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John W. Ripley was born in West Virginia. As a young man he  
enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps, where his unique leadership 

qualities quickly became apparent. 

A year later, he earned an appointment to the United States Naval 
Academy as a member of the Class of 1962. At the academy, John excelled 
at meeting all types of challenges, setting a Brigade record for completion of 
the obstacle course. The Lucky Bag predicted when Rip returned to the 
Marines, he would be a fine addition to that service branch.

After graduation John went to sea with the Marine detachment of 
USS Independence. He married Moline on May 9, 1964.

Two years later, he reported to the Third Battalion, Third Marine 
Division in Vietnam, where he immediately engaged in dozens of 
combat operations. His strong leadership under hostile fire won him 
numerous citations and the respect of his men. 

By 1972, Colonel Ripley was among the few remaining American 
officers in Vietnam. On Easter Sunday, he single-handedly blew up 
a key bridge, stopping a North Vietnamese Army advance, earning 
John the Navy Cross and one of his Purple Hearts.

In 1984, John was assigned to serve his alma mater, as Director, 
Division of English and History, and Senior Marine at the U.S.  
Naval Academy.

The authors of the book The Marines recognized John as a 
“unique asset” to the Corps, with special qualifications in Airborne, 
SCUBA, Ranger, and the British Commando course.

Though he retired from active duty in 1992, Colonel Ripley 
remains an important part of the Naval Academy, while heading the 
U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center.

He was appointed to lead the important, yet difficult task of set-
ting and reviewing standards for honoring the sacrifice of alumni in 
Memorial Hall—a true labor of love for John Ripley.

Despite his busy schedule, John and his wife, Moline, enjoy 
spending as much time as possible with their four children and their 
families, including four grandchildren.

Colonel John W. Ripley is a distinguished graduate of uncommon 
valor, dedication and selfless service.


