
Petersburg Cumberland Presbyterian Church  “Understanding”  3-26-17 

CTW: Daniel 2:17-23   Reading: Mark 8:14-21 

AGD: Proverbs instructs us to seek understanding. 

1. Can’t you just imagine this boat ride with Jesus?  
a. The Pharisees had just asked for a “sign” 
b. Jesus says, “Watch out! Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” 
c. Jesus’ astute disciples are confused 

i. Think its about bread 
ii. Earthly things 
iii. Then they discuss among themselves—always a great idea right? 
iv. Jesus is right there! Ask Him. (But we don’t ask God ourselves do we?) 

2. Jesus knew how they misunderstood 
a. It was a comfort when I realized God knows what I don’t understand! 
b. Jesus knows they are focused on bread/earthly things 
c. Jesus lists some barriers 

i. Hardened hearts (as opposed to hypocritical hearts of the Pharisees) 
ii. Do you not use your eyes? 
iii. Do you not use your ears?  
iv. We forget (He had just healed a deaf and mute) 

3. Do you ever feel like you lack understanding? 
a. Now, sometimes we get obsessed (but God is saying “no”) 
b. What was the last thing God has done? What were some previous things God did or said? 
c. Remember Who you are dealing with 
d. Remember what you are here for…. 

The disciples lost track of what Jesus was doing. Good Bible study is about context. 

1. The background story 
a. 5000—Jewish—12 baskets left  
b. 4000—Gentile/Pagan mostly—7 baskets left 

 The Syrophonecian woman (Gentile) asks for the crumbs. 

 Jews first then the rest of the world 

 

 

We also see Jesus heal a deaf man in chapter 7 and a blind man right after our portion. 

 What’s interesting is that Jesus had to lay “His hands on him again” 

 I’m so thankful God doesn’t leave us in our blindness. 

 When we don’t understand He keeps on teaching. 

 

 

 

 



 

CLOSE: What was Jesus’ mission? 

 Why did He develop 12 leaders? 

 Why did He work miracles? 

 Why did He travel around preaching? 

 For what purpose? 

 Why did Jesus give up His life on a cross?  

 And what’s the significance of His resurrection? 

 What did Jesus say He’s coming back for? 

The disciples could not see the harvest before them. We do not either.  

• When was the last time you led someone to Christ?  
• What about just talking with someone about God working/speaking in their lives?  
• How about just when was the last time to invited someone to church or Bible study or Sunday school?  
• Ok have you even welcomed people whom someone else invited? 

Without reservation I can say Jesus’ mission was to reach people with God’s salvation.  

• He built the Church for that purpose.  
• He expects it to grow.  
• He calls every believer to be a minister and a witness.  

The Pharisees and Herod were preoccupied with this life—not the eternal one. The disciples were slow to 
understand that Jesus came to seek and save the lost. Do you understand? 


