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USNA Alumni Association 
Board of Trustees Spring Meeting 

May 8, 2020 
Minutes 

 
The U.S. Naval Academy Alumni Association Board of Trustees met for its regular Spring meeting 
via virtual teleconference beginning at 1300 on 8 May 2020. ADM Sam Locklear ’77, USN (Ret.), 
chair of the Board of Trustees, acted as chair of the meeting and CDR Craig Washington ‘89, USN 
(Ret.), acted as secretary of the meeting. 
 
ADM Locklear convened the Board at 1300.The Chair welcomed all and determined that a 
quorum was present. CDR Bill Squires ‘75, USNR (Ret.), was excused in advance from the 
meeting by ADM Locklear. ADM Locklear noted that due to the mandated State and Federal 
executive orders requiring all persons to remain in compliance with health directives regarding 
COVID-19, and with the complexity of holding deliberations via virtual teleconference, he 
recommended the meeting be held in executive session. He then asked for a motion to go into 
Executive Session. The motion carried. 
 
ADM Locklear observed the “Last Call” and asked for a moment of silence for those members 
who passed away since the last meeting with special notation on the loss of two midshipman: 
Midshipman Duke Carrillo ’22 of the 24th Company and Midshipman David Forney ’20 of the 9th 
Company.  
 
ADM Locklear stated that the Executive Committee met via virtual teleconference on May 7, in 
which the Authorization to Transact Business Resolution was unanimously approved.  
 
The following additional actions were taken by the Board: 
  

• Approved Executive Closed Session 
• Approved the Fall 2019 Minutes 
• Approved the Election of Alumni Association Officers 
• Approved the FY21-22 Budget 
• Approved the Revision to the Investment Policy 
• Approved the Large-Other Chapter Outcome 
• Approved the Revision of the Operating Manual 
• Approved the New Chapter Certification, Stuttgart, Germany 

 
Byron Marchant ’78, president and CEO, gave the President’s Report. In his opening remarks 
he listed the names of those alumni on the frontlines helping to battle COVID-19. Also 
mentioned were the names of those alumni who died from the virus. Marchant then thanked 
MajGen Leo Williams ’70, USMCR (Ret.), for his service on the Board and throughout the past 
20 years. Other departing board members were also recognized (full list in para. 17). He 
welcomed the following new trustees: 

 

Marchant gave a comprehensive overview of the state of the Alumni Association with emphasis 
on how the Alumni Association is adapting and moving forward in these uncertain times 
regarding COVID-19. Moving on to his financial presentation, he addressed the impacts of 
COVID-19 on the Enterprise, highlighting future revenue projections and a strategy for 
reshaping the FY21 budget. He was followed by Bill O’Connor, EVP of Development, who gave 
a report on Alumni Association and Foundation Center fundraising opportunities with details on 
class recognition. Kristen Pironis, EVP of Marketing and Communications, reviewed areas of 
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communication strategies, serving alumni and the Naval Academy, and near-term plans. Craig 
Washington ‘89, VP Engagement & Operations, gave an update on the Alumni Association’s 
priorities and progress on career programs including SACC and AMP, forthcoming online tools 
for volunteer leaders as well as updates on other pertinent Alumni Association programs.  

MajGen Leo Williams ’70, USMCR (Ret.), chair of the Joint Finance & Audit Committee, 
presented the committee’s report. Byron Marchant ’78 introduced the FY21 budget introduction 
and was followed by Lisa Strobel, treasurer, who provided the FY21 budget findings and 
summary. The FY21 budget was proposed by Resolution, and unanimously passed. The Joint 
Investment Committee report was given by John Young ’78, chair of the Joint Investment 
Committee and member of the U.S. Naval Academy Foundation Board of Directors. A revision 
to the Investment Policy Statement was introduced and formally adopted by unanimous vote. 

The USNA Superintendent, VADM Sean Buck ’83, USN, provided the Board with an update of 
the impact COVID-19 has had on the Brigade of Midshipman and the Naval Academy. Final 
plans for the graduating Class of 2020, I-Day and summer training were detailed. 
 
ADM Bob Natter ’67, USN (Ret.), chair of the Alumni Center advisory panel, followed with an 
overview of the ongoing Alumni Association and Foundation Center progress. 
 
Craig Washington ’89 presented a letter from CAPT Doug Borrebach ’84, USN (Ret.), chair of 
the Board of Tellers Chair, authenticating the 2020 election results after a thorough audit. 
 
CAPT Karin Vernazza ’90, USN (Ret.), chair of the Governance Committee, provided a review 
of committee actions including recommending two resolutions. First, that the Board maintain the 
Hawai’i Chapter as a Large Chapter, along with its corresponding Board seat, until the 
Jacksonville Florida Chapter’s current term as an Other Chapter expires in May 2021. Second, 
to revise the Operating Manual to clarify the rules for Other Chapters to transition to a Large 
Chapter. Both resolutions were passed with unanimous approval. 
 
Reports were received from board committee chairs of the Nominating, Admissions, House, 
Communications, and the Other Chapter Selection. CDR Steve Hall ’75, USN (Ret.), the 
Membership and Alumni Services Chair provided an overview of Alumni Association Program 
updates and then introduced a Resolution to bring aboard a new alumni Chapter representing 
Stuttgart, Germany. The Resolution was passed unanimously adding Stuttgart as the 
organization’s 102nd Alumni Chapter. Maj Murph McCarthy ’00, USMC (Ret.), chair of the 
Council of Class Presidents, provided a recap to the Board of the Spring meeting held virtually 
on 24 April 2020. Additionally, he introduced the newly elected leadership of the Council of 
Class Presidents: 
 
Steve Comiskey ’69 – Chair 
Jim Schwab ’88 – Vice Chair 
Dave Jackson ’70 - Secretary 
 
ADM Locklear then said a formal farewell to the following departing Board members and 
thanked them for their service: 

CAPT Dave Cooper ’57, USN (Ret.) 
CAPT Gary Storm ’68, USN (Ret.) 
CDR Mike Novak ’70, USN (Ret.) 
MAJ Murph McCarthy ’00, USMC (Ret.) 
Brett Potts ’95 
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John Augusto ’02 
MajGen Leo Williams ’70, USMCR (Ret.) 

The Spring Board of Trustees meeting formally adjourned to seat the incoming new Trustees. 

The new Board of Trustees convened to include the newly appointed board members: 

LtGen David Beydler ’81,USMC (Ret.)  
LtCol Gordon Gerson ’58,USAF (Ret.)  
Steve Comiskey ’69  
CAPT Kevin Stone '76, USNR (Ret.)  
Donald Horner '08  
Bret Leach '08  
Brian DeJarnett '98  
 
The chair announced the next meeting date: 9-10 December 2020. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 1627 followed by singing of Navy Blue and Gold. 

 

Craig J. Washington ‘89 
CDR, USN (Ret.) 
Secretary, U.S. Naval Academy Board of Trustees 


