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Minutes 

 
The U.S. Naval Academy Alumni Association Board of Trustees met for a special meeting 
via virtual teleconference beginning at 1300 on 10 June 2020. ADM Sam Locklear ’77, 
USN (Ret.), chairman of the Board of Trustees, acted as chair of the meeting and CDR 
Craig Washington ‘89, USN (Ret.), acted as secretary of the meeting. 
 
ADM Locklear convened the Board at 1300. The secretary conducted roll call noting 
that board members Jim Schwab ‘88, Brian DeJarnett ’98, and Greg Colandrea ’90, 
gave advanced notice and were unable to attend the meeting. A quorum was present. 
 
The Chair gave an overview of the meeting agenda. The first order of business was to 
address the status of CAPT Scott Bethmann’s Alumni Association national membership. 
Byron Marchant, President and CEO, gave a summary of the events pertaining to the  
comments made by CAPT Bethmann while on Facebook Live.  He noted the manner in 
which the comments made by Bethmann were made available to the Alumni 
Association. Marchant then discussed the actions Alumni Association leadership made  
beginning with notification to Caleb Cronic ’11, the current President of the Jacksonville, 
FL alumni chapter.  Caleb Cronic assembled the Jacksonville Chapter Board leadership 
on Saturday afternoon where the board voted unanimously to terminate Bethmann’s 
role as Chapter Treasurer and disenrolled Bethmann from the Jacksonville Chapter 
membership in accordance with the chapter’s bylaws.  By noon on Saturday June 6th, 
Bethmann resigned his position as the USNA Alumni Association Trustee representing 
the Jacksonville Chapter. On Tuesday, June 9th, ADM Locklear notified Bethmann by 
email that the Alumni Association Board of Trustees would be convened on the June 
10th to review Bethmann’s Association membership future.  Bethmann was given the 
opportunity to present material for the Boards consideration or resign from the 
association membership.  Bethmann responded on June 10th with a letter asking the 
Board to consider the breadth of his Naval Career, but did not resign his membership.   
 
ADM Locklear followed Marchant and invited comments from the Alumni Association 
trustees. LtGen Beydler, along with a majority of the attending Board members 
discussed the pain the comments revealed and the need to send a clear statement.  A 
motion to remove CAPT Bethmann as a member of the Alumni Association was made 
and seconded. The motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
The next task was to review a proposed statement from the Board to the full alumni 
membership constituency addressing the Alumni Associations position on the 
Bethmann issue and path forward as an organization.  A discussion of the statement’s 
content involved comments by a majority of the trustees assembled. ADM Locklear 
indicated that he would incorporate the trustee’s comments and generate a final 
statement by the end of the day. The final statement was sent out to the constituency on 
behalf of the full USNA Board of Trustees via email on 10 June 2020. 



 
Additional actions were taken by the Board: 

• Approval of New Jacksonville, FL Trustee, Mr. Caleb Cronic ’11. 
• Approval of the Composition of Executive Committee and Other Committees 

 
Byron Marchant proposed the next special meeting of the board to be on 30 September 
2020 to review the findings of a special committee co-chaired by LtGen Beydler ’81 and 
CAPT Karin Vernazza ’90. The committee will be tasked to review how we can improve 
our leadership organizations and operations to support and nurture all alumni and to 
ensure racism, sexism and bigotry and their damaging effects do not exist and will not 
be tolerated in our Alumni Association. Additionally, the committee will review all 
aspects of our Alumni Association mission, board policy, processes, recruitment and 
succession planning. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1501. 

 


