nine; Commander, Naval Strike and Air Warfare
Center; Commander, Carrier Group Five; Commander, U.S. Naval
Forces Central Command and U.S. Fifth Fleet; Commander; U.S.
Northern Command and North American Aerospace defense
Command (NoRAd); and Commander, U.S. Pacific Command,
from which he retired in 2009. other tours included head of the Aviation Junior officer
Assignments Branch of the Naval Military Personnel Command; Chief of Naval 
operations Fellow with the Strategic Studies Group; deputy director for operations,
operations directorate, Joint Staff; deputy Chief of Naval operations for Plans, Policy
and operations; and director, Joint Staff. 
         The first naval officer to 
command NoRAd, Admiral Keating
orchestrated a dramatic increase in
the collaboration among previously
disparate intelligence agencies 
including the FBI, CIA, dIA 
and local law enforcement. As 
Commander, Northern Command,
he worked extensively with the
Homeland Security leadership to
integrate intelligence programs and
organizations to provide effective
counter-terrorism strategy and
with the National Guard Bureau to
improve responses to natural disasters
throughout the United States. 
         While at Pacific Command, Admiral Keating visited more than 30 countries, several
frequently, to enhance our National defense Strategy. He was responsible for a dramatic
revision to the Pacific Command Strategy, emphasizing partnership, presence and power.
         Following his retirement from the Navy, Admiral Keating continued to serve as a
member of the Secretary of the Navy’s Advisory Panel, providing counsel on issues 
including the development of Chinese A2/Ad strategy to prevent U.S. intervention in
key areas and energy utilization in carrier strike groups. He also served as a member of
the defense Naval Intelligence Senior Advisory Group from 2014 to 2017, providing 
recommendations to the director of defense Naval Intelligence on counter-terrorism,
information assurance and other critical issues. 
         Admiral Keating continues to serve the Navy and Naval Academy communities
through his role as senior director of the Navy & Marine Association, a member of the
Wings over America Scholarship Foundation board, vice chairman of the U.S. Naval 
Institute and a Naval Academy Forrestal Lecturer. He also supports numerous organizations
as an international consultant and is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations. Admiral
Keating and his wife Wandalee live in Virginia Beach, VA, and have two grown children. 

“Tim Keating has demonstrated success and a

constancy of character in every position he has

held … Throughout a lifetime of honorable and

faithful service in and out of uniform, Tim has had 

a profound impact on our nation, and a positive 

influence on our armed forces.”  
—General Peter Pace ’67, USMC (Ret.) 

16th Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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