
Petersburg Cumberland Presbyterian Church  “Rise Up”    4-2-17 

CTW: Psalm 130        Reading: John 11:1-45 

 How is it that God can cause, or allow, things that we would define as “bad” yet when we see it more clearly 
it looks good? 

• God rebukes our sinfulness and as painful as it is inherently hopeful (correction) 
• God lets us die—and it’s real—then God makes us live (and something good comes in the experience) 
• In John 16:21 Jesus talks about the sorrow the disciples will feel when He dies by saying that when a 

child is born the joy overcomes the pain of labor (scientific support for this) 

 

We hope for the best, good and right, but God disappoints 

• You know Mary and Martha were hoping Jesus would show up and heal Lazarus 
• I’ve got my own disappointment in this text. Jesus seems to not tell the truth. “This will not lead to 

death” but it does lead to death. 
• How has God disappointed your needs and expectations? 

o The pain is real 
o A challenge to faith 

But how can we complain? We are sinful and broken 

• It’s funny when God first comes in to our lives we feel so unworthy and full of gratitude 
• When Jesus ministered to Mary—something that moved her to perfume His feet and wipe them with 

her hair—no one felt entitled 
o But to listen to Mary and Martha there is almost an accusation isn’t there? Both say, “Lord, if 

You had been here my brother wouldn’t have died” 
o Can you imagine if one of the disciples had told them, “Yeah, Jesus knew he was deathly sick 

but Jesus refused to come until now.” 
• Because God has been good to us it becomes normal for us to expect God to be good to us in the ways 

that we like 
• I would say that God is better to us than we deserve but when you are in pain and suffering its hard 

see God’s goodness 

We are however actually dead in our sins and trespasses 

• There is not a one of us who deserves anything from a Holy God anyway 
• The only One who deserved God’s grace was Jesus 
• I talked with an elderly woman one time who was afraid to die 

o She had some dementia and spent most of her time at home 
o She was fearful there was some sin in her life 

 I couldn’t imagine what an 80 widow would be doing to raise hell 
 She thought she might have watched something she shouldn’t or said something to 

offend someone 
o What really concerned me was her woefully inadequate understanding of sin 

 It’s not little mistakes or misdeeds 
 It’s that heart bent against God 
 Sin is a corrupting infection worse than any flesh eating bacteria and she thought of it 

as a papercut 
o I encouraged her to seek forgiveness but she seemed determined to earn her salvation 



• We are all in the same boat. We have sin on our hands. We face death just like Lazarus and like him 
we are powerless against it.  

o The Bible says our sinfulness pays out in death. The check is in the mail for each one of us. 

 

Jesus let Lazarus die. He intentionally stayed away for days. When Jesus instructs them to open the tomb 
Martha warns Him that the stench of corruption will be overpowering. A body four days dead, laying in a stone 
tomb in Middle East heat would have been a mess! 

Jesus doesn’t seem to mind, “Didn’t I tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” 

• And here we have Jesus again not keeping His word. It’s obvious that they DON’T believe. But they see 
God’s glory anyway. 

• And that got me thinking. Like I mentioned earlier upon hearing of Lazarus getting sick Jesus said, the 
sickness wouldn’t lead to death. But looking back, knowing how this turns out, it’s obvious Jesus was 
saying the sickness wouldn’t END in death. 

o And nothing with God ENDS in death. 
o Only my lack of faith and understanding made me misunderstand Jesus’ words. 

• In spite of their misunderstanding and doubt (and maybe even resentment) Jesus reveals His glorious 
goodness and power 

 

What kind of hope is built on knowing that God does what He is going to do—even if we don’t 
have faith?  

• What about that God has good plans even if I don’t understand His plans?  
• How much hope can we have if we remember that nothing with God ends in death? 

God is a death destroying deity. 

 

We have hope not because we are going to get any better. We are “et up with sin” and until our personal 
resurrections we are going to have a body of sin. As Needtobreathe says, “So if you’re beating death then 
raise your hand but shut up if you’re not.” 

 We can’t beat death because we are sinners! 

But we have hope because God forgives sin! 

• In Christ God condemned sin in the flesh that those trusting in Christ would have His righteousness 
and life 

• God raises the dead in Christ. (That means even if believers die they will live) 

We don’t have hope because we are oblivious to how wrecked and wretched we are, we don’t have hope 
because we’ve discovered how to defeat death, we have hope because we know how good God is. 

You don’t receive God’s grace because you deserve it. You receive it because you don’t deserve it 
and God is good to you. 

On the other side we will see how God uses even the bad things in our lives for our good and His glory. So, go 
ahead and let your hope rise up. 

 


